26th  Congress, 
2 d  Session • 


Doc.  No.  38. 


Ho.  of  Kep3. 
Treas.  Dept. 


ANNUAL  REPORT— COMMISSIONER  GENERAL  LAND 


LETTER 


FROM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

TRANSMITTING 

A  report  of  the  operations  of  the  General  Land  Office  for  parts  of  the 

years  1839  and  1840. 


January  4,  1841. 

Read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 


In  the  House  of  Representatives  U.  S.,  January  16,  1S41. 

Mr.  Casey,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  viz  : 

“ Resolved ,  That  10,000  extra  copies  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  together  with  the  maps,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House :  Provided ,  The 
same  plates  can  be  used  upon  which  the  same  maps  furnished  the  Sentate  have  been  printed, 
and  without  any  additional  expense  for  engraving.” 


Treasury  Department,  December  31,  1840. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  report  from  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  dated  the  30th  instant,  with  the  docu¬ 
ments  therein  referred  to,  having  regard  to  the  operations  of  the  General 
Land  Office  during  parts  of  the  years  1839  and  1840. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 


Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Speaker  of  the  House 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
of  Representatives . 


General  Land  Office,  December  30,  1840. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the  accompanying  documents, 
showing  the  operations  of  this  branch  of  the  public  service  since  the  date 
of  my  last  annual  report. 

The  sales  of  public  lands  during  the  year  1S39  amounted  to  4,976,382.87 
acres  ;  the  purchase-money  of  which  amounted  to  $6,464,556  78  ;  and  the 
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net  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  from  this  source,  during  the  same  period,  was 
$7,076,447  35,  as  shown  by  table  marked  A. 

The  sales  during  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year  1840  amounted  to 
1,696,617.42  acres  ;  of  which  the  purchase-money  was  $2,252,202  07;  and 
the  payments  by  receivers  into  the  Treasury,  during  the  same  time,  amount* 
ed  to  $2,630,217  25,  as  shown  by  the  table  marked  B. 
r  The  exhibit  marked  C  shows  the  monthly  sales,  from  the  1st  January  to 
30th  September  of  the  present  year. 

The  exhibit  marked  D  indicates  the  latest  periods  to  which  returns  have 
been  rendered  by  the  district  land  officers,  and  the  latest  cash  balances  re¬ 
ported  to  be  in  the  hands  of  receivers. 

The  progress  and  extent  of  the  labors  performed  in  registering  the  sales 
of  public  lands  in  the  tract-books  of  this  office,  and  in  the  adjustment  of  the 
accounts  of  the  receivers  of  public  money,  are  set  forth  in  the  exhibit 
marked  E. 

Exhibit  marked  F  shows  the  annual  sales  of  public  lands,  from  the 
year  1833  to  30th  September,  1840,  inclusive ;  the  aggregate  of  which  is 
56,842,806.87  acres,  and  purchase-money  $72,269,749  58. 

Document  marked  G  shows  the  sales  of  Chickasaw  lands  in  Mississippi 
and  Alabama,  pursuant  to  the  treaties  of  1832  and  1834 ;  discriminating 
between  the  regular  sales  and  those  made  for  the  benefit  of  Chickasaw  or¬ 
phans,  from  the  commencement  of  operations  under  those  treaties  to  30th 
September,  1840. 

Paper  H  is  the  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  General  Land  Office  for 
the  year  1841. 

The  estimates  for  the  surveying  department,  for  the  year  1841,  will  be 
found  in  document  I. 

Document  K  is  a  synopsis  of  the  proclamations  of  the  public  lands  since, 
the  date  of  my  last  annual  report. 

Exhibit  L  shows  that  there  have  been  proclaimed  for  sale,  during  the' 
present  year,  upwards  of  thirteen  millions  and  a  half  of  acres  ;  and  that' 
the  quantity  prepared  for  market  and  not  yet  proclaimed,  together  with  the 
quantity,  plats  for  which  it  is  expected  will  be  returned  during  the  year 
1841,  will  make  an  aggregate  of  nearly  twenty-three  millions  and  three- 
quarters  of  acres,  it  also  shows  that  the  quantity  of  new  lands  intended 
to  be  surveyed  for  market  in  the  last  six  months  of  this  year,  (the  plats  of> 
which  may  be  returned  by  the  middle  of  1842,)  is  estimated  at  about  seven 
millions  and  a  half  of  acres.  Hence,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  estimated.; 
quantity  which  will  be  prepared  for  market  during  the  ensuing  eighteen, 
months,  is  thirty-one  millions  and  a  quarter  of  acres. 

The  tables  herewith,  marked  M  and  JN,  show  the  quantity  of  new  lands,, 
the  surveys  of  which  have  been  returned  to  this  office  annually,  during  the 
last  four  years,  (ending  with  the  1st  of  this  month,)  and  the  quantity  offered 
at  public  sale  within  the  same  period,  excluding  school-lands,  and  lands  to 
be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  in  Ohio,  Mississippi,  and  Michigan. 
From  these  tables  it  will  be  seen  that,  during  the  period  mentioned,  the 
plats  of  survey  for  over  forty  and  a  half  millions  of  acres  have  been  re¬ 
turned  to  this  office  ;  and  that,  excepting  about  half  a  million  of  acres  to  be 
offered  for  sale  in  1841,  under  existing  proclamations,  the  large  amount  of 
nearly  forty -six  and  a  half  millions  of  acres  have  been  offered  at  public 
sale  ;  and  that  the  average  amount  annually  offered  during  the  last  three 
years  exceeds  fifteen  and  a  quarter  millions  of  acres.  Whilst  these  tableg 
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exhibit  the  quantity  of  lands  which  the  department  is  capable  of  bringing 
into  market  annually,  they  afford,  at  the  same  time,  gratifying  evidence  of 
the  beneficial  results  of  improvements  recently  introduced  in  the  details  of 
this  branch  of  the  service,  especially  the  new  mode  of  compensating  the 
clerks  and  draughtsmen  in  the  offices  of  the  surveyors  general,  as  referred 
to  in  my  last  annual  report. 

As  an  additional  means  of  insuring  prompt  returns  of  the  surveys,  so  as 
to  render  them  soon  available,  and  at  an  early  period  reimburse  the  Treas¬ 
ury  for  surveying  expenses,  and  augment  the  revenue,  a  circular  was  issued 
in  August  last,  from  this  office,  to  the  surveyors  general,  limiting  the  size  of 
the  future  contracts  with  deputy  surveyors  to  quantities  which  could  be  com¬ 
pleted  and  returned  within  three  or  four  months  from  date.  This  regula¬ 
tion,  by  increasing  the  number  of  deputies  employed,  will,  it  is  believed, 
expedite  the  field  operations,  insure  proper  competition,  and  enable  the  sur¬ 
veyors  general  to  exercise  a  more  efficient  check  upon  their  deputies,  by 
testing,  at  short  intervals,  the  correctness  of  the  work,  and  the  better  to  as¬ 
certain  their  relative  qualifications  for  future  employment. 

Herewith  are  submitted,  as  affording  detailed  information  on  the  subject  of 

NEW  SURVEYS, 

The  reports  of  the  surveyors  general,  with  maps  ( document  marked  O ) 
showing  the  condition  of  the  surveys  in  their  respective  districts ,  the 
state  of  the  work  in  their  offices,  together  with  their  estimates  : 

In  consequence  of  the  new  appropriations  not  having  been  made  until 
near  the  middle  of  the  current  year,  and  of  its  being  found  desirable  that 
the  surveying  should  not  exceed  the  amount  that  could  be  completed  within 
the  year,  the  instructions  for  new  surveys,  issued  in  August  last,  limited  the 
expenditures  to  one  moiety  of  the  appropriations  for  each  district ;  reserving 
the  balance  to  be  expended  in  1841.  These  instructions,  and  the  operations 
under  them,  were  as  follows  : 

In  Indiana. — The  survey  of  the  lands  recently  ceded  by  the  Miami  In¬ 
dians  in  this  State,  mentioned  in  the  last  annual  report  as  in  progress  and 
nearly  completed,  has  since  been  returned  to  this  office,  and  may  all  be 
brought  into  market  whenever  the  lands  are  attached  to  a  district,  with  the 
exception  of  the  portion  that  has  been  selected  by  the  authorities  of  the 
State  of  Indiana  on  account  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal  grant. 

These  lands  comprise  all  the  unsurveyed  tracts  of  importance  in  the  State, 
to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  and  no  instructions  for  new 
surveys  therein  have  been  given  during  the  present  year. 

In  Michigan . — In  addition  to  the  former  extensive  operations  in  this 
State,  the  surveyor  general  was  authorized,  by  the  instructions  of  this  year, 
to  contract  for  the  subdivision  of  a  number  of  townships  intended  for  mar¬ 
ket,  situated  in  the  southern  peninsula,  all  north  of  the  3d  correction  line, 
or  of  Thunder  Bay  river ;  also,  for  the  subdivision  of  some  of  the  town¬ 
ships  in  the  northern  peninsula,  east  of  range  9  west — making,  with  those 
in  the  southern  peninsula,  one  hundred  full  townships  ;  and  for  the  survey 
of  the  exterior  township  boundaries  of  the  lands  situated  between  Lake  Su¬ 
perior,  Chocolate  river,  and  a  standard  parallel,  dividing  equally  all  that 
part  of  the  northern  peninsula  lying  west  of  range  8  west.  It  appears  from 
the  annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general,  that  the  season  was  too  far  ad¬ 
vanced  to  commence  operations  in  the  northern  peninsula.  The  surveys 
have  therefore  been  necessarily  postponed  until  early  next  spring  j  but  con- 
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tracts  have  been  made  to  subdivide  for  market  about  one  hundred  town¬ 
ships  in  the  southern  peninsula,  to  be  closed  in  the  present  month. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  exhibit  L,  referred  to  in  the  foregoing,  that  the  plats 
of  survey  of  nearly  eight  and  one-third  millions  of  acres  of  new  lands  in  the 
southern  peninsula  of  the  State  (which  is  exclusive  of  lands  to  be  sold  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Indians)  have  been  received  at  this  office  this  year  ;  all 
of  which  had  been  advertised  for  sale  at  the  date  of  the  exhibit,  with  the 
exception  of  one  million  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  acres,  about 
one-half  of  which  last  amount  has  since  been  advertised. 

In  Wiskonsin  Territory. — The  only  township  ordered  to  be  surveyed 
in  the  Territory,  this  year,  is  that  recently  ceded  by  the  Stockbridge  In¬ 
dians  near  Lake  Winnebago.  The  surveys  of  the  twenty  townships  near  the 
Chippewa  and  St.  Croix  rivers,  for  which  appropriation  was  made  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  were  postponed  for  want  of  the  proper  connex¬ 
ion  of  those  points  with  the  existing  surveys.  The  present  estimate  of  the 
surveyor  general,  however,  will  enable  him  to  supply  this  deficiency  ;  and 
it  is  contemplated  to  issue  the  instructions  for  the  whole  of  these  surveys  in 
1841.  It  appears  that  the  surveys  of  about  fifteen  townships  immediately 
west  of  Green  Bay,’ in  the  Menomonie  cession,  and  of  the  sixteen  townships 
north  of  the  Wiskonsin  river,  in  the  Winnebago  cession,  authorized  to  be 
subdivided  for  market  by  the  instructions  of  1839,  are  very  nearly  com¬ 
pleted.  The  plats  may  therefore  be  expected  in  the  first  six  months  of  next 
year,  when  the  lands  may  be  advertised  for  sale. 

Since  the  last  annual  report,  the  plats  of  the  “pint  lands”  situated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Wiskonsin  river,  above  the  grant  of  “  Amable  Grignon,”  have 
been  received,  and  the  lands  advertised  for  sale. 

In  Iowa  Territory. — The  instructions  of  this  year  for  new  surveys  em¬ 
braced  the  township  boundaries  of  the  west  Sac  and  Fox  cession  of  1837, 
and  the  subdivision  for  market  of  as  many  townships  thereof  as  would  not 
require,  with  the  exterior  boundaries,  an  expenditure  of  over  ten  thousand 
dollars,  reserving  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  future  instructions. 
These,  when  completed,  will  nearly  close  the  surveys  of  all  the  lands  in  the 
Territory  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished. 

In  Illinois. — Of  the  one  hundred  and  five  townships,  (the  quantity  esti¬ 
mated  last  year  as  remaining  to  be  surveyed  in  the  State.)  fifty  townships 
were  ordered  to  be  subdivided  for  market  this  year.  These  surveys,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  are  in  progress,  and  the  returns  are  expected  to  be  made  to  the  office 
of  the  surveyor  general  in  January  next,  according  to  contract.  The  plats 
of  these  lands,  together  with  the  plats  of  a  considerable  amount  of  surveying 
in  the  State,  already  returned  to  his  office,  will  therefore  probably  be  trans¬ 
mitted  to  this  office  within  the  ensuing  six  months,  when  the  lands  may  be 
advertised  for  sale. 

In  Missouri. — Under  instructions  x>f  this  year,  contracts  have  been  enter¬ 
ed  into  for  the  subdivision  of  about  fifty-eight  townships,  situated  princi¬ 
pally  in  the  western  and  southwestern  parts  of  the  State;  leaving  to  be  sur¬ 
veyed  in  1841,  forty-two  of  the  one  hundred  townships  which  were  inclu¬ 
ded  in  the  estimates  of  last  year,  to  be  subdivided  for  market. 

The  plats  of  the  above  fifty-eight  townships  are  expected  to  reach  this 
office  in  the  course  of  the  approaching  year.  These,  with  other  tracts,  the 
plats  of  which  are  expected  to  be  received  within  the  next  six  months,  will 
comprise  a  valuable  body  of  new  land  in  this  State,  then  ready  for  market. 

The  surveys  int  he  late  “  northwest  addition”  to  the  State,  commonly  call¬ 
ed  the  “  Platte  river  country,”  were  (a  part  of  them)  completed,  and  the  plats 
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returned  to  this  office  before  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 
They  could  not,  however,  be  put  into  market,  on  account  of  the  lands  not 
being  attached  to  any  land  district.  As  these  lands  must  remain  unoflered 
until  this  obstacle  is  removed,  I  would  respectfully  invite  early  attention  to 
this  subject. 

In  Arkansas. — The  instructions  of  August  last  authorized  the  survey  of 
one-half  of  the  eighty-six  townships  colored  brown  on  the  diagram  of  the 
State,  (which  accompanied  the  report  of  the  surveyor  general,  appended  to  the 
last  annual  report  of  this  office,)  the  survey  of  the  exterior  township  lines  of 
twenty-five  townships,  and  the  subdivision  of  ten  of  them  lying  southwest 
of  Red  river,  and  east  of  the  line  dividing  ranges  29  and  30  west ;  together 
with  one  thousand  miles  of  subdivision  lines  in  Carroll  and  Jefferson  coun¬ 
ties.  These  will  make  about  sixty-eight  townships  sectioned  for  market. 
The  surveys  of  the  remaining  forty-three  townships  covered  by  the  esti¬ 
mates  have  been  postponed  till  next  year. 

It  appears  that  contracts  had  not  been  entered  into  for  these  surveys,  with 
the  exception  of  such  as  are  southwest  of  Red  river,  at  the  date  of  the  sur¬ 
veyor  general’s  late  annual  report;  the  same  having  been  deferred,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  information  necessary  to  enable  him  to  make  a  proper  selec¬ 
tion  of  the  townships  to  be  subdivided. 

In  Louisiana. — Under  the  special  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  new  surveys  in  various  parts  of  the  State, 
requiring  an  expenditure  to  the  amount  of  eight  thousand  dollars,  were  au¬ 
thorized,  in  order  to  enable  the  surveyor  general  to  complete  the  returns  of 
some  of  the  townships  described  in  his  annual  report;  so  that  the  lands, 
which  are  represented  to  be  very  desirable,  might  be  put  into  market. 

The  examinations  of  the  difficulties  found  to  exist  in  the  surveys  of  the 
Greenshurg  (formerly  St.  Helena)  district  not  being  yet  completed  and  re¬ 
ported  on,  no  part  of  the  appropriation  could  be  expended  in  that  district. 

In  Mississippi. — The  thirty  seven  townships  in  the  Choctaw  cession  of 
1830,  referred  to  in  the  estimates  of  last  year,  as  all  that  remained  to  be  sur¬ 
veyed  in  that  cession,  were  in  August  last  ordered  to  be  put  under  contract. 
The  instructions  for  retracing  certain  old  surveys  in  the  State,  for  which  an 
appropriation  was  also  made  at  the  last  session,  have  been  withheld  until 
1841,  in  order  that  more  specific  directions  might  be  given  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  surveys  should  be  made. 

In  the  Chickasaw  cession,  the  surveys  having  been  completed,  the  office 
of  the  principal  surveyor  has  been  closed,  and  the  books,  papers,  &c.  deliv¬ 
ered  to  the  register. 

©  4 

In  Alabama. — No  instructions  were  issued  for  new  surveys  in  this  State 
during  the  current  year  ;  the  surveys,  however,  of  the  Cherokee  cession,  un¬ 
dertaken  last  year,  have  all  been  completed,  and  the  plats  deposited  in  this 
office. 

These  lands  may  be  advertised  for  sale  immediately  after  they  shall  have 
been  attached  to  a  land  district. 

Official  information  of  the  final  adjustment  of  the  State  line  between 
Georgia  and  Alabama  having  been  received  by  the  surveyor  general  since 
my  last  annual  report,  he  has,  pursuant  to  former  instructions  from  this 
office,  closed  thereon  all  the  surveys  formerly  left  unfinished  near  that  line, 
and  transmitted  plats  thereof  to  this  office  and  to  the  district  offices  ;  and 
such  of  the  lands  as  are  attached  to  a  district  have  been  offered  for  sale. 

The  special  report  and  estimate  for  retracing  old  surveys  in  this  State, 
promised  in  the  last  annual  report,  will  be  found  appended  to  the  report 
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herewith  of  the  surveyor  general ;  and  the  amount  estimated  by  him  for 
that  service  has  been  made  an  item  in  the  estimate  of  this  office. 

In  Florida. — Instructions  were  issued  for  the  expenditure  of  a  part  of  the: 
new  appropriations  for  this  district ;  but,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  annual 
report  of  the  surveyor  general,  all  operations  in  the  field  have  been  pre-i 
vented  by  the  continuation  of  Indian  hostilities. 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  the  reports  of  the  surveyors  general, 
shows  the  aggregate  number  of  miles  of  surveying  under  contract  not  com¬ 
pleted,  or  not  fully  paid  for,  in  each  State  and  Territory  ;  the  estimated  cost 
of  the  surveys  under  such  contracts;  the  number  of  miles  of  surveys  return¬ 
ed  to  the  offices  of  the  surveyors  general ;  the  sums  paid  on  account  of  the 
contracts  ;  and  the  cash  balances  of  the  surveying  funds  remaining  in  their 
hands  on  the  30th  September,  1640 : 


State  or  Territory. 

Number  of  miles  in 
the  contract. 

Contingent  cost  of 
the  surveying. 

Miles  returned  to  the 
offices  of  the  sur¬ 
veyors  general. 

Amount  paid  on  ac¬ 

count. 

Cash  balances  in  the 

hands  of  the  sur¬ 

veyors  general, 
Sept.  30,  1840. 

Ohio  - 
Indiana  - 
Michigan 

Wiskonsin 

Iowa 

Illinois 

Missouri 

Arkansas 

Louisiana 

Mississippi 

Alabama 

Florida 

Total 

4,842 

2,851 

7,030  (£) 
5,878  (6) 
4,453  (d) 
5,647  (d) 
2,330  0) 
600  (d) 

$14,103  00 
8,592  00 

21,418  00 
17,636  00 
16,732  00 
30,450  00 
18,640  00 
5,000  00 

1,708 
486 
2,010 
1,013 
no  report 
462 

$4,846 
5,940  49 
received. 
3,700  00 

(«) 

$4,633  50 

4,735  04  (c) 

3,540  48  (d) 
13,066  34  Id) 
1,598  28 
1,152  48(d) 
1,764  61(d) 

33,631 

132,661  00 

5,679 

14,486  86 

30,490  73 

(a)  Claims  balance  in  his  favor  $205  57.  ( b )  Exclusive  of  surveys  at  augmented  prices. 
(c)  Exclusive  of  $5,352  22  special  appropriations.  ( d )  Includes  surveys  at  augmented  prices, 
(e)  Authorized  by  instructions  of  August,  1840. 

Since  the  6tb  day  of  December,  1836,  when  the  present  Commissioner 
took  charge  of  the  office,  its  correspondence,  notwithstanding  the  gradual, 
decline  of  the  land  sales,  has,  for  obvious  reasons,  been  progressively  increas¬ 
ing.  During  this  period,  more  than  35,000  letters  have  been  written  and 
recorded  in  the  office,  covering  more  than  24,000  large  folio  pages ;  and 
more  than  8,000  folio  pages  of  exemplifications  of  letters,  documents,  &c. 
have  been  furnished.  Within  the  same  period,  a  large  number  of  confirmed 
private  land  claims  and  reservations  under  Indian  treaties  (many  of  the 
former,  of  a  very  difficult  and  complex  character,  requiring  laborious  exami¬ 
nation)  have  been  acted  on.  Many  special  unconfirmed  cases  have  also 
been  examined  and  reported  on  for  the  action  of  Congress  ;  and  a  considera-. 
ble  number  of  private  land  claims  in  the  Greensburg,  Ouachita,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  and  Opelousas  districts,  in  Louisiana,  have  been  brought  before  this 
office, for  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioner  on  the  respective  claims  under  the 
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-  act  of  6th  February,  1835,  u  for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana.”  All  these  cases  have  been  duly  reported  for  submission 
to  Congress.  In  the  examination  of  them,  great  labor  was  required. 

A  large  portion  of  the  title-papers,  being  in  the  French  and  Spanish  lan¬ 
guages,  had  necessarily  to  be  translated  in  order  to  pass  upon  their  validity. 
It  was  rendered  necessary,  also,  under  the  law,  first  to  determine  whether 
these  cases  came  within  the  purview  of  the  previous  legislation  of  Congress 
on  similar  claims. 

In  the  same  time,  besides  the  large  number  of  pre-emption  cases  settled  at 
the  district  land  offices,  more  than  11,000  of  such  cases,  which  had  come 
before  this  office  by  appeal,  or  on  account  of  intrinsic  difficulty,  or  which, 
otherwise  came  within  its  supervisory  powers,  have  been  acted  upon  and 
finally  determined. 

The  time  and  labor  required  in  these  cases  can  be  in  some  degree  imagin¬ 
ed,  when  it  is  considered  that  they  arise  under  various  acts  of  Congress,  dif¬ 
fering  more  or  less  in  their  provisions  ;  and  that  many  of  them  were  contested 
by  conflicting  claimants,  and  embraced  voluminous  evidence,  frequently  of  a 
contradictory  character. 

Within  the  same  period,  also,  more  than  four  hundred  and  thirteen  thou¬ 
sand  patents  have  been  actually  transmitted,  including  above  thirteen  thou¬ 
sand  patents  for  private  land  claims,  Indian  reservations,  Creek  orphan  lands, 
and  sales  in  the  Chickasaw  cession. 

In  addition  to  these,  there  are  now  lying  in  the  office,  written  and  record¬ 
ed,  about  sixty  thousand  patents  awaiting  official  signature.  In  a  part  of 
this  number,  the  dates  are  left  blank,  and  are  filled  as  they  are  needed  for 
signing.  A  hope  is  entertained,  however,  that  these  will  be  ready  for  trans¬ 
mission  during  the  present  session  of  Congress.  This  delay  has  occurred 
through  circumstances  beyond  the  control  of  the  Commissioner.  Adding 
these  to  the  number  of  patents  transmitted,  as  above  mentioned,  and  to  about 
six  thousand  patents  now  signed  for  transmission,  it  is  shown  that,  since  the 
6th  of  December,  1836,  there  have  been  written  and  recorded  in  this  office 
more  than  four  hundred  and  seventy-nine  thousand  patents. 

Within  this  period,  there  have  been  furnished  from  the  office  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-eight  reports,  statements,  statistical  tables,  &c.,  requiring 
much  time  and  care  in  their  preparation. 

During  the  last  four  years,  also,  indexes  have  been  prepared  of  the  names 
of  patentees  for  upwards  of  one  thousand  folio  volumes  of  records ,  embracing 
five  hundred  thousand  patents ,  besides  a  complete  index  of  all  patentees  for 
bounty  lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  granted  for  military  services  during 
the  late  war  ;  and  a  general  index  of  the  greater  part  of  the  surveys,  made 
from  the  commencement,  in  the  Virginia  military  district  in  Ohio. 

Besides  accomplishing  these  various  objects,  there  are  now  twenty  regu¬ 
lar  clerks  less  employed  in  this  office  than  formerly,  nineteen  of  whom  were 
dispensed  with  anterior  to  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved  12th  June,  1840,  for  the  discon¬ 
tinuance  of  the  office  of  surveyors  general,  &c.,  the  discontinuance  of  the  land 
offices  at  Marietta ,  Zanesville ,  Steubenville ,  Cincinnati ,  and  Wooster ,  in 
the  f?tate  of  Ohio,  has  been  directed  ;  and  the  lands  remaining  unsold  in  the 
four  first  named  districts  made  subject  to  entry  at  the  land  office  at  Chilli - 
cothe  ;  and  those  remaining  unsold  at  Wooster ,  subject  to  entry  at  the  land 
office  at  Bucyrus.  The  necessary  transfers  of  books  and  papers,  to  carry 
these  directions  into  effect,  have  long  since  been  ordered,  and,  for  the  most 
part,  accomplished. 
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The  discontinuance  of  the  land  office  at  Monroe ,  in  the  State  of  Michi¬ 
gan,  and  the  annexation  of  the  unsold  lands  to  the  Detroit  district,  have 
also  been  ordered.  Instructions  for  the  transfer  of  the  books  and  papers 
have  been  issued.  Measures  have  also  been  taken  to  discontinue  the  land 
office  at  Indianapolis,  and  to  annex  the  unsold  lands  to  an  adjoining  district, 
should  Congress  not  think  proper,  in  the  mean  time,  to  make  that  office  an 
exception  :  lor  which  exception,  strong  reasons  exist.  Should  a  bill  for  at¬ 
taching  other  lands  to  that  district,  which  was  introduced  at  the  last  session, 
(but  which,  it  is  understood,  then  failed  to  become  a  law  for  want  of  time,) 
be  passed  at  an  early  period  during  the  present  session,  it  will  be  in  season 
to  prevent  the  transportation  of  the  books,  papers,  &c.,  as  some  time  must 
necessarily  elapse  in  making  preparations  for  that  purpose  at  the  office. 
This  retrenchment  in  the  number  of  clerks  and  discontinuance  of  offices, 
including  that  of  the  surveyor  general  at  Pontotoc,  before  alluded  to,  will 
result  in  an  annual  saving  of  more  than  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Occasion  was  taken,  at  the  close  of  my  last  annual  report,  to  reiterate  a 
recommendation  for  the  erection  of  fire-proof  offices  for  the  different  survey¬ 
ors  general  ;  a  plan  and  estimates  for  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  in  a 
special  report,  (Doc.  23,  H.  R.,  25th  Congress  2d  session,)  and  to  which,  as 
well  as  to  the  report  of  the  committee  thereon,  reference  is  respectfully 
made.  In  consequence  of  the  recommendation  in  the  special  report,  bill 
No.  876  was  introduced  into  the  House  of  Representatives  at  that  session; 
the  passage  of  which,  it  is  believed,  was  only  prevented  by  the  want  of  time. 
I  cannot  too  strongly  express  my  sense  of  the  vital  importance  of  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  such  a  law,  as  a  measure  not  only  of  necessary  safety,  but  of  sound 
economy. 

I  would  again  invite  attention  to  the  propriety  of  repealing  the  ninth  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  act  of  May  10,  1800,  entitled  i;An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
‘An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  in  the  ter¬ 
ritory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river,’  ”  for 
the  reasons  mentioned  at  the  close  of  my  last  annual  report. 

1  also  beg  leave  to  refer  to  reasons  assigned  in  the  same  document,  in  favor 
of  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  appointment  of  examiners  from  the 
General  Land  Office,  to  visit  the  subordinate  offices  for  the  investigation  of 
alleged  errors  and  abuses,  to  administer  oaths,  and  to  compel  the  attendance 
of  persons  and  the  production  of  papers.  Such  a  law  is  deemed  of  great  im¬ 
portance,  as  leading  to  efficiency,  promptitude,  and  uniformity  of  action, 
throughout  the  various  ramifications  of  this  branch  of  the  public  service. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  :  ^  JAS.  WHITCOMB, 

Commissioner » 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury . 


Statement  of  public  lands  sold  ;  of  cash ,  Treasurer's  receipts ,  Treasury  notes ,  scrip ,  received  therefor  ;  of  incidental 

expenses  thereon ,  0/ payments  into  the  Treasury  on  account  thereof  in  the  year  1839. 
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JAS.  WHITCOMB,  Commissioner 


Exhibit  of  the  amount  of  purchase  money  ( including  erroneous  entries)  received  for  land  sold  at  the  United  States  land 

offices ,  monthly,  from  the  of  January  to  the  30 th  of  September ,  1840,  inclusive. 
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Exhibit  of  the  periods  to  which  the  monthly  accounts  of  the  registers  and 
receivers  of  the  public  land  offices  have  been  rendered ,  showing  the  balance 
of  cash  in  the  receivers *  hands  at  the  date  of  their  monthly  accounts  cur¬ 
rent ,  and  the  periods  to  which  the  receivers ?  quarterly  accounts  have  been 
Tendered . 


MONTHLY 

RETURNS. 

<U  in  s_i  < 

O)  o  . 

c  c  c-  ra  •« 

a  a  ~  ^  ® 

--  _r~  c/:  >*>  O 

which 

fivers’ 

o  a 

W  QJ 

Xt 

Land  Offices, 

Period  to  which 
rendered  by 
register. 

Period  to  which 
rendered  by 
receiver. 

Admitted  br 

of  cash  in 

of  receive) 

last  month 

counts  curi 

Period  to  1 

the  rece 

quarterly 

counts  hav< 

rendered. 

Ohio. 

Marietta  - 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

$285  00 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Zanesville  - 

. 

Aug. 

31/1840 

Aug. 

31,  1840 

710  00 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Steubenville 

July 

31,  1840 

July 

31,  1840 

499  36* 

Sept. 

8,  1840 

Chillicothe 

• 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

2,278  48 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Cincinnati  - 

m 

Sept. 

30,  1839 

July 

31,  1840 

229  26* 

June 

30,  1840 

Wooster 

• 

July 

31,  1840 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

1,503  28* 

Sept. 

18,  1840 

Lima 

_ 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Sept. 

30,  1810 

4,179  49 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Bucyrus 

- 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

1,789  39 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Indiana, 

Jeffersonville 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

493  09 

Sept. 

30, 1840 

Vincennes  - 

• 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

'  Nov. 

30,  1840 

427  22 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Indianapolis 

- 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

2,518  32 

Sept. 

30, 1840 

Crawfordsville 

- 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

2,893  78 

Sept. 

30, 1840 

Fort  Wayne 

► 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

10,712  23 

Sept. 

30, 1840 

Winamac  - 

- 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

12,397  97 

Sept. 

30, 1840 

Illinois. 

Shawneetown 

m 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

Oct. 

1 

31, 1840 

3,380  69 

Sept, 

30,  1840 

Kaskaskia 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

10,828  61 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Edwardsville 

• 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

1,107  51 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Vandalia  - 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

5,518  54 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Palestine  - 

- 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

16,839  38 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Springfield 

• 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

2,037  90 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Danville 

• 

March  31,  1840 

March 

31,  1840 

Mar. 

31,  1840 

Quincy 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

2,238  33 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Galena 

a. 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

3,259  67 

Sept. 

30,  1840- 

Chicago 

- 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

81,708  27 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Missouri. 

St.  Louis  - 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Sept. 

P 

06 

p 

Fayette 

Nov, 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

10,477  00 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Palmyra  - 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

1,610  95 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Jackson 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

9,168  84 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Lexington  - 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

24,790  60 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Springfield 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

9,524  02 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Alabama. 

St.  Stephen’s 

Nov. 

30, 1840 

Nov. 

30  1840 

1,792  27 

Sept. 

30, 1840 

Cahaba 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

8,015  77 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Huntsville  - 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1810 

+ 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Tuscaloosa 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

838  42 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Sparta 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

1,167  89 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Demopolis  - 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

1,194  66 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Montgomery 

Nov. 

30,  1810 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

8,056  49 

Sept. 

30,  18«0 

Mardisville 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Sept. 

30, 1840 

V  481  34 

Sept. 

30,  1840* 

*  Balance  claimed  by  receiver.  +  Receiver  claims  a  balance. 
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Land  Offices. 

MONTHLY 

RETURNS. 

Admitted  balance 

of  cash  in  hands 

of  receivers,  per 

last  monthly  ac¬ 

counts  current. 

Period  to  which 

the  receivers’ 

quarterly  ac¬ 

counts  have  been 
rendered. 

Period  to  which 
rendered  by 
register. 

Period  to  which 
rendered  by 
receiver. 

Mississippi. 

Washington 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

83,510  30 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Augusta  - 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

4,031  01 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Jackson  ... 

July 

31,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

11,080  29 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Grenada  (late  Chocchunaa) 

Aug. 

31,  1840 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

6,651  74 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Columbus  - 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

1,407  43 

Sept. 

30, 1840 

Louisiana. 

New  Orleans 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

386  17 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Opelousas  - 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

10,737  36 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Ouachita  - 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

20,202  28 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Greensburg 

No  sales 

since 

L837. 

Natchitoches 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

’  30,  1840 

29,387  22 

Sept. 

30, 1840 

Micbigan. 

Detroit  - 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

24,691  48 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

.  Kalamazoo  - 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

1,401  83 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Monroe  - 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

141  41 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Genesee  - 

Nov. 

30, 1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

1,434  32 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Ionia  ... 

Nov. 

30,  184(1 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

4,754  71 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Arkansas' 

Batesville  - 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

6,988  18 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Little  Rock 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

5,841  95 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Washington 

Dec. 

31,  1839 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

17,220  88 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Fayetteville 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

12,476  62 

Sept. 

30, 1840 

Helena  - 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

1,895  64 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Johnson  C.  H. 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

Oct. 

30,  1840 

15,096  57 

Sept. 

30, 1840 

Wiskonsin  Territory. 

Mineral  Point 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

4,186  99 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Green  Bay 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

2,335  61 

Sept. 

30, 1840 

Milwaukee 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

32,424  77 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

Iowa  Territory. 

Dubuque  - 

Nov. 

30, 1840 

Nov. 

30.  1840 

4,998  04 

Sept. 

30,  1S40 

Burlington 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

Oct. 

31,  1840 

83  13 

Sept. 

30,  1S40 

Florida  Territory. 

Tallahassee 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

Nov. 

30,  1840 

2,900  56 

Sept. 

30,  1S40 

St.  Augustine 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

- J 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

639  40 

Sept. 

30,  1840 

General  Land  Office, 

December  30, 1840. 


JAS.  WHITCOMB,  Commissioner. 
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H. 

Estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  General  Land  Office  for  the  year  1841. 

$3,000  00 


For  Commissioner’s  salary,  as  per  act  of  4th  July,  1836 
For  salaries  of  the  Solicitor,  Recorder,  principal  clerks,  clerks, 
draughtsman,  messengers,  assistants,  and  packers  - 
For  contingent  expenses  of  every  description — including  the 
cost  of  83,000  pieces  of  parchment  and  printing  patents,  and 
the  cost  of  books  and  blank  forms  for  the  district  land  offices 


95,000  00 


24,670  00 


The  above  item  of  $24,670  is  designed  to  cover  the  following  expendi¬ 
tures,  viz: 

83,000  pieces  of  parchment,  (including  cost  of  printing,)  at  14 

cents  -------  $11,620  00 

Stationary  of  all  kinds,  binding,  printing,  including  purchase 

and  binding  of  maps,  &e.  -  6,000  00 

Publishing  proclamations  of  land  sales  -  4,000  00 

Pay  of  laborers,  repairs  of  furniture,  washing  towels,  coal-hods, 

and  fire  apparatus  ------  2,000  00 

Miscellaneous,  including  cost  of  new  book  and  paper  cases  -  900  00 

Mail-carrier  -------  150  00 


Total 


24,670  00 


General  Land  Office, 

December  30,  1840. 


JAS.  WHITCOMB,  Commissioner. 


I. 

Estimates  of  appropriations  for  the  surveying  department  for  the  year 

1841. 

SALARIES. 

In  addition  to  the  unexpended  balances  of  former  appropriations  : 

For  compensation  of  the  Surveyor  General  northwest  of  the 


Ohio  ------  $2,000 

For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  act  of  9th  May,  1836  -  6,300 


For  compensation  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Missouri  -  2,000 

For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  act  of  9th  May,  1836  -  3,820 


For  compensation  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Ar¬ 
kansas  ------  2,000 

For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  act  of  9th  May,  1836  -  2,800 


For  compensation  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Louis¬ 
iana  -  -  -  -  -  2,000 

For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  act  of  9th  May,  1836  -  2,500 

—  4,500  00 
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For  compensation  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  -  $2,000 

For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  act  of  9th  May,  1836  -  1,000 

For  compensation  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Ala¬ 
bama  ------  2,000 

For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  act  of  9th  May,  1836  -  2,200 

For  compensation  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Flor¬ 
ida  ------  2,000 

For  clerk  in  his  office,  per  act  of  9th  May,  1836  -  500 

For  compensation  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Wis- 
konsin,  per  act  of  12th  June,  1838,  with  a  proposed 
increase  of  $500  -----  2,000 

For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  act  of  12th  June,  1838, 

with  a  proposed  increase  of  $400  -  -  2,000 

For  extra  clerks  and  draughtsmen  in  the  offices  of  the  sur¬ 
veyors  general,  in  addition  to  the  unexpended  balances  of 
former  appropriations  for  clerks  and  draughtsmen  in  said 
offices,  to  be  apportioned  to  them  according  to  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  the  public  service  -  -  -  -  - 

For  extra  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  surveyors  general,  to 
transcribe  field-notes  of  surveys,  for  the  purpose  of  preserv¬ 
ing  them  at  the  seat  of  Government,  in  addition  to  the  unex¬ 
pended  balances  of  former  appropriations  for  a  similar  object : 
Office  of  the  Surveyor  General  northwest  of  Ohio  -  $4,500 
Office  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Illinois  and  Missouri  3,000 
Office  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Arkansas  -  1,500 

Office  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Louisiana  -  1,000 


For  surveying  for  the  year  1841. 

In  addition  to  unexpended  balances  of  former  appropriations  : 
For  surveying  the  public  lands,  to  be  apportioned  to  the 
several  surveying  districts  according  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  public  service,  including  office-rent  and  fuel  for  the 
year  1841  -  -  - 

For  retracing  certain  old  surveys  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  at 
a  price  not  exceedingybwr  dollars  a  mile  -  -  - 

For  surveys  in  Missouri,  in  the  towns  named  in  the  act  of 
26th  May,  1824,  in  addition  to  the  six  thousand  dollars  ap¬ 
propriated  for  the  same  object  by  the  act  of  8th  April,  1838 
For  surveying  five  hundred  miles  of  detached  and  unfinished 
lines  in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  (principally  in  the  military 
district,  Illinois,)  at  a  price  not  exceeding  six  dollars  a  mile 


Total 


General  Land  Office, 


$3,000  00 


4,200  00 


2.500  00 


4,000  00 


7,200  00 


10,000  OO 


55,000  00 


15,000  00 


2,000  00 


3,000  00 


129,320  OO 


JAS.  WHITCOMB,  Commissioner. 


December  4,  1840. 
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RECAPITULATION 


States  and  Territories. 

Originally  pro¬ 
claimed. 

Postponed. 

'Under  procla¬ 
mation. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Illinois 

• 

- 

- 

985,956.15 

2,880.00 

983,076.15 

Wiskonsin  Territory 

- 

m 

m 

173,215.12 

mm 

173,215.12 

Iowa  Territory 

- 

m 

- 

2,076,788.90 

mm 

2,076,788.90 

Missouri 

- 

m 

- 

1,060,655.64 

— m 

1,060,655.64 

Arkansas  - 

- 

m 

- 

1,900,248.33 

14,237.15 

1,886,011.18 

Louisiana  - 

- 

m 

• 

442,182.04 

442,182.04 

Michigan  - 

- 

- 

- 

6,499,219.70 

20,070.74 

6,479,148.96 

Ohio 

• 

- 

m 

99,520.00 

99,520.00 

Alabama 

> 

• 

m 

34,260.00 

■ 

34,260.00 

Indiana 

- 

m 

- 

259,752.40 

- 

259,752.40 

13,531,798.28 

37,187.89 

13,494,610.39 

General  Land  Office,  December  1, 1840. 


JAMES  WHITCOMB,  Commissioner - 


i. — Exhibit  of  ilie  quantities  of  public  land  proclaimed  for  sale  in  the  year  1840 ;  the  quantity  prepared  for  sale  not  yet  pro¬ 
claimed  ;  the  probable  quantities  ( estimated  from  the  reports  of  the  surveyors  general )  which  will  be  prepared  for  market 
in  all  the  year  1840  ;  also,  the  quantities  which ,  under  the  estimates  now  submitted ,  it  is  designed,  to  cause  to  be  sectioned 
for  market  during  the  year  1841,  and  the  returns  of  which  may  be  fully  completed  by  the  middle  of  1842. 
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General  Land  Office,  December  30,  1840.  J  AS.  WHITCOMB,  Commissioner. 
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Table  of  the  quantity  of  land  offered  for  sale  in  each  State  and  Territory  in  each  of  the  years  ending  December ,  1837, 1838, 
1839,  and  1840;  the  quantities  advertised  to  be  sold  in  1841  ;  and  quantities  on  hand  for  proclamation. 
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JAMES  WHITCOMB,  Commissioner. 


Doc.  No.  3S.  45 

O. 

Reports  of  the  Surveyors  General  of  the  public  lands. 

Surveyor  General’s  Office, 

Cincinnati ,  October  24,  1840. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  instruction  contained  in  your  “circular  to  sur¬ 
veyors  general,”  of  the  9th  September  ultimo,  I  present  to  you  the  usual 
annual  report  on  the  progress  and  condition  of  the  public  surveys  in  the 
district  comprising  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan,  for  the  year 
which  has  expired  since  my  last  annual  report,  with  the  usual  estimates 
for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year. 

The  whole  of  the  lands  in  the  State  of  Indiana ,  acquired  by  the  treaties 
with  the  Miami  Indians  of  October  23,  1834,  and  November  6, 1838,  have 
been  surveyed,  and  copies  of  the  plats  thereof  transmitted  to  the  General 
Land  Office.  The  copies  of  the  same  plats  for  the  Fort  Wayne  district 
have  been  sent  to  the  register  some  time  since,  and  those  for  the  Crawfords- 
ville  and  Winamac  districts  are  prepared,  and  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
registers,  respectively,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

In  the  State  of  Michigan ,  since  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report  there 
have  been  surveyed,  and  the  returns  made  to  this  office  of  seventy-nine 
townships  west,  and  fifty-five  townships  east,  of  the  principal  meridian  ;  in¬ 
cluding  the  lands  purchased  of  the  Saganaw  band  of  Chippewa  Indians  by 
treaty  of  January  14,  1837 :  in  all,  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  townships* 
This  completes  the  survey  of  all  the  townships  in  the  State  south  of  the  third 
correction  line,  (between  townships  30  and  31,)  and  twelve  townships  north 
of  that  line,  and  includes  forty-eight  townships  west  of  the  principal  meridian, 
which  were  put  under  contract  since  the  last  annual  report  was  made.  The 
original  plats  of  all  these  townships  have  been  made,  and  copies  of  most  of 
them  transmitted  to  the  general  and  district  land  offices.  The  copies  of 
the  remainder  will  be  completed  and  transmitted  early  next  month  ;  and, 
within  the  present  quarter,  the  descriptive  notes  of  these  townships,  and 
such  others  as  have  not  heretofore  been  sent,  will  be  completed,  and  copies 
transmitted  to  your  office,  and  to  the  registers  of  the  several  land  offices. 
During  the  year,  there  have  been  transmitted  to  the  General  Land  Office, 
and  also  to  the  registers  of  the  proper  land  offices,  copies  of  the  plats  of 
three  hundred  and  forty  townships  in  Michigan,  and  forty-eight  townships 
in  Indiana,  as  enumerated  in  the  accompanying  table,  (marked  No.  3.) 

Within  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September  ultimo,  we  have  tran¬ 
scribed,  for  preservation  at  the  seat  of  Government,  the  field- notes  of  five 
hundred  and  forty-six  townships,  covering  sixteen  thousand  five  hundred 
and  thirty-two  pages  of  large  foolscap  paper.  The  transcripts  of  original 
field-notes  of  surveys,  which  have  been  prepared  in  this  office,  will  make 
eighty  volumes  of  about  five  hundred  pages  each  ;  which  have  been  collated 
and  arranged  for  the  binder,  and  will  be  immediately  bound,  indexed,  and 
transmitted  to  the  General  Land  Office.  On  the  15th  of  January  last,  1 
entered  into  contract  with  three  able  and  experienced  deputies  for  survey¬ 
ing  all  the  exterior  township  lines  north  of  the  third  correction  line  in  the 
southern  peninsula,  and  so  much  of  the  upper  peninsula  as  lies  east  of  the 
line  between  ranges  8  and  9  west  of  the  principal  meridian.  Under  these 
contracts,  all  the  township  lines  north  of  the  third  correction  line  in  the 
southern  peninsula  have  been  completed,  and  the  field-notes  thereof  return- 
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ed  to  this  office.  No  return  has  yet  been  received  from  the  surveyor 
in  the  upper  peninsula.  His  contract  is  limited  to  the  1st  of  next  month, 
and  he  is  now  daily  looked  for.  By  a  communication  received  from  him, 
under  date  of  5th  of  June  last,  I  learn  that  he  passed  the  straits  of  Macki¬ 
naw,  on  the  line  between  ranges  3  and  4  west,  and  intersected  the  upper 
peninsula  about  one  mile  west  of  Point  St.  Ignace,  and  had  surveyed  the 
point  between  Lakes  Huron  and  Michigan  up  to  the  line  between  town¬ 
ships  42  and  43. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  instructions  of  the  6th  of  August  last,  I  immedi¬ 
ately  put  under  contract,  for  subdivision,  all  the  remaining  townships  in  the 
southern  peninsula,  except  twenty-three,  situate  in  the  interior.  These  sur¬ 
veys,  by  the  terms  of  the  contracts,  are  all  returnable  by  the  1 1th  of  December 
next,  and  will  probably  be  all  completed  by  that  time.  In  these  contracts,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  peninsula,  is  embraced  a  considerable  body  of  very  good 
farming  land.  For  want  of  the  return  of  the  township  lines  in  the  upper 
peninsula.  I  have  not  made  any  contracts  for  subdividing  therein.  And, 
moreover,  the  season  has  now  too  far  advanced  to  commence  surveys  there, 
and  they  must  necessarily  be  deferred  until  next  season. 

By  your  instruction  of  the  6th  August  last,  1  am  directed  “to  cause  that 
•township  line  of  range  8,  which  will,  as  near  as  may  be,  equally  divide  the 
peninsula,  to  be  extended  west  to  Chocolate  river,  (which  is  the  western 
•boundary  of  the  Ottowa  and  Chippewa  cession  of  1836,)  as  a  standard  par¬ 
allel,  and  contract  for  the  survey  of  all  the  exterior  boundaries  of  townships 
situated  between  that  line  and  Lake  Superior;”  but  it  was  then  too  late  in 
the  season  to  commence  a  tour  of  surveying  in  that  high  latitude,  where 
winter  sets  in  early  with  its  deep  snows  and  severe  cold  weather;  to  en¬ 
counter  which,  no  surveying  party  would  consent  to  remain  out.  More¬ 
over,  for  want  of  the  returns  of  the  township  lines,  now  in  course  of  survey 
in  that  quarter,  it  could  not  be  known  with  sufficient  accuracy  what  town¬ 
ship  line  extended  west  would  divide  the  territory  into  about  equal  parts. 
The  surveys  above  directed  were,  therefore,  also  laid  over  till  next  spring. 

For  our  field  operations  during  the  year  1841,  besides  the  running  of  the 
township  boundary  lines  above  referred  to,  I  recommend  the  extension  of 
the  township  lines  throughout  all  that  part  of  the  peninsula  lying  east  of 
Chocolate  river,  or  the  western  boundary  of  the  Ottawa  and  Chippewa  ces¬ 
sion  of  1836.  From  the  survey  of  the  township  lines,  the  character  of  the 
country  will  be  made  known  ;  and  such  portions  of  it  as  may  be  found  suita¬ 
ble  for  cultivation,  or  valuable  for  its  lumber,  metalliferous  deposites,  or 
other  advantages,  might  then  be  subdivided.  This  tract  is  estimated  to 
contain  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  townships.  I  recommend,  also,  the 
subdivision  of  all  the  townships  in  the  upper  peninsula  situate  east  of  the 
9th  range  west  of  the  meridian,  the  exterior  boundaries  of  which  are  now 
4>eing  surveyed,  estimated  at  sixty  townships,  and  the  twenty-three  town¬ 
ships  remaining  in  the  southern  peninsula.  It  might  likewise  be  deemed 
expedient  to  subdivide  some  fifty  townships  in  the  tract  lying  between 
Lakes  Michigan  and  Superior,  and  east  of  Chocolate  river;  and  I  suggest 
the  propriety  of  authorizing  the  survey  thereof,  if,  on  running  out  the  town¬ 
ship  boundaries,  it  should  seem  advisable  to  do  so. 

Should  these  several  surveys  be  authorized,  there  will  be  required,  to  de¬ 
fray  the  expense  thereof,  an  appropriation  of  thirty-four  thousand  six  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  dollars,  as  follows : 
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For  surveys  in  Michigan  in  1811. 

For  surveying  exterior  township  line  - 
For  subdividing  23  townships  in  southern  peninsula  - 
For  subdividing  60  townships  in  upper  peninsula 
For  subdividing  50  townships  in  upper  peninsula 


$9,000 

4.420 

11.5S0 

9.650 


Total  -  34,650 


In  your  communication  of  the  28th  of  July  last,  you  direct  that  the 
expenditure  for  clerk-hire  be  restricted  “to  the  smallest  possible  amount 
consistent  with  the  public  interests  and  the  actual  demands  upon  the  office, 
in  order  that  any  balance  left  at  the  close  of  the  year  may  be  carried  for¬ 
ward  to  the  service  of  1841,  and  the  estimates  for  that  year  reduced  by  ail 
equal  amount,  should  it  become  necessary.” 

Whether  the  proposed  new  surveys  for  the  next  year  be  authorized  or 
not,  the  public  interests  will  require  that  there  should  be  at  least  no  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  clerical  force  of  the  office.  So  great  has  been  the  amount  of  the 
current  business,  growing  out  of  the  public  surveys  during  the  last  fifteen 
years,  that  no  time  could  be  spared  to  do  any  thing  toward  bringing  up  the 
records.  The  original  field-notes  and  plats  of  all  the  public  surveys  made 
in  this  district  within  that  period  remain  yet  to  be  recorded.  And,  besides 
this,  a  large  portion  of  the  original  field  notes  of  the  surveys  made  prior 
thereto,  as  far  back  as  the  year  i799,  and  some  as  early  as  1786,  are  yet.  to 
be  recorded.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  field-notes  of  those  early  sur¬ 
veys,  written  originally  with  very  inferior  ink,  have  become  so  dim  as  to 
be  read  with  difficulty ;  and,  in  a  few  years  more,  will  be  altogether  illegi¬ 
ble.  These  must,  therefore,  soon  be  recorded,  or  the  writing  will  be  en¬ 
tirely  obliterated.  In  justice,  then,  to  the  public  interests,  the  usual  appro¬ 
priation  for  clerk-hire  in  this  office  should  be  continued  :  which  I  earnestly 
recommend. 

As  the  transcribing  the  field-notes  of  the  surveys  for  preservation  at  the 
seat  of  Government  has  so  far  advanced,  and  is  a  work  of  such  manifest 
utility  and  importance  that  it  should  now  be  steadily  prosecuted  to  comple¬ 
tion,  I  think  it  my  duty,  therefore,  to  recommend  the  continuance  of  the 
usual  appropriation  for  that  purpose  for  next  year.  With  these  views,  I 
present  the  following  estimate  for  the  service  of  1841  : 

For  salaries  and  contingen  crpenses  of  the  office. 


For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  general  ...  $2,000 

For  compensation  to  clerks,  per  act  of  9th  May,  1836  -  -  6,300 

For  compensation  to  extra  clerks  ro  transcribe  field-notes  -  4,500 

For  stationary,  pointing,  and  postage  -  600 

For  office  furniture  -  -  -  -  -  -  100 

For  office-rent  and  fuel  -  -  -  -  -  400 

For  laborer  (or  messenger)  -  -  -  -  -  150 


14,050 


I  submit,  with  this  report,  a  general  statement  of  receipts  and  disburse¬ 
ments  for  surveying  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September  last, 
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(marked  No.  1 ;)  a  tabular  statement  of  contracts  entered  into  since  my  last 
annual  report,  including  those  which  then  remained  unfinished,  (marked  No. 
2 ;)  triplicate  skeleton  maps  of  Michigan,  showing  the  state  of  the  work  in 
the  field  and  the  proposed  new  surveys,  (marked  CCC;)  and  a  tabular  list 
of  all  the  township  plats  transmitted  to  your  office  since  the  date  of  my  last 
annual  report,  (marked  No.  3.) 

Yery  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  HAINES,  Surveyor  General. 

Hon.  James  Whitcomb, 

Commissioner  General  Land  Office)  Washington . 

No.  1. 

General  statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements  for  surveying  the  public 
lands  in  the  district  comprising  the  States  of  Ohio}  Indiana ,  and  Michi¬ 
gan^ for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1840. 

RECEIPTS. 


Balance  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  Sept.  30,  1839 

$3,051  30 

Cash  received  from  Treasurer  United  States  in  4th  qr.  1839 

6,000  00 

Do. 

do. 

1st  qr.  1840 

8,000  00 

Do. 

do. 

2d  qr.  1840 

10,000  00 

Do. 

do. 

3d  qr.  1840 

10,500  00 

Total 

37,551  30 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Cash  expended  in  4th  quarter  1839 

-  $9,448  43 

Do. 

1st  quarter  1840 

-  4,094  35 

Do. 

2d  quarter  1840 

-  7,522  40 

Do. 

3d  quarter  1840 

-  16,691  69 

37,756  87 


Excess  of  disbursements  over  the  receipts  -  -  205  57 

E,  S.  HAINES,  Surveyor  General . 

Surveyor  General’s  Office, 

Cincinnati ,  October  24,  1840. 


Tabular  statement  of  contracts  for  surveying  in  the  district  comprising  the  States  of  Ohio ,  Indiana ?  and  Michigan. 
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No.  3. 


List  of  township  plats  transmitted  to  the  General  Land  Office  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  24 th  of  October ,  1840,  to  accompany  Surveyor  Gen¬ 
eral's  report  of  that  date. 


Date  of 
transmission. 

Townships. 

Range. 

District. 

1840. 
Jan.  25 

MICHIGAN. 

18, 19,  20,  N. 

1 

W. 

Saganaw. 

IT,  18, 19,  20,  N.  - 

2 

u 

do. 

' 

15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  20,  N.  - 

3 

ti 

Ionia. 

13, 14, 15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  20,  N.  - 

4 

a 

do. 

11,  12,  13, 14,  15,  16,  IT,  18,  19, 
20,  N.  - 

5 

a 

do. 

11, 12,  13,  14,  15, 16,  17,  18,  19, 
20,  N.  - 

6 

u 

do. 

11,  12,  13,  14, 15, 16,  IT,  18,  19, 
20,  N.  - 

T 

u 

do. 

11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16,  IT,  18,  19, 
20,  N.  - 

8 

u 

do. 

11,  12,  13,  14,  15.  16,  IT,  18,  19, 
20,  N.  - 

9 

a 

do. 

11,  12,  13, 14,  15, 16,  17,  18,  19, 
20,  N.  - 

10 

u 

do. 

11, 12, 14, 15, 16,  IT,  18, 19,  20,  N. 

11 

a 

do. 

11, 12, 14, 15, 16,  IT,  18, 19, 20,  N. 

12 

u 

do. 

11, 12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  IT,  18,  19, 
20,  N.  - 

13 

u 

do. 

12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,  N. 

14 

a 

do. 

12, 13, 14, 15, 16,  IT,  18, 19, 20,  N. 

15 

a 

• 

do. 

12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,  N. 

16 

a 

do. 

12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,  N. 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,  N. 

IT 

a 

do. 

18 

a 

do. 

14,  15,  N. 

19 

u 

do. 

March  13 

21,22,  N. 

3 

E. 

Saganaw. 

21,22,23,24,  25,  N. 

4 

a 

do. 

21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  N.  - 
21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  N.  - 

5 

u 

do. 

'\ 

6 

a 

do. 

"  » 

21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  N.  - 

T 

a 

do. 

22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  N. 

8 

a 

do. 

\  - 

22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  N. 

9 

a 

do. 

March  18 

21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  29, 
30,  N.  - 

13 

w. 

Ionia. 

21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  29, 
30,  N.  - 

14 

u 

do. 

21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 2T,  28, 29,  N. 

15 

a 

do. 

21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  2T,  N. 

16 

a 

do. 
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Date  of 
transmission. 

Townships. 

Range. 

District. 

Michigan — Continued. 

• 

1840. 

March  18 

21,22,  N. 

- 

- 

17 

W. 

Ionia. 

April 

10 

21,22,  23,  24,  25,  26, 

27,  28, 

29, 

30,  N.  - 

m 

- 

8 

u 

do. 

21,22,  23,  24,  25,  26, 

27,  28, 

29, 

30,  N.  - 

- 

- 

9 

u 

do. 

21,22,  23,  24,  25,  26, 

27,  28, 

29, 

30,  N.  - 

• 

- 

10 

a 

do. 

21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26, 

27,  28, 

29, 

30,  N.  - 

- 

11 

u 

do. 

21,22,  23,  24,  25,  26, 

27,  28, 

29, 

30,  N.  - 

- 

- 

12 

u 

do. 

INDIANA, 

June 

15 

21,22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  N.  - 

1 

E. 

Crawfordsville. 

27,  N. 

- 

- 

2 

u 

Winamac. 

27,  N.  - 

- 

- 

3 

u 

do. 

27,  28,  N. 

- 

- 

4 

a 

do. 

27,  28,  N. 

- 

- 

5 

u 

do. 

27,  N.  - 

- 

- 

6 

u 

do. 

21,22,23,  24,  25,26, 

N.  - 

- 

2 

u 

Fort  Wayne. 

26,  N.  - 

- 

- 

3 

u 

do. 

26,  N.  - 

- 

- 

4 

u 

do. 

26,  N.  - 

- 

- 

5 

« 

do. 

26,  N.  - 

- 

- 

6 

u 

do. 

25,  26,  27,  33,  34,  N. 

- 

- 

7 

a 

do. 

27,  28,  33,  34,  N.  - 

- 

- 

8 

u 

do. 

27,  28,  31,  N. 

- 

- 

9 

a 

do. 

27,  28,  29,  30,  31,  N. 

- 

- 

10 

a 

do. 

27,  28,  29,  30,  N.  - 

- 

- 

11 

a 

do. 

28,  29,  N. 

- 

- 

12 

a 

do. 

23,  N.  - 

- 

- 

13 

a 

do. 

23,  N.  - 

- 

- 

14 

a 

do. 

MICHIGAN. 

July 

20 

28,  29,  30,  N. 

• 

• 

1 

w. 

Saganaw. 

28,  29,  30,  N. 

- 

2 

a 

do. 

28,  29,  30,  N. 

- 

- 

3 

u 

Ionia. 

28,  29,  30,  N. 

- 

- 

4 

a 

do. 

28,  29,  30,  N. 

- 

- 

5 

u 

do. 

28,  29,  30,  N. 

• 

- 

6 

a 

do. 

27,  28,  29,  30,  N.  - 

- 

- 

7 

a 

do. 
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Date  of 
transmission. 

Townships. 

Range. 

District. 

♦ 

1840. 
Aug.  19 

Michigan — Continued. 

21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  N.  - 

1  E. 

Saganaw. 

21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  N.  - 

2  “ 

do. 

23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  N.  - 

3  “ 

do. 

Oct.  5 

13,  14,  N. 

2  “ 

do. 

9,  12,  13,  14,  N.  - 

3  “ 

do. 

13,  14,  15,  N.  - 

4  “ 

do. 

9,  10,  13,  14,  15,  N. 

5  “ 

do. 

11,  N.  - 

6  “ 

do. 

11,  N.  .... 

7  “ 

do. 

17,  N.  - 

9  “ 

do. 

Surveyor  General’s  Office, 

Cincinnati ,  October  24,  1840. 

E.  S.  HAINES,  Surveyor  General. 


Surveyor  General’s  Office, 

Cincinnati ,  November  26,  1840. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herein  a  sketch  of  that  portion  of  the  northern  peninsula 
of  Michigan  through  which  Mr.  Burt  has  extended  the  exterior  township 
lines,  being  the  eastern  end  of  the  peninsula.  The  sketch  is  drawn  on 
the  same  scale  as  the  skeleton  maps  accompanying  my  last  annual  report, 
and  is  intended  as  an  amendment  of  those  maps,  so  far  as  relates  to  that 
portion  of  the  State  embraced  in  the  sketch. 

Mr.  Burt  informs  me  that  the  inhabitants  at  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  were 
surprised  that  Sugar  island  should  have  been  withheld  from  survey ;  as 
there  is  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  on  both  sides  of  the  strait, 
that  the  island  belongs  to  the  United  States,  as  the  rapid  and  shoal  water 
©n  the  west  side  of  it  prevents  its  navigation  by  lake  craft,  while  on  the 
eastern  side  there  is  a  fine  deep  channel.  It  will  be  very  desirable  that  the 
boundary  question  in  relation  to  this  island  be  fixed  before  the  subdivisions 
are  made  in  that  quarter. 

A  diagram  of  Mr.  Burt’s  township  lines  will  be  prepared,  and  transmitted 
to  you  in  a  few  days. 

Yery  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  HAINES, 

Surveyor  General . 

Hon.  James  Whitcomb, 

Commissioner  General  Land  Office ,  Washington . 
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Surveyor  General’s  Office, 

Dubuque ,  October  22,  1840. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  annual  report  of  the 
condition  of  the  surveys,  and  estimates  for  the  expenses,  for  the  year  1841, 
called  for  in  your  communication  of  September  9,  1840. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  JONES, 

Surveyor  General. 

Hon.  James  Whitcomb, 

Commissioner  General  Land  Office,  Washington . 


Surveyor  General’s  Office, 

Dubuque ,  October  18,  1840. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  your  “  circular  to  the  sur¬ 
veyors  general,”  dated  September  9,  1840,  calling  for  the  usual  report, 
maps,  and  tabular  statements  on  the  condition  of  the  surveys  in  this  dis¬ 
trict,  and  estimates  for  the  service  of  1841,  I  respectfully  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

Since  the  last  annual  report  of  my  predecessor,  the  surveys  then  in 
progress,  embracing  the  Wisconsin  pineries,  have  been  completed,  the  work 
platted,  and  the  plats  and  descriptive  notes  transmitted  to  the  general  and 
district  land  offices. 

The  exterior  township  lines  east  of  Fox  river,  and  west  of  Green  bay, 
ordered  for  survey  in  your  communication  of  the  23d  of  November,  1838, 
have  been  completed,  amounting  to  599  miles  96  chains  59  links.  Two 
contracts  have  been  given  out  for  the  subdivision  of  seven  townships,  and 
fifteen  fractional  townships  bordering  upon  the  navigable  waters  of  Green 
bay  and  its  tributaries  ;  the  field  notes  of  the  northern  part  of  this  district 
are  returned  to  this  office,  but  not  vet  platted  ;  the  field-notes  of  the  sur¬ 
veys  in  the  southern  part  are  daily  expected. 

'The  exterior  township  lines  in  the  Winnebago  cession  of  November  1, 
1837,  ordered  for  survey  in  your  communication  of  the  20th  of  August, 
183S,  have  been  completed,  with  the  exception  of  one  fractional  township 
boundary,  which  is  now  undergoing  a  resurvey,  the  returns  from  which  are 
expected  in  two  weeks  ;  soon  after  their  receipt,  the  diagram  of  said  township 
lines  will  be  forwarded  to  your  department.  A  contract  for  the  subdivision 
of  thirteen  fractional  townships,  bordering  upon  the  Wiskonsin  river,  in 
said  Winnebago  cession,  east  of  the  4th  principal  meridian,  was  assigned 
to  Messrs.  Sprague  &  Mansfield  ;  they  have  made  returns  of  their  work, 
which  has  been  platted,  but  much  of  it  found  eery  defective  ;  this  circum.- 
stance  has  compelled  me  to  send  another  deputy  into  the  field,  to  make  cor¬ 
rections  of  about  fifty  miles  of  their  work.  These  corrections,  which  are 
expected  in  two  or  three  weeks,  will,  it  is  hoped,  enable  me  to  finish  the 
plats  of  said  district  within  a  few  weeks  after. 

The  subdivision  of  two  townships  and  twelve  fractional  townships  has 
been  assigned  to  Orson  Lyon,  situated  west  of  the  4th  principal  meridian, 
and  bordering  upon  the  Wiskonsin  and  Mississippi  rivers;  all  but  one 
township  of  this  district  have  been  returned  to  this  office,  and  two-thirds  of 
the  same  platted.  A  resurvey  has  been  made  of  the  east  and  west  branches 
of  the  Pekatonica  river,  in  township  1  north,  range  5  east,  4th  meridian  ; 
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also  a  survey  of  two  islands  in  Fox  lake,  in  township  13  north,  range  13 
east,  4th  meridian  ;  the  plats  of  which  have  been  transmitted  to  the  general 
and  district  land  offices. 

Two  deputies  have  been  selected  to  run  the  exterior  township  lines  in 
the  Sac  and  Fox  cession  of  October  21,  1837,  as  per  your  communication 
of  August  8,  1840  ;  the  necessary  papers  for  the  deputies  are  prepared,  and 
they  will  be  in  the  field  in  a  few  days.  These  contracts  have  been  una¬ 
voidably  delayed,  in  consequence  of  the  severe  indisposition  of  the  clerks 
in  my  office  the  past  summer  and  this  fall.  The  township  ct  ded  by  the 
Stockbridge  Indians,  situate  on  the  east  side  of  Winnebago  lake,  will  be 
put  under  contract  for  survey  in  a  few  days.  There  have  been  transcribed, 
for  the  General  Land  Office,  166  townships  and  fractional  townships  in 
Wiskonsin,  and  42  in  Iowa;  also  23  townships  and  fractional  townships 
recorded  in  Wiskonsin,  and  24  in  Iowa. 

With  regard  to  future  surveys,  I  would  respectfully  repeat  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  my  predecessor — the  expediency  of  an  appropriation  for  the 
survey  of  the  “  500, 000-acre  tract,”  ceded  by  the  Menornonies  to  the  United 
States  for  the  New  York  Indians,  making  about  27  townships  ;  also,  the 
survey  of  the  exterior  township  lines  of  the  fractional  townships  bordering 
upon  the  Mississippi,  as  far  north  as  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  with  the 
subdivision  of  about  12  townships,  having  proper  regard  for  those  most 
important  and  needed. 

1  have  to  estimate  for  surveys  in  the  Menomonie  cession  : 


For  township  lines,  250  miles  -----  $1,000' 

For  subdivisions,  1,818  miles  -----  5,000 

For  township  lines  upon  the  Mississippi  river,  625  miles  -  2,500 

For  subdivisions,  800  miles  -----  2,200 


Total  amount  for  surveys  -  10,700 

*  1 


You  will  find  herewith  tabular  statement,  marked  No.  1,  showing  the  un¬ 
expended  balance  in  my  hands  ;  also,  tabular  statement,  marked  No.  2,  ex¬ 
hibiting  the  condition  of  contracts  in  this  district ;  together  with  triplicate 
skeleton  maps  of  Wiskonsin  and  Iowa  Territories. 

The  high  prices  demanded  for  the  necessary  supplies  and  support  of  a 
family  in  this  place  compel  me  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  extract  from  the  annual  report  of  F.  S.  Haines,  Esq.,  Surveyor 
General,  dated  October  12,  1S38:  “The- salary  of  the  surveyor  general, 
as  fixed  by  the  act  creating  his  office,  is,  in  my  opinion,  altogether  an  in¬ 
adequate  compensation  for  the  labors  and  responsibilities  of  that  officer,  lo¬ 
cated  at  a  point  where  the  cost  of  living  is  equal,  perhaps,  to  any  other  in 
the  country.  There  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why  his  services  should 
receive  a  less  compensation  than  that  which  has  been  invariably  allowed 
to  every  other  surveyor  general,  ever  since  the  first  organization  of  those 
offices,  forty  years  ago ;  and  I  respectfully  recommend  that  he  be  allowed 
the  same  salary.” 

“  The  sum  allowed  for  clerk-hire  in  the  new  surveyor  general’s  office, 
by  the  same  act,  will  not,  I  am  persuaded,  enable  that  officer  to  perform 
even  a  moiety  of  the  business  which  will  devolve  upon  it.  The  new  sur¬ 
veys  which  will  be  called  for,  from  year  to  year,  ate  not  likely  to  be  less 
extensive  than  they  will  be  in  the  other  districts.  Besides  the  office  duties 
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which  will  grow  out  of  those  surveys,  there  are  now  the  field-notes,  maps, 
and  descriptive  notes  of  seven  hundred  townships,  already  surveyed,  to  be 
recorded  ;  which  recording  would,  of  itself,  require  the  clerical  force  now 
authorized,  at  least  three  years  to  bring  up.” 

With  these  remarks,  I  submit  the  following  estimate  for  the  year  1S41 : 
For  the  salary  of  the  surveyor  general,  per  act  of  the  12th  of  June,  1838, 
and  a  proposed  increase  of  $500  -  $2,000 

For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  act  of  June,  1838,  with  a  proposed  in¬ 
crease  of  $400  ......  2,000 

For  two  clerks,  to  be  compensated  by  the  word  or  plat  -  -  3,000 

For  extra  clerks,  to  transcribe  field-notes  for  preservation  at  the 
seat  of  Government,  in  addition  to  the  unexpended  balance  of 
former  appropriation  ....  -  1,000 

Stationary,  printing,  binding,  and  postage  ...  800 

For  office- rent  and  fuel,  per  act  of  June  12,  1838,  with  proposed 
increase  of  $150  -  500 


Total  -  -  9,300 


Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  JONES, 


Surveyor  General. 


Hon.  James  Whitcomb, 

Commissioner  General  Land  Office ,  Washington. 


No.  1. 


General  statement  of  disbursements  for  surveying  in  the  district  comprising 

the  Territories  of  Wiskonsin  and  Iowa. 

Balance  remaining  in  my  hands  on  the  30th  June,  1840,  per 

account  rendered  that  day  -----  $27  83 

Cash  remitted  to  me  for  surveying,  July  3,  1840  -  -  5,000  00 


5,027  83 

Deduct  this  amount,  paid  on  account  of  surveying  up  to  Sep¬ 
tember  30, 1840  -  394  33 


4,633  50 

I  have  advanced  to  deputies  who  have  not  yet  completed  their 

contracts,  and  for  which  no  formal  vouchers  are  yet  obtained  1,962  60 

Leaves  balance  actually  in  my  hands  -  -  2,670  90 


GEO.  W.  JONES,  Surveyor  General . 

Surveyor  General’s  Office, 

Dubuque ,  September  30,  1S40„ 


Statement  of  contracts  for  surveying  in  the  district  comprising  the  Territories  of  Wiskonsin  and  Iowa. 


56 


Doc,  No.  38. 


w 

5-< 

OJ 


<U 

C4 


6  g 

V  o 

CO  -rH 

s 

<v 
o 


fa 

o 


o 

cu 

S-. 

Sh 

o 

o 

<U 

t> 


„  .  •  r-i 

CJ  +-> 

•  CD  C*> 

«-d  s-  r<u  .  • 

CU  ^  'tr  &D 
^  -h 

S  3  s  * 


03  03  S 
bX) 

P<P<0 

sa^ 

o  o 

O  O  £3 

>->T! 

7:7:7* 

cd  nJ  o 

<U  <U  i 


a 

o 


P3 


J912.I}U09J0  0JT7Q 


CU 

ctf 

OT 

d 

.  .  ^ 

<u 


cd  <! 

«s 

P  cd 


</:  O" 

O  t> 

t-T> 


fa 

o 

■4~J 

J~< 

CD 

tlC 

rT3 

w 

M 

HH 


UD 


rc5 

03 


0 
O 

(3  ^ 


CO 


be 

cd 

?h 

o* 

m 


rt  >.: 

P  CW 

'p  £d 

a>  ?-( 

WO< 


00^0 
^  r-i  oj  co 

co  .  .  - 
00  JD  o 

rt  (U  O  H) 

fcOQ 


CD  iD 

;c* 

I  p  •fj  p' 

>"D  HH 


i- 

00 

ao 

im  *j  v\vz 

O  1 

CD 

I- 

cE 

3§= 

i  1  l 

o 

CD 

of 

O  CD 

O  — i 

o 

00  ^ 

O  CO 

CD 

•JUnODDB 

1  01  t" 

O  CQ  1 

m 

uo  pied  lunoray 

r—i  C3 

m\r* 

in  o 

r— 1 

CO 

CD 

i-H 

rH 

(A  rH 

rH 

CO 

CO 

•pry  ui  pguanj 

CQ  CO  i-  » 

,-D  ci  ' 

i  r  i 

CO 

-9.1  S9ITILI  JO  -OKT 

O 

g§ 

o 

OJ 

fa  Od 

CD 

•jnsd  ui  p9ujrp 

o  o 

1  CD  CC 

o  o 

O  n>  1 

-91  S9pra  JO  -OJSJ 

in  r}H 

i"  in 

o> 

of 

o  in 

oi>o 

OJ 

•iOULnoo  jo 

,  o 

1  CO 

o  cd  in 
oidcq 

CD 

in 

1£UIB  p9]BUII)Sa 

=0^ 

rH  rH 

ao~ 

o  o  in 

3* 

»n  in  iO 

•gpra  jgd  99ijj 

o  O  4.- 

co  ^  n? 
m 

i"  t-  i- 

c*  oj  c? 

•pBJIUOD  UI 

o  o 

1  oo 

o  ^ 
m  <  -  in 

rH 

m 

S9{im,  pgjeiHrjsg. 

cd  in 

t"  in 

00 

oT 

’sipuoin  ui 

*-40*  «{rj* 

‘p9A\0[|B  9IUIJ, 

«>  in  n 

oo  co  in 

. 

id 

•rH 

o 

h  • 

Pi 

o  o  o 

O  Q  O 

Sh 

^QQ 

QQQ 

< V 

•rH 

H 

1  l  *T3  III 

£>»• 

QD 

oi 

rv^ 

© 

© 

s> 


m 

El 

& 

O 


o 

w 

a 


Surveyor  General’s  Office,  Dubuque ,  October  1 ,  X84Q, 


Doc.  No.  38. 


57 


Surveyor’s  Office,  St.  Louis ,  October  1,  1840. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  circular  of  the  9th  of  last  month,  I  have 
prepared  the  following  report,  showing  the  condition  of  the  surveys  in 
this  district,  the  operations  of  the  office  during  the  year  which  ended 
with  yesterday,  and  estimates  for  the  service  of  1841. 

The  statement  marked  A  No.  1  shows  the  amount  of  funds  of  the 
several  appropriations  transmitted  to  me,  and  for  which  regular  vouchers 
have  not  been  taken  ;  it  shows,  also,  the  temporary  payments  or  advances, 
and  the  balance  against  the  United  States. 

The  statement  marked  A  No.  2  gives  the  amount  of  disbursements 
during  the  year ;  it  shows  the  expenditures  of  each  quarter,  under  separate 
heads,  and  distinguishes  between  the  specific  appropriations  and  the  neces¬ 
sary  incidental  expenses. 

The  statements  marked  B  No.  1,  B  No.  2,  B  No.  3,  and  B  No.  4,  show 
what  has  been  done  under  the  contracts  which  were  unfinished  on  the 
1st  of  October,  1839,  and  also  under  the  contracts  that  have  been  since 
entered  into  for  surveying  the  public  land,  and  the  estimated  amount  that 
will  be  wanted  to  make  complete  payment  for  the  surveys  under  said 
contracts  respectively. 

The  statement  marked  C  shows  the  amount  of  funds  available  for 
surveys  in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  under  existing  appropriations,  in  addition 
to  the  contracts  already  entered  into. 

The  statement  marked  D  shows  the  original  township  plats,  and  plats 
of  parts  of  townships,  which  have  been  authenticated  and  placed  on  file 
in  this  office,  with  the  date  of  authentication  ;  the  duplicates  thereof  au¬ 
thenticated  and  sent  to  the  General  Land  Office,  and  the  copies  sent  to 
the  district  land  offices,  with  the  several  dates  of  transmission. 

The  statement  marked  E  gives  the  proper  information  relating  to  the 
fractional  and  anomalous  tracts  subdivided  under  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  5th  of  April,  1832. 

The  statements  marked  F  No.  1,  F  No.  2,  F  No.  3,  F  No.  4,  F  No.  5, 
F  No.  6,  F  No.  7,  and  the  synopsis  thereof,  marked  F  No.  8,  give  a  full 
view  (in  a  condensed  and  convenient  form  for  use  and  reference)  of  the 
township  plats  which  have  been  made  and  copied,  but  not  authenticated, 
nor  transmitted  to  the  general  and  district  land  offices  ;  of  the  townships 
of  which  the  surveys  have  been  returned,  but  not  yet  platted  ;  of  the 
townships,  the  survey  of  which  has  been  contracted  for,  but  is  not  yet 
returned ;  and  of  the  townships  which  it  is  intended  to  survey  with  the 
funds  now  available  for  public  surveys  in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  over  and 
above  the  contracts  already  entered  into.  As  the  means  at  present  avail¬ 
able  for  public  surveys  will  not  enable  me  to  accomplish  all  that  was 
proposed  in  my  last  annual  report,  I  have  thought  it  best  to  direct  my 
operations  so  as  to  sectionize  as  many  townships  as  practicable ;  and  to 
select,  for  this  purpose,  those  most  needed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  leave  the  running  of  the  township  lines  which  are  not  necessary 
for  the  contemplated  subdivisions  until  a  new  appropriation  shall  be 
made,  as  recommended  in  the  accompanying  statement  G. 

The  statement  marked  G  shows  what  appropriations  for  new  surveys 
the  public  interest  and  the  accommodation  of  the  settlers  require  at  the 
approaching  session  of  Congress. 

The  diagram  of  Illinois,  in  triplicate,  marked  H,  and  the  diagram  of 
Missouri,  in  triplicate,  marked  I,  show,  as  far  as  practicable  to  exhibit  in 


58 


Doc.  No.  38. 


this  way,  the  extent  and  condition  of  the  plats  and  surveys,  and  the  new 
surveying  contracts  ;  also,  the  intended  surveys  under  existing  appropri¬ 
ations,  and  those  for  which  appropriations  are  recommended  at  the  com¬ 
ing  session  of  Congress. 

The  statement  marked  K  gives  the  proper  information  relative  to  the 
expenditures  under  the  appropriation  for  copying  field-notes  to  be  pre¬ 
served  at  the  seat  of  Government. 

The  copy,  marked  L,  of  a  letter  this  day  addressed  to  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  contains  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  this  office  for  the  year 
1841. 

The  duties  which  the  wants  and  rights  of  the  people  and  the  interests 
and  obligations  of  the  Government  demand  and  require  of  this  office, 
cannot  be  fully  performed  unless  the  appropriations  here  asked  for  shall 
all  be  granted,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  explanatory  observations. 

The  first  item  in  this  estimate  is  based  upon  the  accompanying  state¬ 
ment  G.  The  townships  there  proposed  for  subdivision  are  well  settled 
by  cultivators  of  the  soil,  who  wish  to  become  the  owners  thereof. 

The  second  item  is  asked  to  enable  me  to  engage  the  services  of  competent 
surveyors  to  correct  erroneous  surveys,  and  to  put  the  unfinished  townships 
in  proper  order, particularly  in  the  Illinois  bounty  tract.  Numerous  attempts 
have  been  made  to  have  portions  of  this  work  done  by  local  surveyors, 
recommended  by  the  persons  desirous  of  entering  the  lands.  Sometimes, 
success  has  been  the  result ;  but  it  has  often  turned  out  that  the  person 
so  recommended  and  appointed  was  altogether  unfit  for  the  service  he 
had  undertaken,  causing  a  great  drawback  on  the  operations  of  this  office, 
and  vexation  and  continual  delay  to  the  people,  who  feel  much  anxiety 
about  securing  the  titles  to  their  homes.  The  work  being  scattered  over 
a  large  extent  of  country,  in  small  and  detached  parcels,  surveyors  living 
at  a  distance,  and  who  are  considered  competent  to  the  undertaking,  will 
not  engage  in  the  business  at  the  compensation  now  allowed  by  law;  nor, 
indeed,  will  those  who  live  in  the  military  district  consent  to  do  more 
than  what  lies  in  their  immediate  neighborhood.  I  have  therefore  asked 
for  authority  to  allow  an  increased  compensation  for  this  particular  work. 

The  sum  asked  for  in  the  third  item  will  be  wanted  to  complete  the 
work  there  designated,  and  which  is  now  progressing  under  the  instruc¬ 
tions  of  the  General  Land  Office,  issued  in  conformity  with  the  law  of 
the  26th  of  May,  1824,  and  other  laws  relating  to  the  survey  of  private 
confirmed  claims. 

The  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh 
items,  are  for  necessary  incidental  expenses,  and  about  the  sums  that 
will  be  wanted  for  the  purposes  therein  named. 

The  twelfth  and  thirteenth  items  are  authorized  by  the  laws  mentioned 
therein.  The  demand  for  the  fourteenth  item  is  based  upon  a  close  esti¬ 
mate  of  the  work  to  be  performed,  and  the  cost  thereof,  as  is  shown  in 
the  following  statement: 

The  cost  of  completing  the  plats  which  ought  to  be  made  be¬ 
tween  the  present  time  and  the  end  of  the  year  1841,  (see 
accompanying  statement  M)  is  -  -  -  $6,592  68 

Salary  of  chief  clerk,  who  is  engaged  principally  in  examining 

surveys,  1\  year,  at  $1,000  per  annum  -  -  -  1,250  00 

Salary  of  another  clerk,  engaged  in  examining  plats  and  ma¬ 

king  out  subdi visional  plats  of  the  old  surveys,  under  the 
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act  of  the  5th  of  April,  1832,  and  plats  and  other  information 
and  explanations  called  for  by  the  general  and  district  land 
offices,  1^  year,  at  $900  per  annum  -  -  -  $1,125  00 

S,967  68 

Writing,  copying,  and  recording  official  letters  and  statements, 

estimated  to  be  250,000  words,  at  10  cents  per  100  words  -  250  00 

Making  out  and  recording  surveys  of  old  confirmed  claims, 
surveyors’  accounts,  surveyor  general’s  accounts  with  the 
United  States  under  the  several  appropriations,  and  record 
ing  the  same  -  -  -  -  -  -  250  00 


Aggregate  for  the  4th  quarter  of  1840  and  the  year  1841  9,467  68 

To  meet  this,  we  have  the  following  unexpended  balance  of 
existing  appropriations  at  the  end  of  the  3d  quarter  of  1840  : 

1st.  Of  the  appropriation  for  regular  clerks  -  -  $705  17 

2d.  Of  the  extra  appropriation  for  regular  clerks  -  2,925  19 

-  3,630  36 


Leaving  to  be  provided  for  at  the  coming  session  of  Congress  5,837  32 
From  this  deduct  the  thirteenth  item  in  the  estimate,  which  is 

the  amount  of  salaries  allowed  by  the  law  there  referred  to  3,820  00 


This  gives  us,  to  be  supplied  by  a  special  appropriation,  (a  little 

over  the  sum  asked  for  in  the  fourteenth  item)  -  -  2,017  32 

The  business  for  which  the  fifteenth  item  is  asked  has  been  in  arrears 
for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years ;  it  would  certainly  be  well  to  grant  a  sum 
that  would  at  once  bring  it  up  to  the  present  time.  It  is  a  serious  incon¬ 
venience  to  the  people  who  live  in  the  districts  remote  from  this  office,  to 
be  unable  to  get  the  field-notes  of  the  land  they  purchase  from  the  United 
States  at  the  offices  where  the  entries  are  made;  and  this  inconvenience 
will  continue  to  exist,  until  the  work  under  consideration  is  brought  up 
under  special  authority,  for  it  has  swelled  to  a  magnitude  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  regular  appropriations. 

The  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  items  are  for  services  required  to  carry 
into  effect  the  intention  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress,  commencing  on 
the  13th  of  June,  1812,  and  ending  with  the  4th  of  July,  1836,  respect¬ 
ing  claims  to  land  derived  from  the  French  and  Spanish  Governments. 
If  these  appropriations  be  denied,  the  inevitable  consequence  must,  of 
necessity,  be  further  delay  ;  which  has  already  proved  ruinous  to  some, 
and  oppressive  to  many. 

The  eighteenth  and  last  item  is  about  the  sum  that  can  properly  be 
expended  in  the  service  there  designated. 

The  statement  marked  M  shows  the  estimated  cost  of  draughting  the 
township  plats,  and  writing  the  certificates  thereto,  during  the  4th  quar¬ 
ter  of  1840  and  the  year  1841. 

The  statement  marked  N  shows  the  prices  which  I  have  fixed  for  con¬ 
structing  and  copying  township  plats,  and  for  writing  the  certificates 
thereto. 

And  the  statement  marked  O  shows  the  estimated  quantity  of  public 
land  in  the  townships  which  have  been  recently  surveyed  in  this  district, 
ol  which  the  plats  have  not  been  sent  to  the  general  and  district  land 
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offices  ;  also,  the  quantity  in  the  townships  intended  to  be  surveyed  under 
existing  appropriations,  and  under  the  appropriation  asked  for  at  the  ap¬ 
proaching  session  of  Congress.  I  think  you  may  very  safely  expect  that 
as  great  a  quantity  of  the  land  in  the  townships  here  referred  to  will  be 
disposed  of  at  the  public  sales,  and  immediately  thereafter,  as  was  ever 
sold  in  any  equal  continuous  number  that  have  been  brought  into  market 
in  this  district. 

The  correspondence  and  reports  of  the  office  during  the  year  amount 
to  460  letters,  reports,  and  statements,  of  sufficient  consequence  to  have 
required  a  record  to  be  made  thereof,  occupying  379  folio  pages. 

All  proper  exertion  has  been  made  to  forward  the  surveying  and  plat¬ 
ting  of  the  claims  confirmed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  4th  July,  1836. 
I  will  commence  at  an  early  day  to  send  on  the  plats  of  the  tracts  which 
have  been  surveyed,  and  will  continue  to  use  due  diligence  in  having  the 
rest  of  the  claims  surveyed  and  platted.  The  survey  of  the  town  and 
village  lots,  out-lots,  and  common  field-lots  of  the  towns  in  Missouri,  has 
received  all  the  attention  that  could  be  given  thereto ;  and  the  plats  and 
descriptions  of  the  survey  of  the  Peoria  lots  in  Illinois  have  been  made 
out,  recorded,  and  copied.  The  copies  will  be  sent  on  to  the  General 
Land  Office  so  soon  as  they  can  be  examined. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  MI  LB  URN, 

Surveyor  of  the  Public  Lands  in  the 

States  of  Illinois  and  Missouri. 


James  Whitcomb,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office , 

City  of  Washington . 


A  No.  1. 

[Referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  1st  of  October,  1840.] 

Statement  showing  the  amount  of  funds  of  the  several  appropriations  for 
surveying  in  this  district ,  drawn  from  the  Treasury  and,  not  accounted  for 
by  regular  vouchers ,  on  the  30 th  day  of  September ,  1840  ;  showing ,  also , 
for  what  purpose  said  funds  not  accounted  for  by  regular  vouchers  have 
been  applied  in  the  public  service ,  in  accordance  with  the  long -established 
practice  of  this  office. 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  United  States  on  the  30th  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1840,  of  the  general  surveying  appropriation,  for 
which  regular  vouchers  have  not  been  taken  -  -  $4,735  04 

On  hand  of  the  appropriation  of  $17,500,  by  the  act  of  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1837,  for  completing  surveys,  &c., 
in  Missouri,  according  to  account  under  this  appropriation 
for  the  2d  quarter  of  1840;  there  having  been  no  payment 
during  the  3d  quarter  _____  3,352  22 

On  hand  of  the  appropriation  for  surveying  towns  in  Missouri, 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  6th  of  April,  1835  ;  it  being 
a  part  of  draft  1,700,  issued  on  Treasury  warrant  4,043  for 
$12,000,  of  which  $10,000  belonged  to  the  general  survey- 
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ing  appropriation,  and  the  balance  (being  $2,000)  to  this 
service,  for  no  part  of  which  has  an  account  yet  been  trans¬ 
mitted  -  T  -  -  -  -  $2,000  00 


10,087  26 

The  above  apparent  balance  has  all  been  paid  out  and  ad¬ 
vanced,  as  follows  : 

Salary  account  for  the  2d  quarter  of  1 840  -  -  $2,894  53 

Advances  to  deputy  surveyors,  before  the  receipt  of 
the  circular  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  discontinuing  the  practice  of  ad¬ 
vances  or  temporary  payments  to  deputy  sur¬ 
veyors  ------  5,078  66 

Payments  of  clerks’  accounts  for  services  rendered 
during  the  3d  quarter  of  1840;  which  services 
were  discontinued  in  accordance  with  the  circu¬ 
lar  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  the  13th  of 
August,  1840  -----  455  38 

Payments  of  other  salaries,  and  advances  on  sala¬ 
ries,  during  the  3d  quarter  of  1840  -  -  888  41 

Payments  under  the  appropriation  for  surveying 
towns  in  Missouri : 

To  Charles  Rynher  (regular  voucher)  $8  00 
To  Jos.  C,  Brown  (informal  voucher)  860  00 

-  868  00 

-  10,1S4  98 


Balance  against  the  United  States 


$97  72 


Surveyor’s  Office, 

St.  Louis ,  October  1,  1840. 

WILLIAM  MILBURN, 

Sui'veyor  of  the  Public  Lands  in  the 

States  of  Illinois  and  Missouri. 


A  No.  2. 

t 

[Referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  1st  of  October,  1840.] 

General  statement  of  disbursements  for  surveying  in  the  district  comprising 
the  States  of  Illinois  and  Missouri;  showing  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
expenditures  of  this  office  during  the  year  ending  with  the  30 th  of  Sep¬ 
tember ,  1840. 

4th  quarter  of  1839. 


Specific  appropriations. 

For  surveying  the  public  land,  under  the  gene¬ 
ral  appropriation  ....  $3?301  32 
For  surveying  under  the  appropriation  of 
$17,500,  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1837, 
the  claims  confirmed  by  the  act  of  the  4th  of 
July,  1836  -  -  ~  -  26  07 


$3,327  39 
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Salaries,  viz : 

Surveyor  general  - 

Regular  clerks,  at  stated  salaries 
Regular  clerks,  for  piece-work  - 
Extra  clerks,  for  transcribing  field-notes 

Incidental  expenses. 

Stationary  - 

Book -binding  - 
Postage  and  contingent  expenses 
Steel  stamps  for  directing  tin  boxes  to  Washing¬ 
ton  city,  and  for  tin  boxes  to  transmit  copies 
of  field-notes  and  plats  - 
Fuel  - 
Candles  - 

Furniture  of  office  -  - 

Rent  of  office  -  - 

Wages  of  servant  for  sweeping  out  the  office  and 
making  fires  therein  - 


$500  00 
700  00 
469  56 
742  86 


81  63 
12  00 
76  424 


28  50 
12  77 
2  00 
6  50 
135  00 

•  ,  •  i 

21  00 


Total  during  the  4th  quarter  of  1839  - 

1st  quarter  of  1840. 

)  i 

Specific  appropriations. 


For  surveying  the  public  land,  under  the  general  appropri¬ 
ation  ------- 


Salaries,  viz : 

Surveyor  general  -  $500  00 

Regular  clerks,  at  stated  salaries  -  -  590  00 

Regular  clerks,  for  piece-work  -  -  -  711  28 

Extra  clerks,  for  transcribing  field -notes  -  932  78 


Incidental  expenses. 

Stationary  *  -  -  -  68  76 

Mathematical  instruments  -  -  40  00 

Postage,  and  expenses  contingent  thereto  -  110  86 

Fuel,  and  drayage,  splitting,  and  sawing  thereof  35  37 

Window  glasses  -  62^ 

Rent  of  office  -----  135  00 

Wages  of  servant  for  sweeping  out  office,  and 

making  fires  therein  -  -  -  21  00 


$2,412  42 


375  82|- 
6,115  63£ 


$1,949  12 


2,734  06 


411  61| 


Total  during  the  1st  quarter  of  1840  * 


5,094  79J 
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2d  quarter  of  1840. 

Specific  appropriations. 

^  % 

Surveying,  under  the  general  appropriation  : 

Public  surveys  -  -  -  $6,543  86 

Private  surveys  of  claims  con¬ 
firmed  prior  to  the  4th  of  July, 

1836  -  -  -  144  26 

-  $6,688  12 

Under  the  appropriation  of  $17,500,  by  the  act  of 
the  3d  of  March,  1S37,  for  surveying  the  claims 
confirmed  by  the  act  of  the  4th  of  July,  1836  621  71 

-  $7,309  83 

-  Salaries,  viz : 

Surveyor  general  -  500  00 

Clerks,  at  stated  salaries  -  -  -  700  00 

Regular  clerks,  for  piece-work  -  778  11 

Extra  clerks,  for  transcribing  field -notes  -  916  42 

-  2,894  53 


Incidental  expenses. 

Stationary  -  -  -  -  41  50 

Postage,  and  expenses  contingent  thereto  -  53  84 

Oil-cloth  to  envelope  packages  sent  to  Washing¬ 
ton  and  the  district  land  offices,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 


Land  Office  -  -  -  -  -  6  50 

Furniture  of  office  -  -  -  34  00 

Fuel,  and  drayage  and  sawing  thereof  -  -  4  25 

Rent  of  office  -----  135  00 


Wages  of  servant  for  sweeping  out  office  -  18  00 

-  293  09 


Total  during  the  2d  quarter  of  1840 


10,497  45 


3d  quarter  of  1S40. 


Specific  appropriations. 


For  surveying  the  public  lands  under  the  general  appropri¬ 
ation  -  $9,245  34 


Salaries,  viz : 

Surveyor  general  - 
Regular  clerks,  at  stated  salaries 
Regular  clerks,  for  piece-work  - 
Extra  clerks,  for  transcribing  field-notes 


$500  00 
475  00 
1,074  81 
531  63 

- 2,581  44 
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Incidental  expenses. 


Stationary  *  $101  48 

Book-binding  and  pasting  of.plats  -  -  609  87 

Postage,  and  expenses  contingent  thereto  -  95  64 

Oil-cloth  and  binders’  boards  to  envelope  pack¬ 
ages  sent  to  the  general  and  district  land  of¬ 
fices  -  -  -  -  -  -  16  25 

Furniture  of  office  -  -  -  -  39  37 

Fuel,  and  dray  age  and  sawing  thereof  -  -  62  00 

Rent  of  office  -----  135  00 

Wages  of  servant  for  sweeping  out  office  -  18  00 


$1,077  61 


Total  during  the  3d  quarter  of  1840  - 


12,904  39 


Surveyor’s  Office, 

St.  Louis ,  October  1,  1840. 

WILLIAM  MILBURN, 

Surveyor  of  the  Public  Lands  in  the 

States  of  Illinois  arid  Missouri. 
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Doc.  No.  38. 

B  No.  1. 


[  Referred  to  in  the  report 

pabular  statement  of  contracts  for  surveying  in  the  State  of  Illinois ,  dated 

the  of  October ,  1839,  the  date  of 


ft  <k 

Reference  to  diagram.  i 

■  r 

.  ‘k  '  PW'  ■: 

Names  of  contracting 
surveyors. 

. 

Dates  of  contracts. 

— 1 

Months  allowed. 

Estimated  number  of  miles. 

Price  per  mile. 

Estimated  am’t  of  dollars. 

Whole  amount  of  surveys 

returned. 

■ 

Mis.  chs.  Iks. 

1 

Enoch  Moore 

Sept.  2,  1833 

10 

708 

$3 

$2,124  Of) 

709  2  37 

2 

Wm.  L.  D.  Ewing  - 

Aug.  15,  1833 

10 

750 

3 

2,250  00 

809  3  22 

3 

Allen  Persinger 

June,  1836 

1 

3 

_ 

4 

James  Galloway 

Nov.  21  &  Dec. 

12 

600 

3 

1,800  00 

778  19  79 

15,  1836. 

5 

Eli  S.  Prescott 

May  8  &  June 

12 

800 

3 

2,400  00 

882  52  56 

3,  1837. 

6 

E.  C.  Berry 

Sept.  9,  1837 

• 

12 

600 

3 

1,800  00 

- 

7 

D.  A.  Spalding 

June  9,  1835 

12 

800 

3 

2,400  00 

820  53  33 

8 

Charles  R.  Bennet  - 

Dec.  8,  1835 

3 

65 

3 

195  00 

66  20  74 

Note.— Districts  2,  4,  and  6,  are  represented  on  diagram  H. 

District  1  comprises  townships  2G,  27,  28,  29,  and  30  north,  ranges  5  and  6  east,  of  the  third 
principal  meridian. 

District  5  comprises  township  35  N.,  ranges  5,  G,  7,  and  8,  1  East  of  the  third  principal 

36  N.,  ranges  3,  4,  5,  6,  7, 8,  and 9,  ?  meridian  and  N.  of  old 

37  N.,  ranges  9  and  10,  )  Indian  boundary. 

District  7  comprises  townships  42, 43, 44, 45,  and  46  north,  ranges  1, 2,  and  3  east,  of  the  third 

principal  meridian. 

Surveyor’s  Office,  St.  Louis ,  October  1, 1840, 
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the  1st  of  October,  1840.] 

prior  to  the  10 th  of  April ,  1839,  and  which  had  not  bee?i  fully  paid  for  on 
the  last  annual  report  from  this  office . 


Suspended,  and  included 
in  amount  returned. 

Miles  relinquished. 

Amount  paid  for  which  re¬ 
gular  voucners  have  not 
been  taken. 

Amounts  paid  and  regular 
vouchers  taken. 

Estimated  amount  that  will 
be  wanted  to  complete 
the  payments  on  the  un¬ 
finished  contracts. 

Remarks  on  the  state  of  the  field,  the  re¬ 
turns,  &c. 

\ 

$2,126  17 

r 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

2,427  12 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

_ 

— 

Surveys  rejected. 

- 

- 

- 

2,334  75 

- 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

- 

- 

- 

2,619  46, 

$28  51 

Field-work  completed,  surveys  examined, 
and  approved. 

1,079  10 

900  00 

Field-work  completed;  the  surveys  which 
have  not  been  paid  for,  are  under  exami¬ 
nation. 

2,461  99 

•• 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

181  15 

6  04 

934  55 

Field-work  completed,  surveys  examined, 
and  approved. 

The  plats  of  the  said  districts  1,  5,  and  7,  have  been  sent  to  the  general  and  district  land 
offices,  so  far  as  the  surveys  were  completed  at  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report;  it  is,  there¬ 
fore,  considered  unnecessary  to  represent  them  on  diagram  H. 

Contract  3  was  for  correcting  some  unfinished  surveys  in  the  Illinois  bounty  tract ;  and  con¬ 
tract  8  was  for  completing  the  survey  of  township  17  north,  ranges  2,  3,  4,  and  5  west,  of  the 
fourth  principal  meridian  ;  they  cannot  be  represented  on  diagram  H. 

WILLIAM  MILBURN, 

Surveyor  of  the  public  lands  in  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Missouri, 
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Tabular  statement  of  contracts  for  surveying  in  the  State 
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9 

<u 

CJ 

9 

ju 

% 

ai 

Names  of  contract¬ 
ing  surveyors. 

Dates  of  con¬ 
tracts. 

Months  allowed. 

Estimated  number  of 

miles. 

Price  per  mile. 

Estimated  amount  in 

dollars. 

1 

Whole  amount  of  sur¬ 

veys  returned. 

Surveys  suspended, 

and  included  in  sur¬ 

veys  returned. 

1 

Ms.  cks.  Iks. 

Ms.  chs.  Iks. 

A 

Charles  R.  Bennet 

May 

6,  1839 

12 

700 

$3 

$2,100 

810  53  62 

B 

H.  W.  Conrad  - 

May 

17, 1839 

5 

GO 

3 

180 

49  79  05 

C 

Jas.  Thompson  & 

Sept. 

21,  1839 

6 

500 

3 

1,500 

545  30  09 

71  27  ‘ 

Jno.  P.  Thompson. 

D 

Wm.  L.  D.  Ewing 

Sept. 

21,  1839 

6 

548 

3 

1,644 

E 

Geo.  W.  Harrison 

Sept. 

21,  1839 

6 

500 

3 

1,500 

M , 

F 

William  Gordon  - 

Sept. 

23,  1839 

6 

360 

3 

1,080 

. 

mr.  f 

G 

John  A.  Clark 

Sept. 

23,  1839 

6 

3G0 

3 

1,080 

354  56  00 

- 

H 

Jno.  D.  Whitesides 

Sept. 

23,  1839 

6 

3G0 

3 

1,080 

&  Jacob  Judy. 

( 

Sept. 

21,  1839 

6 

400 

3 

1,200 

544  40  40 

l 

D.  A.  Spalding  J 

l 

Feb. 

15,  1840 

G 

180 

3 

540 

177  61  87 

- 

K 

John  M.  Moore  & 

Sept. 

21,  1839 

G 

3G0 

3 

1,080 

422  15  75 

Clark  A.  Moore. 

! 

L 

Addison  Collins  - 

Dec. 

11,  1839 

2 

n 

3 

4  } 

1  40  68 

M 

Jno.  W.  Williams 

Feb. 

19,  1840 

o 

AJ 

G 

3 

18 

6  0  60 

_ 

-N 

Simeon  Gilbert 

April 

11,  1840 

3 

45 

3 

135 

45  4  50 

mm, 

O 

John  Frierson 

Feb. 

21,  1840 

6 

200 

3 

600 

— m 

_ 

P 

D.  A.  Spalding  - 

Sept. 

1,  1840 

4 

3:8 

3 

1,134 

r 

mm 

a 

John  M.  Moore  - 

Sept. 

12,  1840 

4 

378 

3 

1,134 

mr_ 

R 

Jno.  D.  Whitesides 

Sept. 

12,  1840 

4 

3G0 

3 

1,080 

m 

mm 

1  &  Jacob  Jutlyu 

s 

Enoch  Moore 

Sept. 

12,  1840 

4 

320 

3 

9«0 

•M 

T 

Jas.  Thompson  & 

Sept. 

18,  1840 

4 

900 

3 

2,700 

'  •— 

* 

Jno.  P.  Thompson. 

U 

Ignatius  Sprigg  - 

Sept. 

19,  1840 

4 

320 

3 

960 

¥ 

Charles  R.  Bennet 

This  contract  is 

4 

300 

3 

900 

. 

. 

not  yet  signed. 

*■  "  ■  ‘  ■  "  “L  J  “  ,f 

Note.-- Contract  marked  L,  is  for  the  survey  of  an  island  in  the  Kankakee,  in  township  31 
Contract  marked  M,  is  for  completing  the  surveys  of  fractional  sections  2,  11,  17,  and  20, 
Contract  marked  O,  is  for  completing  ihe  survey  of  some  unfinished  townships  in  the  Illinois 
These  three  districts,  L,  M.  and  O,  heir  g  in  small  and  detached  pieces,  cannot  be  represented 

Surveyor’s  Office, 

St.  Louis ,  October  1,  1840. 
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the  1st  of  October,  1840  ] 

of  Illinois ,  entered  into  subsequent  to  the  lOfA  of  April,  1839. 


Miles  relinquished. 

Amounts  paid, for  which 
regular  vouchers  have 
not  been  taken. 

©  c 
—  © 

c  2 

VJ 

_  J-. 

-C  W 

Cv  O 

£-  3 
■■r.  5 

C3  in 

0.2 

3  3 

- 

Estimated  amounts  that 
will  be  wanted  to 
complete  the  payment 
on  the  unfinished  con¬ 
tracts. 

Remarks  on  the  state  of  the  work  in  the  field,  the 

returns,  &c. 

$700  00 

SI, 73*2  01 

Field  work  completed,  and  the  surveys  examined. 

&149  96 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

1,633  3S 

9  \ 

3  00 

Surveys  all  approved  and  paid  lor,  except  the  mean¬ 
ders  of  the  right  bank  of  Fox  river,  through  sec¬ 
tion  3,  township  39  north,  range  8  east. 

m m 

340  00 

1,304  00 

Field-work  completed. 

894  50 

894  50 

Field-work  completed. 

460  00 

- 

540  00 

Surveys  suspended  for  correction  in  the  field. 

- 

300  00 

764  00 

Surveys  completed  and  approved,  except  meanders 
of  Pekatonica  through  one  section. 

- 

500  00 

610  00 

Surveys  found  right,  except  the  meanders  through 
one  section. 

- 

- 

1,633  51 

345  00 

Township  27  north,  range  10  east,  and  29  north, 
range  11  east,  yet  to  be  surveyed. 

533  32 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

- 

- 

1,266  59 

- 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

4  52 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

— 

— 

18  02 

_ 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

— 

— 

135  16 

_ 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

_ 

600  00 

Field-notes  returned,  and  now  imder  examination. 

_ 

_  *' 

1,134  00 

— 

1,134  00 

The  survey  of  these  seven  districts,  marked  P  to  V, 

- 

- 

- 

1,0S0  00 

was  contracted  for  under  the  authority  of  the 
letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 

_ 

960  00 

y  Office  of  the  12ih  of  August,  1840.  The  work 

— 

— 

- 

2.700  00 

is  now  progressing  in  the  field,  and  it  is  expected 
the  returns  will  all  be  made  in  the  time  specified 

— 

960  00 

in  the  contracts. 

2,300  00 

t  v  « 

900  00 

15,660  51 

• 

north,  ranges  13  and  14  east,  of  the  third  principal  meridian, 
township  7  Dorth,  range  8  west,  of  the  fourth  principal  meridian, 
bounty  tract,  and  for  surveying  some  islands  in  the  Mississippi, 

on  the  diagram  H.  .All  the  other  districts  in  this  statement  are  represented  on  said  diagram. 

WILLIAM  MILBURN, 

Surveyor  of  ike  public  lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri. 
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Tabular  statement  of  contracts  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  dated  prior  to  the 

October ,  1839,  the  date  of  the  last 
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Names  of  contract¬ 
ing  surveyors. 

Dates  of  con¬ 
tracts. 

H3 

<u 

a 

a 

p 

o 

Vi 

O  4/ 

'p  b 
a>  “ 

h3  w 

"a 

o 

CD 

ps 

o 

S  • 

P  C/3 

a 

• 

•  1 — 1 

S 

g  (73 

«» s 

a  ts 

p  3 

S  £ 

£3 

a>  a 

C/3 

4) 

ci 

•p  a 

•P  o 

S 

g’p'p 

§ 

SU 

v  _ 

efi 

M 

A 

fl 

O 

2 

C3 

2 
•  H 
■*-» 

C/5 

W 

p. 

a> 

a 

•  rH 

Si 

to 

c3 

2 
•  r -4 

CO 

W 

A 

a>  5^ 
o  > 

A 

$ 

Jt'p  2 
£ 

>  O  P 
si  a  <v 

3  m 

CC 

Ms.  chs.lks. 

Ms.  ofo.  Iks. 

1 

Elias  Barcrofl 

Oct.  12, 1833 

10 

690 

$3 

$2,070 

708  27  23 

78  66  24 

■O 

E.  T.  Christy 

Dec.  11,  1834 

12 

774 

3 

2,322 

- 

- 

3 

E.  C.  McDonald  - 

April  3,  1835 

12 

762 

3 

2,286 

777  62  23 

4 

Erskine  Stansbury 

April  3, 1835 

12 

791 

3 

2,373 

686  45  90 

108  6  51 

5 

6 

Jesse  Applegate  - 
Lisbon  Applegate  - 

May  25,  1836 
Nov.  21  &  Dec. 

12 

12 

708 

600 

3 

3 

2,124 

1,800 

765  72  62 
986  35  94 

- 

30,  1836. 

7 

George  Lewis 

Nov.  21, 1836,  & 
Feb.  4,  1837. 

12 

560 

3 

1,680 

725  32  92 

- 

8 

William  Monroe  - 

Feb.  22  &  April 

12 

700 

3 

2,100 

492  58  45 

'  i  j 

17,  1837. 

9 

Daniel  Ashly 

Oct.  27,  1837,  & 

12 

600 

3 

1,800 

604  72  36 

_ 

Feb.  21, 1838. 

10 

J.  H.  Burkheart  - 

Oct.  21,  1837 

12 

462 

3 

1,386 

- 

11 

James  Reid 

May  4,  1837 

4 

3 

I 

12 

John  Rodney 

April  1,  1838 

18 

600 

3 

1,800 

506  46  10 

100  0  of 

13 

John  Rodney 

Nov.  10,  1834, 

3 

28  37  30 

-  1 

Oct.  19,  1835, 
&  Jan.  22,1836. 

14 

H.  W.  Molder  - 

Feb.  21,  1838 

15 

133* 

3 

400 

- 

~ 

15 

Talton  Turner  - 

June  21,  1826 

5 

450 

3 

1,350 

455  50  50 

_ 

36 

William  Bartlet  - 

March  1,  1836 

15 

3 

45 

mm 

17 

Francis  Clark 

July  25,  1838 

4 

3 

12 

• 

4  13  02 

*  As  Mr.  Burkheart  has  forfeited  contract  No.  10,  and  it  has  been  placed  in  other  hands,  the 
added  up  with  the  other  item  of  advances. 

Note. — At  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  districts  2,  3,  6,  7,  and  8  were  completed,  with, 
and  district  land  offices ;  the  said  districts  are  not,  therefore,  represented  on  the  diagram  L 
Districts  13,  16,  and  17  are  for  surveying  private  claims,  and  cannot  be  represented  on  the 
fttlly  notieed  in  the  column  of  “  Remarks”  or  this  statement. 

Surveyor’s  Office,  St.  Louis,  October  1,  1840. 
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10^  of  April ,  1839,  and  which  had  not  been  fully  paid  for  on  the  lsf  offi 
annual  report  from  this  office. 


Miles  relinquished. 

'  *■  f  *  r  *'  '• 

Amountspaid,for  which 
regular  vouchers  have 
not  been  taken. 

Amounts  paid,  and  re¬ 
gular  vouchers  taken. 

Estimated  amounts  that 
will  be  wanted  to  com- 

plete  the  payments  on 
the  unfinished  con¬ 
tracts. 

Remarks  on  the  state  of  the  work  in  the  field,  the 

returns,  &c. 

— 

$1,924  29 

$198  00 

The  south  boundary  of  townships  38  and  39  north* 
range  20  west,  to  be  resurveyed ;  said  south  boun¬ 
daries,  and  east  boundary  of  townships  35,  36,  37* 
38,  and  39  north,  range  20  west,  and  south  boun¬ 
dary  of  townships  36,  37,  38,  and  39  north,  range 
19  west,  to  be  paid  for. 

1,723  04 

200  00 

Daniel  Miller  has  been  employed  to  correct  Mr* 
Christy’s  suspended  surveys,  estimated  at  $200; 
also  to  survey  his  rejected  and  unfinished  town¬ 
ships. 

- 

- 

2,054  16 

310  00 

Daniel  Miller  has  been  employed  to  complete  this 
contract. 

— 

1,635  48 

370  00 

William  Shields  has  resurveyed  a  part  of  this  sus¬ 
pended  work,  and  will  be  employed  to  complete 
the  contract. 

2,298  47 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

-  : 

- 

2,959  35 

- 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

- 

- 

2,154  08 

20  00 

The  left  bank  of  Grand  river,  through  section  16r 
township  40  north,  range  20  west,  to  be  remean¬ 
dered. 

180 

- 

1,478  18 

- 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

- 

- 

1,814  71 

- 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

- 

*$200  00 

- 

- 

This  district  has  been  put  in  the  hands  of  Charles 
De  Ward.  See  contract  N,  of  B  No.  4,  accom¬ 
panying  this  report. 

270  00 

„ m 

100  00 

Surveys  returned ;  they  will  be  shortly  examined. 

a. 

1,219  73 

600  00 

Some  corrections  required  in  the  field. 

- 

•  ■* 

85  39 

- 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

- 

- 

- 

400  00 

Field-notes  returned,  but  not  approved,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  inaccuracy;  defects  in  the  surveys. 

— 

— 

1,366  88 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

— 

- 

46  39 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

270  00 

12  48 

2,198  00 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

i 

t- 

sum  ($200)  advanced  to  him  is  not  considered  payment  for  surveys;  and  it  is  not,  therefore* 


the  exception  of  some  few  suspended  lines,  and  the  plats  had  then  been  sent  on  to  the  general 

diagram  I.  Some  of  the  other  districts  are  represented  on  the  diagrams,  and  the  others  are 

WILLIAM  MILBURN, 

Surveyor  of  the  public  lands  in  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Minov.ru 
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Tabular  statement  of  contracts  in  the  State  of 
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Names  of  contract¬ 
ing  surveyors. 

Dates  of  contracts. 

Months  allowed. 

Estimated  number  of 

miles. 

Price  per  mile. 

Estimated  amount  in 

dollars. 

Whole  amount  of  sur¬ 

veys  returned. 

Surveys  suspended,  and 

included  in  surveys 

returned. 

A 

Lisbon  Applegate 

April  23,  1839 

9 

500 

$3 

$1,500 

Ms.  chs.  Iks. 
992  77  28 

B 

L.  M.  Eiler 

May  13,  1839 

8 

500 

3 

1,500 

C 

George  M.  Wright 

July  7,  1839 

6 

486 

3 

1,458 

T> 

William  Monroe  - 

August  5,  1839 

12 

500 

3 

1,500 

1,350 

848  27  96 

£ 

R.  T.  Holliday  - 

Sept.  28,  1839 

8 

450 

3 

- 

£ 

John  M.  Robinson 

Sept.  28,  1839 

10 

450 

3 

1,350 

_ 

I 

G 

Lycurgus  Shepard 

Sept.  28,  1839 

8 

450 

3 

1,350 

180  21  68 

- 

H 

George  W.  Weight 

Dec.  2,  1839 

2 

2^ 

3 

7| 

2  37  04 

I 

Daniel  G.  Saunders 

March  11,  1840 

4 

100 

3 

480 

163  25  52 

K 

Daniel  Miller 

March  18,  1840 

2 

78 

3 

234 

78  48  33 

L 

Daniel  Miller 

March  17,  1840 

6 

450 

3 

1,350 

— 

— 

M 

William  Shields  - 

April  10,  1840 

8 

420 

3 

1,260 

— 

“ 

N 

Charles  De  Ward 

April  13,  1840 

8 

4G2 

3 

1,386 

- 

O 

Lycurgus  Shepard 

August  27, 1840 

4 

400 

3 

1,200 

P 

William  Monroe- 

Sept.  2,  1840 

3 

00 

3 

180 

_ 

a 

F.  A.  Evans 

Sept.  9,  1840 

4 

360 

3 

1,080 

r_ 

R 

Daniel  Miller 

Sept.  11,1840 

4 

222 

3 

666 

n< 

s 

Thomas  Monroe  - 

Sept.  15,  1840 

4 

220 

3 

660 

_ 

T 

Jesse  Applegate  - 

Sept.  15,  1840 

4 

300 

3 

900 

mm. 

U 

Daniel  G.  Saunders 

Sept.  15,  1840 

4 

430 

3 

1,290 

mm 

V 

William  Shields  & 

Cont’t  not  signed 

4 

500 

3 

1,500 

_ 

,  , 

w 

John  Lampion. 
Peter  Wright 

Cont’tnot  signed 

4 

320 

3 

960 

X 

R.  T.  Holliday  - 

Cont’t  not  signed 

4 

300 

3 

900 

mmm 

„ 

Y 

L.  M.  Eiler 

Cont’t  not  signed 

4 

216 

3 

648 

Note. — Contract  marked  C  is  for  surveying  the  exterior  lines  of  townships  61,  62,  63,  and 
gram  I. 

Contract  H  is  for  meandering  the  forks  of  Grand  river  through  townships  57,  58,  59,  and 
■divisions  and  meanders  of  township  58  north,  range  25  west. 

The  other  contracts  are  represented  on  diagram  I. 

Surveyor’s  Office, 

St .  Louis ,  October  1,  1840. 


Doc.  No.  38. 

B  No.  4 


73 


Ibe  1st  of  October,  1840.] 

JkRssourx  entered  into  subsequent  to  the  10 Ih  April ,  1839. 


Miles  relinquished. 

I 

Amount  paid,  for  which 
regular  vouchers 

have  not  been  taken. 

, 

** 

Amounts  paid  and  reg¬ 
ular  vouchers  taken. 

Estimated  amounts  that 
will  be  wanted  to 
complete  the  pay¬ 
ments  on  the  unfin¬ 
ished  contracts. 

$550  00 

$1,808  92 

$1,800  00 

1,058  66 

841  28 

8  49 

— m 

_ 

1,458  00 

2,545  05 

- 

800  00 

- 

800  00 

— 

130  00 

_ 

1,220  00 

- 

- 

540  81 

900  00 

7  38 

489  95 

20  00 

_ 

235  81 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

1.350  00 

- 

100  00 

— 

1 ,228  00 

- 

20  00 

- 

1,366  00 

1,200  00. 

_ 

_ 

180  00 

_ 

1,080  00 

_ 

666  00 

660  00 

_ 

900  00 

_ 

1,290  00 

-  . 

- 

- 

1,500  00 

960  00 

_ 

mm 

— m 

900  00 

- 

— 

- 

648  00 

2,658  66 

20,134  49 

x 


Remarks  on  the  state  of  the  work  in  the  field,  tbe 

returns,  &c. 


Field-work  going  on,  and  will  be  completed  this 
fall. 

Surveys  completed  and  approved. 

Surveys  completed  and  field-notes  returned. 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

Field-notes  returned  and  examined,  and  four  town¬ 
ships  approved ;  the  other  four  suspended  for 
correction  in.  the  field. 

Field-notes  returned,  and  four  townships  suspended 
for  correction  in  the  field. 

Three  of  the  eight  townships  of  the  contract  have 
been  surveyed,  approved,  and  paid  for;  the  sur¬ 
vey  of  the  other  five  is  suspended  for  the  present. 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

Some  corrections  required  in  the  field. 

Surveys  completed,  approved,  and  paid  for. 

This  contract  is  for  completing  the  unfinished  dis¬ 
trict  of  E  T.  Christy. 

This  contract  is  for  completing  the  unfinished  dis¬ 
trict  of  E.  Stansbury. 

Field  work  completed.  This  contract  is  for  sur¬ 
veying  the  forfeited  district  of  J.  H.  Burkheart. 

The  survey  of  these  eleven  districts,  marked  O  to 
Y,  was  contracted  for  under  the  authority  of  the 
letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Geueral  Land 
Office  of  the  12th  of  August,  1840.  With  the  ex- 
)>•  ception  of  the  four  last  designated  districts, 
(marked  V,  W,  X,  and  Y,)  the  work  is  now 
going  on  in  the  field;  and,  without  some  accident, 
the  surveying  will  all  be  completed  within  the 
time  specified  in  the  contracts. 


64  north,  ranges  27  to  38  -west,  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian,  and  cannot  be  represented  on  dia- 
60  north,  range  24  west,  and  township  57  north,  range  25  wTest;  also  for  completing  the  sub- 


WILLIAM  MILBURN, 

Surveyor  of  the  public  lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri. 


14  Doc.  No.  38. 

"  •  1  I 

G. 

*  \  «*■'  .*_  I  /  r  1, 

[Referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  1st  of  October,  1840.] 

Statement  showing  the  estimated  amount  oj  funds  available  for  surveys* 
in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  under  the  general  surveying  appropriation? 
over  and  above  the  present  contracts. 

Amount  undrawn  from  the  Treasury  on  the  12th  of  August, 

1840,  according  to  statement  C,  which  accompanied  the 
letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  of 
the  above  date  ------  $57,020  92 

Balance  due  the  United  States  on  the  30th  of  September, 

1840,  according  to  account  current  for  the  3d  quarter  of 

1840  .  4,735  04 


Deduct  the  temporary  payments  and  advances  for  which 
regular  vouchers  have  not  been  taken  ;  also,  the  amounts 
that  will  be  wanted  to  complete  the  payments  on  the  un¬ 
finished  contracts,  as  per  accompanying  statements  B  No.  1, 
B  No.  2,  B  No.  3,  and  B  No.  4 : 


1.  B  No.  1 

2.  B  No.  2 
a  B  No.  3 
4.  B  No.  4 


Advances.  Estimated 
amounts  yet 
to  be  paid. 

$934  55  =  $934  55 

-  $2,300  00  +  15,660  51  =  17,960  51 

270  00  +  2,198  00  =  2,468  00 

-  2,658  66  +  20,134  49  =  22,793  15 


61,755  96 


5,228  66  38,927  55 


44*156  21 


And  we  have  yet  to  be  contracted  for  -  17,599  75 


Surveyor’s  Office, 

St.  Louis ,  October  1,  1840. 

WILLIAM  MILBURN, 

Surveyor  of  public  lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri 
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D — Continued. 
RECAPITULATION 


Land  district. 

> 

State. 

Number  of  original  plats 

authenticated. 

Number  of  plats  sent  to 

the  General  Land  Office. 

|  Number  of  plats  sent  to 

|  the  district  land  offices. 

I.  Plats  of  lovmships. 

Chicago  - 

Illinois 

23 

23 

24 

Palestine  - 

do. 

1 

l 

1 

Danville  - 

do. 

15 

15 

15 

Lexington 

Missouri 

3 

3 

3 

Palmyra  - 

do. 

10 

10 

10 

St.  Louis  - 

do. 

1 

1 

1 

Springfield 

do. 

4 

4 

4 

La  Platte  - 

do. 

12 

12 

Aggregate  of  township 

69 

plats  - 

- 

69 

58 

2:  Plats  of  sections,  the 
survey  of  which  has  been 
completed. 

Galena  ... 

Illinois 

1 

1 

1 

€tuincy  - 

do. 

2 

2 

2 

Fayette  - 

Missouri 

1 

1 

1 

Springfield 

do. 

1 

1 

1  . 

Aggregate  of  plats  of 
sections,  &c.  - 

<> 

5 

5 

5 

3.  Plats  of  islands. 

Chicago  - 

Illinois 

1 

1 

1 

Kaskaskia 

do. 

16 

16 

- 

St.  Louis  - 

Missouri 

1 

1 

1 

Aggregate  of  plats  of 
islands 

18 

18 

O 

\ 

Plats  of  townships  in  La  Platte  country  ready  for  transmis- 

sion,  but  not  yet  sent  to  the  office  of  the  land  district,  as 

remarked  in  statement  D 

- 

- 

- 

- 

General  aggregate 

> 

• 

- 

T3 
V  ' 

■C, 


o 

QJ 


Remark 


'J 


f  Comprising  one  island  in 
I  the  Kankakee  river. 
i  Two  islands  in  the  Mis- 
I  souri  river. 

I  28  islands  in  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  river  on  the  Lli- 
nois  side. 


38 


249 


12 

261 


Note. — Plats  of  the  islands  before  enumerated  in  the  Ka-skaskia  district  were  sent  to  the 
register  at  Kaskaskia  in  1836. 

Surveyor’s  Office, 

St.  Louis ,  October  1,  1840. 

WILLIAM  MILBURN, 

Surveyor  of  the  •public  lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri 1 
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E. 

(Referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  1st  of  October,  1840.] 


81 


Statement  of  the  number  of  plats  of  fractional  sections  and  anomalous' 
quarter  sections  of  land  subdivided  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  5tk 
of  April,  1832,  and  transmitted  to  the  General  Land  Office  since  the 
1st  of  October ,  1839,  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  from  this  office . 


Number  of  plats. 

Number  of  fractional 
sections  and  anoma¬ 
lous  quarter  sections 
on  each  plat. 

Aggregate  number  of 
fractional  sections 
and  anomalous  quar¬ 
ter  sections. 

87 

1  each 

[  87 

15 

2  “ 

30 

1 

3  “ 

3 

2 

4  c 

8 

ft 

-  TIW  • 

1 

5  “ 

5 

Aggregate  of  plats 

106 

133 

i 

'  it 

Surveyor’s  Office, 

St.  Louis ,  October  1 ,  1840, 

WILLIAM  MILBURN, 

Surveyor  of  the  public  lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri „ 
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F  No.  1. 

[Referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  1st  of  October,  1840.] 


Statement  of  old  surveyed  townships  in  Illinois  and  Missouri ,  of  which . 
the  plats  have  been  constructed  from  the  field -notes ,  to  be  placed  on  file 
here ,  and  duplicates  thereof  made  for  the  General  Land  Office ,  since 
the  last  annual  report  from  this  office ,  in  compliance  with  the  letter  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  July  1,  1839. 


District, 

State, 

Township  north. 

Range. 

Meridian. 

Original  plats  for  sur¬ 
veyor’s  office. 

Duplicate  plats  for  the 

General  Land  Office. 

Remarks. 

Palestine 

m 

Illinois 

5 

11  W. 

2d 

1 

1 

Do; 

-  ; 

do. 

6 

11  W. 

2d 

1 

1 

Doj. 

»  ; 

do. 

2 

12  W. 

2d 

1 

1 

D©. 

-  ; 

do. 

1 

13  W. 

2d 

1 

1 

[Northwestern 

- 

do. 

31 

3  E. 

3d 

1 

1 

Do. 

- 

do. 

32 

3  E. 

3d 

1 

1 

Northeastern 

' 

do. 

34&35 

12  E. 

3d 

1 

1 

Both  townships  on  a  single 
and  connected  plat. 

^ITandalia 

. 

do. 

13 

2  W. 

3d 

1 

1 

llpringfleld 

-  ; 

do. 

16 

4  W. 

3d 

I 

1 

• 

Do. 

m 

do. 

16 

6  W. 

3d 

1 

1 

Do. 

» 

do. 

14 

7  W. 

3d 

1 

1 

Do. 

*  | 

do. 

15 

7  W. 

3d 

1 

1 

_ 

do. 

13 

8  W. 

3d 

1 

1 

Do. 

- 

do. 

14 

8  W. 

3d 

1 

1 

Doi 

- 

do. 

15 

8  W. 

3d 

1 

1 

Do. 

- 

do. 

14 

9  W. 

3d 

1 

1 

Do. 

- 

do. 

15 

9  W. 

3d 

1 

1 

Do. 

• 

do. 

14 

10  W. 

3d 

1 

1 

Do. 

do. 

15 

10  W. 

3d 

1. 

1 

Northwestern 

- 

do. 

16 

1  E. 

4th 

1 

1 

Do. 

•• 

do. 

18 

2  E. 

4th 

1 

1 

South  of  old  Indian  bound¬ 
ary. 

Do, 

m 

do. 

18 

4  E. 

4th 

1 

1 

South  of  old  Indian  bound¬ 
ary. 

Jackson 

- 

Missouri 

29 

9  E. 

5th 

1 

1 

Do, 

- 

do. 

18 

33  E. 

5th 

1 

1 

Do,. 

m 

do. 

21 

13  E. 

5th 

1 

1 

Do. 

do,. 

19 

14  E. 

5th 

1 

1 

Do, 

- 

do. 

20 

14  E. 

5th 

1 

1 

St.  Louis 

- 

!  do. 

46 

7  W. 

5th 

1 

1 

South  of  the  river  Missouri, 

W  esters, 

JH-  1 J  IJ 

•  do,  1  48 

Aggregate 

Total  number  of 

28  W. 

s 

plats  - 

5th 

1 

29 

1 

29 

29 

58 

iSuRTEYOn’s  Office,  St.  Louis ,  October  1, 1840. 

WILLIAM  MILBURN, 

Surveyor  of  the  public  lands  in  the 

States  of  Illinois  and  Missouri. 
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WILLIAM  MILBURN, 

Surveyor  of  the  public  lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri . 


F  No.  3. 

[Referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  1st  of  October,  1840.] 

Statement  of  recently  surveyed  townships  and  fractional  townships  in  Illinois  and  Missouri ,  of  which  returns  have  been 
made  by  the  surveyors,  but  which  have  not  yet  been  platted  ;  showing  the  estimated  cost  of  constructing  and  copying 
the  platSy  and  either  the  estimated  or  exact  quantity  of  public  land  in  each  township  and  fractional  township . 
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WILLIAM  MILBURN, 

Surveyor  of  the  public  lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri. 
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[Referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  1st  of  October,  1840,] 

Townships  the  survey  of  which  has  been  contracted  for  in  the  State  of  Missouri ,  under  the  instructions  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  the  12th  of  August,  1840  ;  showing  the  estimated  cost  of  constructing  and  copying 
the  plats ,  and  the  estimated  quantity  of  public  land  in  each  township  and  fractional  township. 
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[Referred  10  in  the  report  of  the  1st  of  October,  1840.] 

Statement  of  the  new  surveys  which  the  public  interest  and  the  accommodation  of  the  settlers  require ,  in  the  States  of  Illinois 
and  Missouri ,  during  the  year  1841,  in  addition  to  what  the  existing  appropriation  will  accomplish ,  and  showing  the  cost 
of  constructing  the  plats,  and  the  estimated  area  of  each  township  recommended  for  subdivision . 
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[Referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  1st  of  October,  1840.] 


Statement  showing  what  has  been  done  under  the  appropriation  for  copy¬ 
ing  field-notes  to  be  preserved  at  the  seat  of  Government ,  during  the 
year  ending  with  the  30 th  of  September ,  1840. 

During  the  year,  3,507,829  words  of  field  notes  in  Illinois  and  Missouri, 
have  been  copied,  at  8  cents  per  100  words,  amounting  to  -  $2,806  26 
From  which  deduct,  for  fractions  rejected  in  accounts  -  7 


And  we  have  actual  amount  paid  for  copying  - 
There  was  also  paid  for  comparing,  indexing,  registering,  and 
putting  up,  for  transmission  to  the  General  Land  Office,  field- 
notes  copied  prior  to  the  30th  September,  1839 
And  for  comparing,  indexing,  registering,  and  putting  up,  for 
transmission,  field-notes  transcribed  during  the  year 

Which  gives,  as  the  aggregate  expenditure  during  the  year, 
under  this  appropriation  -  - 


2,806  19 

/ 

66  25 
251  25 

3,123  69 


The  above  copies  of  field-notes  are  comprised  in  52  volumes :  of  which. 
30,  numbered  from  4  to  33,  are  all  Illinois  surveys  ;  and  22  volumes,  num¬ 
bered  from  95  to  116,  are  of  Missouri  surveys. 

Of  the  above  30  volumes  of  copies  of  Illinois  field-notes,  21  were  sent 
to  the  General  Land  Office  on  the  26th  of  June  and  8th  of  August,  1840 ; 
the  other  9  have  been  compared  with  the  originals,  but  they  have  not  yet 
been  indexed  and  registered  :  this  will  be  done  at  an  early  day,  and  they 
will  then  be  forwarded  to  the  General  Land  Office. 

And  of  the  22  volumes  of  copies  of  Missouri  field-notes,  11  were  sent  to 
Washington  on  the  29th  of  April  and  26th  of  June,  1840  ;  5  others  have 
been  examined,  indexed,  registered,  and  put  up  for  transmission ;  and  the 
remaining  6  have  been  compared  with  the  originals,  but  not  indexed  or 
registered :  as  soon  as  this  can  be  done,  they  will  be  sent  on  to  the  General 
Land  Office. 

Three  volumes  of  copies  of  field-notes  in  Illinois,  numbered  1  to  3,  and 
61  volumes  of  copies  of  Missouri  field-notes,  numbered  34  to  94,  made  be¬ 
fore  the  30th  day  of  September,  1839,  were  sent  to  the  General  Land  Office 
on  the  11th  of  December  of  that  year. 

Of  the  appropriation  for  copying  field-notes  to  be  preserved  at  the  seat 
of  Government,  there  remains  $960  50  unexpended  ;  of  this  sum,  about 
$30  will  be  required  to  complete  the  indexing,  registering,  and  packing  up 
of  the  notes  already  copied,  but  not  sent  on  to  the  General  Land  Office. 

WILLIAM  MILBCRK, 

Surveyor  of  public  lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri. 

Surveyor’s  Office, 

St.  Louis ,  October  1,  1840. 
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L. 

(Referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  1st  of  October,  1840.] 

Surveyor’s  Office, 

St.  Louis,  October  1,  1840. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  the  3d  of  last  month,  I  submit 
the  following  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  this  office  during  the  year 


1841: 

1.  For  surveying  7,576  miles  of  public  lands  in  Missouri,  at 

$3  per  mile  ------  $22,728  00 

2.  For  surveying  500  miles  of  detached  and  unfinished  lines 

in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  principally  in  the  military  dis¬ 
trict  of  Illinois,  at  $6  per  mile  -  3,000  00 

3.  To  complete  the  survey  of  the  towns  in  Missouri,  for 

which  $6,000  were  appropriated  on  the  6th  of  April, 

1838  - .  2,000  00 

4.  Stationary  ------  400  00 

5.  Binding  field-notes,  and  township  and  other  plats  -  400  00 

6.  Postage,  and  other  expenses  connected  therewith  -  -  350  00 

7.  Office  furniture  -  -  -  -  -  50  00 

8.  Office-rent  ------  540  00 

9.  Fuel  for  office  ------  150  00 

10.  Servant-hire  for  sweeping  out  office,  and  making  fires 

therein  -  72  00 

11.  City  of  St.  Louis,  for  a  supply  of  water  for  the  use  of 

office  -  -  -  -  -  -  -10  00 

12.  Salary  of  surveyor  general,  as  fixed  by  the  act  of  Congress 

of  the  3d  of  April,  1818,  (pages  724  and  725  Land 

Laws,  edition  of  1828)  -  2,000  00 

13.  Salaries  of  clerks,  allowed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 

9th  of  May,  1836,  (page  44  of  the  acts  of  the  1st  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  24th  Congress)  -  3,820  00 


14.  Extra  clerks  to  prepare  the  plats  of  the  townships  survey¬ 

ed  and  to  be  surveyed  under  existing  appropriations  for 
surveying  the  public  lands,  and  the  plats  of  the  town¬ 
ships  intended  to  be  surveyed  under  the  appropriation 
asked  for  in  this  communication  -  2,000  00 

15.  Additional  clerks  to  bring  up  the  arrears  of  making  ab¬ 

stracts  of  the  field-notes  for  the  registers  of  the  district 

land  offices  ------  3,000  OO 

16.  Two  clerks  to  prepare  and  record  the  plats  and  the  de¬ 

scriptions  of  the  surveys  confirmed  by  the  act  of  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  4th  of  July,  1836,  and  to  prepare  the  plats 
and  calculate  the  area  of  the  adjoining  fractional  sec¬ 
tions,  for  this  office,  and  the  general  and  district  land 
offices  -------  1,800  0Q 

17.  One  clerk  to  prepare  and  record  the  plats  and  descriptions 

of  the  surveys  of  the  town  and  village  lots,  out-lots,  and 
common  field  lots,  confirmed  by  the  1st  section  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  13th  of  June,  1812,  and  which 


loe 
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have  been  surveyed  under  the  appropriation  of  the  6th 
of  April,  1838,  and  also  of  those  to  be  surveyed  under 
the  appropriation  asked  for  in  the  estimate  -  -  $900  00 

18.  Additional  clerks  for  transcribing  field-notes  for  transmis¬ 
sion  to  the  seat  of  Government  -  -  -  3,000  00 


Aggregate  -  46,220  00 

[  1  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  MILBURN, 

Surveyor  of  public  lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri . 
T.  L.  Smith,  Esq., 

Register  of  the  Treasury . 

A  true  copy : 

WILLIAM  MILBURN, 

Surveyor  of  public  lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri. 
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N. 

[Referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  1st  of  October,  1840.] 

Statement  showing  the  prices  paid  to  the  draughtsmen  employed  in  this v 

office  for  constructing  and  copying  township  plats ,  and  writing  certifi¬ 
cates  thereto. 

1  Plain  township: 

For  constructing  the  plat,  and  calculating  and  subdividing  the  anoma¬ 
lous  quarter-sections,  seven  dollars  ;  tor  making  a  copy  of  the  plat, 
three  dollars. 

2.  A  full  township,  with  a  navigable  stream  running  through  it: 

For  constructing  the  plat,  and  calculating  and  subdividing  the  anoma¬ 
lous  quarter-sections,  exclusive  of  the  additional  charge  on  account  of 
the  meanders  of  the  navigable  stream,  seven  dollars. 

For  taking  out  from  the  traverse  tables  the  latitude  and  departure  of  the 
courses  of  the  meanders  of  the  navigable  stream,  one  cent  and  a  half 
per  course. 

For  protracting  the  courses  of  meanders  of  the  navigable  stream,  one 
cent  and  a  half  per  course. 

For  calculating  and  subdividing  the  areas  of  the  fractional  sections,  three 
cents  per  course  of  the  meanders,  and  half  a  cent  for  each  subdivis- 
ional  area  of  the  fractional  sections. 

For  making  a  copy  of  the  plat,  three  dollars  ;  and  an  allowance  of  one 
cent  for  each  subdivisional  area  of  the  fractional  sections. 

3.  A  full  township,  with  surveys  of  private  claims  therein  : 

For  constructing  the  original  plat,  the  same  price  as  fixed  for  original 
plats  in  numbers  1  and  2  of  this  statement ;  and  an  additional  allow¬ 
ance  of  fifty  cents  for  each  survey  of  a  private  claim. 

For  making  a  copy  of  the  plat,  the  same  prices  fixed  in  numbers  1  and 
2;  and  an  allowance  of  eighteen  and  three-quarters  cents  for  each  sur¬ 
vey  of  a  private  claim. 

4.  Fractional  townships  and  parts  of  a  full  township : 

For  constructing  the  original  plat  with  but  one  section  or  fractional  sec¬ 
tion,  thirty-five  cents,  and  increasing  nineteen  cents  for  every  addi¬ 
tional  section  and  fractional  section  ;  and  the  same  for  calculating  the 
areas  of  the  fractional  sections  and  for  private  surveys  as  is  allowed 
for  that  service  in  numbers  2  and  3,  except  that  the  charge  of  half  a 
cent  for  each  subdivisional  area  will  only  be  allowed  in  the  sections 
which  have  a  navigable  stream  running  through  them ;  where  the 
navigable  stream  is  the  boundary  of  the  fractional  section,  the  charge 
of  half  a  cent  for  each  subdivisional  area  will  not  be  made. 

For  making  the  copy  of  a  plat  with  but  one  section  or  fractional  section, 
twenty  cents,  and  increasing  eight  cents  for  each  additional  sec¬ 
tion  and  fractional  section  ;  and  the  same  for  the  subdivisional  areas 
and  private  surveys  as  is  allowed  in  a  full  township,  and  specified  in. 
numbers  2  and  3. 

5.  Certificates  to  the  township  plats : 

For  writing  the  certificates  to  the  original  plats  for  this  office,  and  taking 
from  the  contracts,  field-notes,  and  accounts,  the  references  in  said  cer¬ 
tificates,  required  by  the  LOth  section  of  the  circular  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  the  23d  of  September,  1831* 
twenty  cents  per  hundred  words. 
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For  copying  said  certificates  on  the  duplicate  plats  for  the  General  Land 
Office,  and  for  writing  the  certificates  to  the  copies  of  plats  for  the 
registers  of  the  district  land  offices,  ten  cents  per  hundred  words. 

WILLIAM  M1LBURN, 

Surveyor  of  public  lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri, 
Surveyor’s  Office, 

St.  Louis.  October  1,  1840. 


O. 

[Referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  1st  of  October,  1840.] 

•Statement  showing  the  estimated  quantity  of  public  land  surveyed  and 
returned  to  this  office ,  of  which  the  plats  have  not  yet  been  sent  to  the 
general  and  district  land  offices ;  the  quantity  in  the  townships ,  the 
subdivision  of  which  has  been  contracted  for ,  but  not  yet  returned  ;  and 
the  quantity  that  may  be  surveyed  under  existing  appropriations ,  but 
which  has  not  yet  been  contracted  for  ;  also ,  the  quantity  proposed  to 
be  surveyed  under  the  appropriation  asked  for  in  statement  L  of  this 
report. 


Acres. 


1.  Townships  which  have  been  surveyed,  returned,  and 

platted,  (see  statement  F  No.  2) 

2.  Townships  which  have  been  surveyed  and  returned,  but 

not  platted,  (see  statement  F  No.  3) 

3.  Townships  the  survey  of  which  was  contracted  for  prior 

to  the  instructions  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  of  the  12th  of  August,  1840,  but  of  which 
the  returns  have  not  yet  been  made,  (see  statement  F 
No.  4)  -  -  -  - 

4.  Townships  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  the  survey  of  which 

has  been  contracted  for  under  the  instructions  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  the  12th 
of  August,  1840,  (see  statement  F  No.  5) 

5.  Townships  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  the  survey  of  which 

has  been  contracted  for  under  the  instructions  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  the  12th 
of  August,  1840.  (see  statement  F  No.  6)  - 

6.  Townships  which  may  be  surveyed  in  Illinois  and  Mis¬ 

souri  under  existing  appropriations,  (see  statement  F 
No.  7)  - 


1,304,236.92 

1,566.701.16 


688,090.00 


1,129,400.00 


1,056,320.00 


-  2,080,440.00 

Aggregate  under  present  appropriations,  (see  also  state¬ 
ment  F  No.  8)  -  -  -  -  -  7,825,188.08 

7.  Townships  proposed  to  be  surveyed  under  the  appropria¬ 
tion  asked  for  in  this  report,  (see  statement  G)  -  -  2,595,640.00 


General  aggregate 


-  10,420,828.08 


WILLIAM  MILBURN, 

Surveyor  of  public  lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri . 
Surveyor’s  Office, 

St.  Louis ;  October  1,  1840. 
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v  Surveyor’s  Office, 

Little  Rock ,  November  1,  1840. 

Sir  :  In  anticipation  of  the  customary  notification  from  your  office,  the 
accompanying  statements  have  been  prepared,  with  the  following  report  of 
the  condition  of  the  surveys  in  this  State,  to  be  embraced  in  your  annual 
report  of  the  present  year. 

The  operations  in  the  field,  during  the  current  year,  were  chiefly  con¬ 
fined  to  sections  of  country  where  the  execution  of  the  work  is  found  diffi¬ 
cult  and  hazardous,  and  where  surveying  can  be  done  only  in  certain  sea¬ 
sons,  which,  together  with  the  sickliness  of  the  past,  has  retarded  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  unfinished  surveys  some  time  on  hand ;  all  of  which,  however, 
except  in  one  or  two  instances,  will,  I  have  reason  to  expect,  be  speedily 
brought  to  a  close.  With  respect  to  the  new  surveys,  designated  on  the 
diagram,  as  recommended  to  me  lor  survey  last  year,  and  for  the  survey  of 
which  appropriation  has  been  made,  I  have  made  the  necessary  inquiry 
(agreeably  to  instructions  in  your  letter  of  the  12th  of  August  last)  for  the 
selection  of  those  townships  proper  for  immediate  survey,  of  the  86  shad¬ 
ed  brown  on  the  diagram,  and  find  there  is  not  much  more  than  a  moiety  of 
it  desirable  for  settlement  and  sale  ;  the  residue  is  reported  to  be  mostly  ref¬ 
use  lands,  the  survey  of  which  may  be  suspended,  and  others  substituted 
in  their  stead.  Application  has  recently  been  made  for  the  subdivision  of 
a  number  of  townships  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  the  substitution  of 
which  for  the  others  would  obviously  be  a  desirable  accommodation  ;  and 
I  expect  many  similar  applications  on  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly 
now  to  convene. 

Under  the  new  arrangement,  limiting  the  contract  term  to  three  months, 
(which  I  have  no  doubt  will  prove  to  be  a  salutary  change  in  the  mode  of 
operations,)  I  have  sent  out  three  efficient  deputies,  one  of  whom  has  taken 
a  contract  to  survey  exteriors  south  of  Red  river,  with  instructions  to  report 
the  townships,  in  regard  to  quality  of  soil  and  population,  the  most  desira¬ 
ble  for  immediate  subdivision.  The  survey  of  the  ten  townships  ordered 
there,  will,  I  allow,  be  completed  during  the  winter. 

Diagram  marked  A.  and  statements  marked  Nos.  1  and  2.  exhibit  the  con- 
dition  and  advancement  of  the  unfinished  contracts  for  surveying. 

Statement  No.  3  exhibits  those  contracts  which  have  been  completed  and 
fully  paid  for  since  the  report  of  30th  September,  1839,  and  for  which  proper 
vouchers  have  been  taken. 

Diagram  A,  in  addition  to  the  above,  shows  the  proposed  new  surveys, 
as  ordered  and  indicated  on  the  diagram  received  :  as  also  the  progress  made 
in  the  copying  of  field  notes  for  transmission  to  the  General  Land  Office. 

Statement  No.  4  enumerates  the  plats  of  townships  which  have  been  fur¬ 
nished  the  general  and  district  land  offices  since  the  report  of  the  30th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1839  ;  and  also  the  plats  due  those  offices,  of  townships  returned  t® 
this  office  and  paid  for. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  estimates  for  this  office  for  the  year  1 84 1  r 
sent  to  the  Register  of  the  United  States  Treasury  30th  September,  1840,  as 
requested  in  his  letter  of  the  3d  September  instant,  to  wit : 

For  surveying  public  lands 
Salary  of  surveyor  general 
Salary  of  regular  clerks 
Compensation  for  an  extra  draughtsman 


-  $11,000  00 

-  2,000  00 

-  2,600  00 

-  1,200  00 
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To  pay  for  copying  field-notes  of  surveyor,  for  transmission  to 


the  General  Land  Office  -  $1,500  00 

For  postage  and  tin  cases  -----  200  00 

Stationary,  book-binding,  and  printing  -  250  00 

For  office  furniture  ------  100  00 

For  house-rent  -  250  00 

For  fuel  and  servant  to  make  fires  and  sweep  office  -  -  1 20  00 


S19.220  00 


Should  the  department  deem  it  expedient  to  order  the  survey  of  those 
townships  of  the  former  estimate  which  are  withheld  for  the  present,  or 
others  in  lieu  thereof,  which  may  hereafter  be  proposed  for  survey,  the  first 
item  in  the  foregoing  estimate  is  about  the  amount  that  would  be  required 
to  meet  that  expense ;  for  the  existing  appropriation  will  scarcely  be  more 
than  sufficient  to  cover  the  expense  of  surveying  that  which  is  authorized 
to  be  put  under  contract  by  your  instructions  of  the  12th  of  August,  1840, 
and  that  which  is  already  under  contract.  The  item  for  copying  field-notes 
is  about  the  amount  required  to  employ  an  expert  clerk  for  a  year.  The 
other  items  in  the  estimates  are  the  amounts  that  may  be  required  for  the 
purposes  therein  specified.  # 

Statement  INo.  5  is  an  account  current,  exhibiting  the  sums  received  and 
disbursements  made  by  me  since  the  8th  October,  1839,  and  the  actual  bal¬ 
ance  remaining  in  my  hands  at  this  time. 

Very  respectful! v,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  FULTON, 
Surveyor  Public  Lands. 


To  James  Whitcomb.  Esq., 

Commissioner  General  Land  Office,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Tabular  statement  of  contracts  for  surveying  in  Arkansas .  under  general  appropriations ,  which  are  unfinished \  and  not 

f idly  paid  for  on  the  30  th  September ,  1840. 
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Tabular  statement  of  contracts  for  surveying  in  Arkansas,  at  augmented  prices,  under  the  special  appropriation  of 

$6,000,  which  are  unfinished  and  not  fully  paid  for  on  the  30  th  September,  1840. 
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No.  4. 

List  of  township  plats  furnished  the  General  Land  Office  since  the  30 tk 
of  September ,  1839,  in  the  order  they  were  sent . 

Township. 

Range. 

When  sent  to  Com- 

Remarks. 

missioner. 

16  north 

1  west 

February  8,  1840 

16  north 

2  west 

do. 

16  north 

5  east 

do. 

17  north 

1  east 

do. 

17  north 

4  east 

do. 

17  north 

5  east 

do. 

21  north 

4  east 

do. 

10  south 

33  west 

February  27, 1840 

11  south 

33  west 

do. 

12  south 

33  west 

do. 

14  south 

28  west 

do. 

North  of  Red  river. 

16  south 

25  west 

do. 

In  the  bend  of  Cut-off  Lake. 

1  north 

19  west 

do. 

4  north 

17  west 

do. 

7  north 

17  west 

do. 

10  north 

26  west 

do. 

10  north 

31  west 

do. 

- 

10  north 

32  west 

do. 

10  north 

33  west 

do. 

19  north 

32  west 

do. 

20  north 

29  west 

do. 

20  north 

32  west 

do. 

20  north 

33  west 

da 

21  north 

30  west 

do. 

21  north 

31  west 

do. 

21  north 

32  west 

do. 

21  north 

33  west 

do. 

21  north 

34  west 

do. 

7  north 

16  west 

April  1,  1840 

4  south 

7  west 

do. 

» 

6  south 

10  west 

do. 

7  south 

10  west 

do. 

8  south 

10  west 

do. 

8  north 

15  west 

do. 

9  north 

15  west 

do. 

10  north 

15  west 

do. 

8  north 

16  west 

do. 

9  north 

16  west 

do. 

10  north 

16  west 

do. 

-• 

8  north 

17  west 

do. 

10  north 

17  west 

do. 

2  north 

18  west 

do. 

18  north 

29  west 

do. 

21  north 

29  west 

do. 

10  north 

30  west 

do. 

18  north 

31  west 

do. 

11  north 

33  west 

do. 

12  north 

33  west 

do. 

2  south 

7  west 

do. 

3  south 

7  west 

do. 

4  south 

8  west 

do. 

4  south 

9  west 

do. 

12  south 

30  west 

do. 

12  south 

31  west 

do. 

3  south 

3  east 

do. 

West  . half  of  section  31  oalvi 

9  north 

17  west 

May  5, 1840 

18  north 

16  west 

do. 

19  north  * 

15  west  ; 

do. 

South  ofWhite  river. 
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Township. 

Range. 

When  sent  to  Com¬ 
missioner. 

Remarks. 

> 

20  north 

tm 

14  west 

m  | 

May  5,1840 

20  north  ’ 

- 

]  5  west 

do. 

North  of  White  river. 

3  north 

- 

18  west 

do. 

"  north 

10  north 

-  ■ 

20  west 

« 

do. 

North  of  Arkansas  river. 

• 

24  west 

- 

do. 

14  north 

- 

30  west 

-  1 

do. 

18  north 

- 

34  west 

- 

do. 

19  north 

- 

34  west 

. 

do. 

SO  north 

- 

34  west 

«  ! 

do. 

3  south 

T 

6  west 

-  i 

do. 

4  south 

- 

6  west 

-  | 

do.  | 

9  south 

1  east 

-  ! 

July  8, 1840  ! 

North  of  Arkansas  river. 

9  south 

- 

1  west 

- 

do. 

North  of  Arkansas  river. 

15  south 

17  west 

- 

do. 

12  south 

28  west 

- 

do. 

13  south 

- 

30- west 

- 

do. 

North  of  Red  river. 

14  south 

- 

29  west 

do. 

14  south 

- 

30  west 

1 

do. 

14  south 

- 

31  west 

- 

dd. 

1  south 

- 

8  west 

- 

do. 

1  south 

- 

9  west 

m 

do. 

2  north 

- 

21  west 

- 

do. 

5  north 

- 

22  west 

-  I 

do. 

2  north 

- 

23  west 

- 

do. 

3  north 

- 

24  west 

- 

do. 

7  north 

A 

24  west 

- 

do. 

5  north 

- 

25  west 

- 

do. 

16  north 

- 

18  west 

- 

do. 

4  south 

- 

3  east 

* 

do. 

Except  sections  3,  4,  5,  6, 9, 10,  and  north 
half  of  section  2. 

7  north 

15  west 

- 

September  26, 1840 

North  of  old  Cherokee  line. 

2  south 

* 

8  west 

- 

do. 

3  south 

. 

9  west 

- 

do. 

24  south 

- 

7  west 

- 

do. 

8  north 

- 

18  west 

m 

do. 

9  north 

m 

18  west 

tm 

do. 

8  north 

- 

19  west 

m 

do. 

30  north 

- 

19  west 

m 

do. 

8  north 

- 

20  west 

- 

do. 

2  north 

• 

22  west 

- 

do. 

3  north 

- 

22  west 

- 

do. 

N  # 

3  north 

• 

23  west 

- 

do. 

5  north 

- 

23  west 

- 

do. 

2  north 

- 

24  west 

do. 

5  north 

- 

24  west 

do. 

6  north 

m 

24  west 

do. 

■ 

6  north 

25  west 

*> 

do. 

7  north 

- 

25  west 

- 

do. 

11  north 

- 

!  13  west 

- 

do. 

11  north 

- 

j  14  west 

♦ 

do. 

17  north 

- 

19  west 

- 

do. 

18  north 

- 

19  west 

m 

do. 

38  north 

- 

20  west 

- 

do. 

South  qf  Arkansas  river. 

8  south 

* 

1  west 

«5> 

doi> 

8  south 

m 

2  west 

- 

do. 

1  South  of  Arkansas  river. 

18  south 

- 

2  west 

- 

do. 

11  south 

“ 

32  west 

<fc> 

do. 
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List  of  township  plats  furnished  the  district  land  offices  since  the  30 th 
of  September ,  1839,  in  the  order  they  were  sent. 


Township. 

Range. 

When  sent  to 
register. 

Remarks. 

16  north 

m 

1  west 

January  18,  1840 

16  north 

. 

2  west 

- 

do. 

16  north 

- 

5  east 

• 

do. 

17  north 

a. 

1  east 

• 

do. 

17  north 

m 

4  east 

do. 

, 

17  north 

- 

5  east 

m 

do. 

“21  north 

• 

4  east 

m 

do. 

10  south 

m 

33  west 

m 

February  26, 1840 

11  south 

- 

33  west 

m 

do. 

12  south 

m 

33  west 

« 

do. 

14  south 

• 

28  west 

• 

do. 

North  of  Red  river. 

16  south 

• 

25  west 

• 

do. 

In  bend  of  Cut-off  Lake* 

4  north 

- 

17  west 

• 

February  27. 1840 

7  north 

- 

17  west 

• 

do. 

1  north 

m 

19  west 

- 

February  28, 1840 

10  north 

- 

26  west 

• 

do. 

i 

10  north 

- 

31  west 

• 

do. 

! 

10  north 

- 

32  west 

• 

do. 

10  north 

m 

33  west 

do. 

19  north 

- 

32  west 

do. 

20  north 

- 

29  west 

- 

do. 

20  north 

• 

32  west 

do. 

20  north 

- 

33  west 

- 

do. 

21  north 

m 

30  west 

- 

do. 

21  north 

m 

31  west 

«■ 

do. 

81  north 

«  , 

32  west 

Mt 

do. 

21  north 

- 

33  west 

• 

do. 

21  north 

• 

34  west 

• 

do. 

7  north 

- 

16  west 

» 

March  24, 1840 

North  of  old  Cherokee  line. 

4  south 

m 

7  west 

- 

do. 

6  south 

- 

10  west 

• 

do. 

7  south 

- 

10  west 

a* 

do. 

8  south 

- 

10  west 

a 

do. 

8  north 

m 

15  west 

m 

April  1, 1840 

9  north 

- 

15  west 

do. 

10  north 

. 

15  west 

• 

do. 

: 

8  north 

• 

16  west 

•. 

do. 

9  north 

- 

16  west 

m 

do. 

10  north 

- 

16  west 

m 

do. 

8  north 

- 

17  west 

« 

do. 

10  north 

- 

17  west 

• 

do. 

2  north 

•i 

18  west 

• 

do. 

18  north 

- 

29  west 

• 

do. 

21  north 

- 

29  west 

m 

do. 

10  north 

- 

30  west 

m 

do. 

18  north 

- 

31  west 

- 

da. 

11  north 

- 

33  west 

- 

do. 

12  north 

- 

33  west 

m 

do. 

2  south 

- 

7  west 

- 

do. 

3  south 

- 

7  west 

- 

do. 

4  south 

- 

8  west 

- 

do. 

4  south 

- 

9  west 

m 

do. 

12  south 

- 

30  west 

- 

do. 

12^outh 

- 

31  west 

. 

do. 

9  north 

- 

17  west 

• 

May  5,  1840 

18  north 

m 

16  west 

- 

'  do. 

10  north 

m 

15  west 

- 

do. 

South  of  White  river. 
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Township. 

1  Range. 

When  sent  to 

1  register. 

Remarks. 

20  north 

m 

* 

14  west 

m 

1  May  5, 1840 

20  north 

m 

15  west 

- 

!  do. 

3  north 

• 

18  west 

- 

;  do. 

6  north 

- 

20  west 

- 

do. 

North  of  Arkansas  river. 

30  north 

. 

24  west 

- 

do. 

34  north 

• 

30  west 

• 

do. 

38  north 

m 

34  west 

- 

do. 

39  north 

• 

34  west 

- 

do. 

20  north 

34  west 

- 

do. 

3  south 

• 

6  west 

- 

do. 

4  south 

- 

6  west 

- 

do. 

36  south 

- 

2  west 

- 

May  25, 1840 

Sections  3,4, 5,9, 10, 15, 16, 18,  and  19  only. 

3  south 

«• 

3  east 

- 

do. 

West  half  of  section  31. 

9  south 

. 

1  east 

- 

do. 

North  of  Arkansas  river. 

9  south 

- 

1  west 

• 

do. 

North  of  Arkansas  river. 

15  south 

. 

17  west 

m 

June  20,  1840 

•  fcii  U  i 

12  south 

- 

28  west 

- 

July  8,  1840 

33  south 

- 

30  west 

- 

do. 

North  of  Red  river. 

34  south 

- 

29  west 

- 

do. 

North  of  Red  river. 

34  south 

- 

30  west 

- 

do. 

North  of  Red  river. 

14  south 

31  west 

• 

do. 

North  of  Red  river. 

2  north 

m 

21  west 

a. 

do. 

5  north 

. 

22  west 

do. 

2  north 

- 

23  west 

- 

do. 

3  north 

• 

24  west 

- 

do. 

7  north 

- 

24  west 

- 

do. 

5  north 

* 

25  west 

• 

do. 

1  south 

- 

8  west 

- 

September  26, 1840 

1  south 

- 

9  west 

- 

do. 

16  north 

- 

18  west 

- 

do. 

7  north 

. 

15  west 

m 

do. 

North  of  old  Cherokee  line. 

2  south 

m 

8  west 

- 

do. 

3  south 

• 

9  west 

- 

do. 

34  south 

• 

7  west 

m 

do. 

8  north 

- 

18  west 

•» 

do. 

9  north 

• 

18  west 

- 

do. 

8  north 

m 

19  west 

. 

do. 

30  north 

• 

19  west 

- 

do. 

8  north 

- 

20  west 

- 

do. 

2  north 

22  west 

- 

do. 

3  north 

- 

22  west 

w> 

do. 

3  north 

- 

23  west 

- 

do. 

5  north 

m 

23  west 

-  s 

do. 

2  north 

m 

24  west 

*  i 

do. 

5  north 

- 

24  west 

»  1 

do. 

(6  north 

m 

24  west 

- 

do. 

6  north 

m 

25  west 

• 

do. 

7  north 

- 

25  west 

do. 

31  north 

• 

13  west 

m 

do. 

31  north 

- 

14  west 

• 

do. 

37  north 

• 

19  west 

_ 

do. 

V 

38  north 

- 

19  west 

- 

do. 

18  north 

m 

20  west 

• 

do. 

8  south 

#» 

1  west 

m 

do. 

South  of  Arkansas  river. 

8  south 

• 

2  west 

m 

do. 

South  of  Arkansas  river. 

38  south 

. 

2  west 

. 

do. 

31  south 

• 

32  west 

m 

do. 
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List  of  plats  due  the  General  Land  Office,  of  townships  returned  to  this 
office ,  and  paid  for,  and  for  which  vouchers  have  been  taken. 


Township 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


10  north, 

3  north, 

4  north, 

19  north, 

20  north, 

21  north, 
4  north, 

19  north, 

20  north, 

4  north, 
9  north, 

11  north, 
15  north, 

2  north, 

10  north, 
2  north, 
8  north, 

6  north, 

8  north, 

7  north, 

13  north, 

14  north, 
17  north, 

14  north, 

17  north, 

18  north, 
18  north, 

15  north, 
13  north, 

17  north, 

18  north, 

19  north, 

20  north, 
2.1  north, 

21  north, 

9  north, 

5  north, 

6  north, 

7  north, 

8  north, 
20  north, 
20  north, 
15  north, 

7  north, 

11  north, 
10  north, 


range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 


range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
ran  ore 

p 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 

range 


2  east.  ‘ 

4  east,  west  of  St.  Francis  river. 

5  east. 

5  east. 

5  east. 

5  east. 

6  east. 

6  east. 

6  east. 

7  east. 

7  east. 

7  east. 

2  west. 

3  west. 

3  west. 

4  west. 

4  west,  the  part  between  Taylor’s  bay 

and  White  river. 

5  west. 

5  west. 

6  west. 

9  west. 

11  west. 

11  west,  south  of  White  river. 

12  west. 

12  west,  south  of  White  river. 

12  west,  south  of  White  river. 

12  west,  west  of  Big  North  fork. 

13  west. 

14  west. 

14  west,  north  of  White  river. 

14  west. 

14  west,  south  of  White  river. 

15  west,  south  of  White  river. 

16  west,  south  of  White  river. 

17  west,  south  of  White  river. 

19  west. 

21  west,  west  part. 

23  west. 

23  west. 

23  west,  north  of  Arkansas  river. 

23  west. 

25  west. 

26  west. 

27  west. 

27  west. 

29  west. 
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Township  10  south,  range 

8  south,  range 

9  south,  range 
8  south,  range 

8  south,  range 

9  south,  range 

10  south,  range 

11  south,  range 
]  8  south,  range 
19  south,  range 

9  south,  range 
11  south,  range 

16  south,  range 

17  south,  range 

8  south,  range 

9  south,  range 

11  south,  range 

12  south,  range 

16  south,  range 

17  south,  range 
5  south,  range 
8  south,  range 

11  sout|i,  range 

12  south,  range 

13  south,  range 
15  south,  range 

11  south,  range 

12  south,  range 

13  south,  range 

14  south,  range 

2  south,  range 

8  south,  range 
11  south,  range 
IQ  south,  range 

10  south,  range 

11  south,  range 

11  south,  range 

12  south,  range 

13  south,  range 

14  south,  range 

3  south,  range 

11  south,  range 

12  south,  range 

13  south,  range 

14  south,  range 

15  south,  range 
3  south,  range 

2  south,  range 

3  south,  range 
10  south,  range 

9  south,  range 
2  south,  range 


west,  north  of  Arkansas  river, 
west,  north  of  Arkansas  river, 
west. 

west,  north  of  Arkansas  river. 

west,  south  of  Arkansas  river. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west,  northwest  part. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west,  west  half. 

west,  a  small  part  in  northeast  corner. 

west,  west  half. 

west,  west  half. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 


1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

6 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

8 

9 

9 

9 

11 

12 

12 

17 

17 

17 

17 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

19 

20 

20 

21 

24 

25 
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Township  3  south,  range  25  west. 

Do.  2  south,  range  26  west. 

Do.  2  south,  range  27  west. 

Do.  11  south,  range  31  west. 

Do.  10  south,  range  32  west. 


Ijist  of  plats  due  the  district  land  offices ,  of  townships  returned  to  this 
office,  and  paid  for ,  and  for  which  regular  vouchers  have  been  taken . 


Township  6  north,  range 

1  east. 

Do. 

13  north,  range 

1  east. 

Do. 

14  north,  range 

1  east. 

Do. 

15  north,  range 

1  east. 

Do. 

16  north,  range 

1  east. 

Do. 

7  north,  range 

4  east. 

Do. 

4  north,  range 

5  east.  i 

Do. 

6  north,  range 

5  east. 

Do. 

7  north,  range 

5  east. 

Do. 

19  north,  range 

5  east. 

Do. 

20  north,  range 

5  east. 

Do. 

21  north,  range 

5  east. 

Do. 

4  north,  range 

6  east. 

Do. 

19  north,  range 

6  east. 

Do. 

20  north,  range 

6  east. 

Do. 

4  north,  range 

7  east. 

Do. 

6  north,  range 

7  east. 

Do. 

9  north,  range 

7  east. 

Do. 

11  north,  range 

7  east. 

Do. 

17  north,  range 

1  west. 

Do. 

15  north,  range 

2  west. 

Do. 

2  north,  range 

3  west. 

Do. 

10  north,  range 

3  west. 

Do. 

2  north,  range 

4  west. 

Do. 

8  north,  range 

4  west,  that  part  between  Taylor’s  bay 

and  White  river. 

Do. 

6  north,  range 

5  west. 

Do. 

8  north,  range 

5  west. 

Do. 

7  north,  range 

6  west. 

Do. 

8  north,  range 

7  west. 

Do. 

16  north,  range 

8  west. 

Do. 

17  north,  range  11  west,  south  of  White  river. 

Do. 

14  north,  range 

12  west. 

Do. 

17  north,  range 

12  west,  south  of  White  river. 

Do. 

18  north,  range 

12  west,  south  of  White  river. 

Do. 

15  north,  range 

13  west. 

Do. 

13  north,  range 

14  west. 

Do. 

18  north,  range  14  west,  south  of  White  river. 

Do. 

19  north,  range 

14  west,  south  of  White  river. 

Do. 

20  north,  range 

15  west,  south  of  White  river. 
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Township  20 
Do.  21 
Do.  21 
Do.  9 
Do.  5 
Do.  7 
Do.  8 
Do.  20 
Do.  20 
Do.  15 
Do.  7 
Do.  9 
Do.  11 
Do.  8 
Do.  10 
Do.  8 
Do.  9 
Do.  8 
Do.  8 
Do.  9 
Do.  10 
Do.  11 
Do.  18 
Do.  19 
Do.  9 
Do.  11 
Do.  16 
Do.  17 
Do.  9 
Do.  11 
Do.  12 
Do.  16 
Do.  17 
Do.  5 
Do.  8 
Do.  11 
Do.  12 
Do.  13 
Do.  15 
Do.  13 
Do.  14 
Do.  2 
Do.  11 
Do.  10 
Do.  10 
Do.  11 
Do.  11 
Do.  12 
Do.  13 
Do.  14 
Do.  3 
Do.  11 


north,  range 
north,  range 
north,  range 
north,  range 
north,  range 
north,  range 
north,  range 
north,  range 
north,  range 
north,  range 
north,  range 
north,  range 
north,  range 
north,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
i  south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 
south,  range 


16  west, 

16  west, 

17  west, 
19  west. 
21  west, 
23  west. 
23  west, 
23  west. 

25  west. 

26  west. 

27  west. 
27  west, 
27  west. 
28|  west. 

1  west, 

2  west, 

2  west. 

3  west, 

3  west, 
west, 
west, 
west, 
west, 
west, 
west, 
west, 
west. 

4  west. 

5  west. 
5  west. 
5  west. 
5  west. 

5  west. 

6  west. 

7  west, 
7  west. 
7  west. 
7  west. 

7  west. 

8  west. 

8  west 

9  west. 
9  west, 

11  west, 

12  west, 
12  west, 
17  west. 
17  west. 
17  west. 

17  west. 

18  west. 
18  west. 


south  of  White  river, 
south  of  White  river, 
south  of  White  river. 

west  part  or  half. 

north  of  Arkansas  river. 


south  of  Arkansas  river. 


north  of  Arkansas  river, 
north  of  Arkansas  river. 

north  of  Arkansas  river, 
south  of  Arkansas  river. 


3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 
4 
4 


northwest  part. 


west  half. 

a  small  part  in  northeast  corner, 
west  half, 
west  half. 
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Township  12  south,  range 

Do. 

13  south,  range 

Do. 

14  south,  range 

Do. 

15  south,  range 

Do. 

3  south,  range 

Do. 

2  south,  range 

Do. 

3  south,  range 

Do. 

10  south,  range 

Do. 

9  south,  range 

Do. 

2  south,  range 

Do. 

3  south,  range 

Do. 

2  south,  range 

Do. 

2  south,  range 

Do. 

11  south,  range 

Do. 

10  south,  range 

18  west. 
18  west. 
18  west. 

18  west. 

19  west. 

20  west. 

20  west. 

21  west. 

24  west. 

25  west. 

25  west. 

26  west. 

27  west. 

31  west. 

32  west. 


Surveyor’s  Office,  Little  Rock ,  September  30,  1840. 

DAVID  FULTON, 
Surveyor  Public  Lands . 


The  United  States  in  account  current  with  David  Fulton ,  surveyor  general  in  the  district  of  Arkansas . 
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Surveyor  General’s  Office, 

Donaldsonville ,  November  20,  1 840. 

Sir:  An  explanation  is  due  for  the. protracted  delay  of  this  report  and 
my  estimates  for  the  expenses  of  this  office  for  the  year  1841.  Almost  all 
of* the  original  surveying  having  been  completed,  the  most  important  of  the 
immediate  duties  of  this  office  related  to  the  correction  of  the  work  referred 
to  in  my  last  annual  report,  and  such  as  has  been  since  ascertained  to  be 
incorrect  or  incomplete.  The  examination  of  this,  with  a  view  to  a  defi¬ 
nite  estimate,  has  occupied  nearly  all  my  time  since  my  arrival  at  home. 
In  the  St.  Helena  district  114  townships  have  been  reprotracted;  and  the 
aggregate  number  of  miles  of  surveying  necessary  to  the  correction  of  the 
field-work  therein  is  1,442  miles. 

In  the  southwestern  district  40  townships  have  been  reprotracted,  requir¬ 
ing  about  1,000  miles  of  surveys. 

In  the  southeastern  district  about  200  miles  of  resurveying  has  been  as¬ 
certained,  by  the  reprotraction  of  the  old  work,  to  be  necessary  to  a  correct 
and  complete  return  of  the  old  work  ;  about  100  miles  in  the  district  north 
of  Red  river;  and  50  miles  in  the  northwestern  district:  making  an  aggre¬ 
gate  of  2,792  miles  for  the  whole  State. 

The  tediousness  of  this  examination  of  the  old  work  has  very  much  in¬ 
terfered  with  the  current  duties  of  the  office  ;  but  I  have  the  satisfaction  to 
report  the  following,  which  have  been  completed  since  my  last  annual  re¬ 
port,  to  wit : 

Copies  of  notes  of  46S  townships. 

Protraction  of  maps  and  separate  plats  of  28  townships. 

Subdivision  of  11  townships. 

Calculation  of  areas  of  82  townships. 

Descriptive  notes  of  20  townships,  for  the  General  Land  Office. 

Descriptive  notes  of  37  townships  for  the  several  registers’  offices. 

Copies  of  49  township  maps,  for  the  General  Land  Office. 

Copies  of  6  township  maps,  for  the  registers’  offices. 

Sketches  of  42  township  maps  for  the  registers’  offices. 

42  townships  and  fractional  townships,  and  55  private  claims,  have  been 
surveyed,  and  the  field-notes  returned  to  this  office. 

58  townships  and  fractional  townships  are  under  contract,  most  of  which 
would  have  been  completed  last  spring,  but  for  the  early  and  unexpected 
high  water  ;  26  of  these  townships  are  at  augmented  prices,  and  the  ag¬ 
gregate  expense  will  probably  be  about  $22,000.  This  work,  which  em¬ 
braces  some  valuable  lands,  being  now  far  advanced,  (and,  in  fact,  part  of 
the  notes  already  in  the  office,)  will,  1  hope,  be  completed  in  the  course  of 
a  month,  or  two  at  farthest. 

I  think  the  balance  on  hand,  and  the  amount  available  and  undrawn  of 
former  appropriations,  will  be  quite  sufficient  for  all  the  surveying,  at  regu¬ 
lar  prices,  remaining  to  be  executed  in  this  State ;  but,  from  the  amount  of 
corrections  shown  above,  and  the  difficult  and  detached  work  still  necessa¬ 
ry  to  be  done,  it  is  believed  that  at  least  $15,000  more  will  be  required,  at 
a  rate  not  exceeding  $8  per  mile  ;  and  I  have  estimated  accordingly, 
hoping  that  it  may  be  practicable  to  complete  the  whole  in  the  course  of  the 
next  year,  in  accordance  with  the  interest  of  the  Government  and  the  wishes 
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of  the  owners  of  private  claims,  whose  titles,  for  the  want  of  established 
boundaries  and  patents,  are  daily  becoming  more  and  more  unsettled  and 
embarrassing. 

Up  to  this  time,  there  have  been  791  township  field-notes  copied  for  the? 
General  Land  Office,  and  upwards  of  500  remain  to  be  copied  when  all 
the  field-work  is  finished ;  which,  judging  from  the  expense  of  what  has 
been  done,  will  require,  in  addition  to  the  balance  available  for  that  object, 
about  $4,000.  When  it  is  remembered  that  the  examination  and  calcula¬ 
tion  of  almost  every  private  claim  and  fractional  section  involve  more  la¬ 
bor  and  require  more  skill  than  an  entire  township  of  square  work,  and 
that  there  is  so  large  an  amount  of  both  in  this  State,  it  is  much  to  be  regret¬ 


ted  that  the  regular  compensation  for  clerks  and  draughtsmen  has  not  been 


fixed  at  a  higher  sum,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  bring  the  lands  more  promptly 
into  market  after  the  surveys  are  executed,  and  avoid  the  necessity  of  re¬ 
peated  calls  for  extra  clerk-hire.  On  account  of  the  character  of  the  work 
now  in  progress,  and  to  be  executed,  such  assistance  is  deemed  indispensa¬ 
ble  at  this  time. 

From  divers  causes,  the  balance  of  $1,221  78,  available  under  the  act  of 
3d  March,  1837,  for  completing  copies  of  confirmation  and  orders  of  sur¬ 
vey,  from  the  registers5  offices,  has  not  been  expended  ;  but  as  this  must  be 
attended  to  hereafter,  it  is  hoped,  if  the  amount  should  be  carried  to  the 
general  fund,  that  it  may  be  reappropriated.  I  have  thought  the  Govern¬ 
ment  could  not  intentionally  impose  the  expense  of  an  office,  suitable  for 
the  preservation  of  the  most  valuable  records  and  the  accommodation  of 
from  four  to  eight  clerks,  on  the  superintending  officers  ;  and,  accordingly, 
have  added  to  my  estimate  an  item  for  office-rent,  fuel,  and  labor. 

With  these  remarks,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  copy  of  my 
estimates  for  the  year  1841.  (marked  No.  1;)  the  general  statement  of  dis¬ 
bursements,  (marked  No.  2;)  the  tabular  statement  of  contracts,  (marked 
No.  3  ;)  and  triplicate  diagrams  of  the  several  land  districts. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


No.  1. 


Estimate  of  expenses  of  this  office  for  the  year  1841. 


prices,  not  exceeding  $8  per  mile  - 
For  payment  of  office-rent,  fuel,  and  servant’s  labor,  from  1st  of 


For  surveying  public  lands  and  private  claims,  at  augmented 


$15,000 


April,  1834,  to  1st  January,  1841,  at  $400  per  annum  - 
For  same  for  1841  - 

For  salary  of  clerks  and  draughtsman  - 
For  copying  field-notes  for  the  General  Land  Office 
For  salary  of  surveyor  general  - 


2.700 

400 

4,500 

4,000 

2,000 
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For  stationary,  blanks,  and  postage  -  $300 

For  office  furniture  ------  100 


Total  -  -  29,000 


H.  T.  WILLIAMS, 
Surveyor  General  of  Louisiana. 

Surveyor  General’s  Office, 

Donaldsonville,  November  20,  1840. 


No.  2. 

General  statement  of  disbursements  for  surveying  in  the  State  of  Louisiana y 
from  the  1  st  of  October ,  1839,  to  the  1st  of  October ,  1840. 


Balance  remaining  due  the  United  States  on  the  1st  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  1839,  as  reported  at  that  time  ...  .  $316  53  J 

Error  since  discovered  in  said  report  -  -  -  55T  48 

Treasury  warrants  received  for  salaries  of  2d  and  3d  quar¬ 
ters  of  1839,  which  were  credited  on  said  report  -  -  5,343  84 

Treasury  warrant  received  in  4th  quarter  of  1839  -  -  6,000  00 

Treasuiy  warrant  received  in  2d  quarter  of  1840  -  -  8,000  00 

Treasury  warrant  received  in  3d  quarter  of  1840  -  -  4,200  00 


24,417  851- 

Amount  disbursed,  and  vouchers  forwarded  -  $13,044  73 
Balance  due  on  salary  account  for  3d  quarter 
of  1840  -  -  -  -  1,098  44 

Amount  paid  for  office -rent  and  fuel  from  1st  of 

April,  1834,  to  this  date  -  -  -  2,600  00 

-  16,743  17 

Balance  due  the  United  States  -  7,674  68J- 

H.  T.  WILLIAMS, 
Surveyor  General  of  Louisiana. 

Surveyor  General’s  Office, 

Donaldsonville ,  October  1, 1840. 
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No.  3. 


Tabular  statement  of  contracts  for  surveying  in 


Date, 

V  i 

By  whom  surveyed. 

District. 

Time  allowed. 

Estimated  num¬ 

ber  of  miles  in 
contract. 

• 

V 

r  <  i 

a 

« 

Cl, 

0) 

O 
•  *-* 

Ua 

(U 

Jan. 

29, 1834 

Thomas  Bilbo  - 

Southwestern 

M’lhs. 

11 

375 

$4 

Dec. 

10,  1834 

Hezekiah  Bagarly 

Southwestern 

- 

4 

75 

4 

Oct. 

31,  1835 

J.  N.  Walker  &  Jas.  P.  Terrell 

N.  of  Red  river 

- 

12 

487* 

4 

Jan. 

12, 1837 

James  P.  Terrell 

N.  of  Red  river 

- 

12 

275 

4 

April 

1,  1837 

Terrell  &  Kelly 

SW.&N.  R.  river 

12 

625 

4 

May 

18,  1837 

John  Green  Berry 

N.  of  Red  river 

- 

12 

337| 

4 

May 

20,  1837 

Hezekiah  Bagarly 

N.  of  Red  river 

- 

4  i 

62£ 

4 

Oct. 

10,  1837 

A.  F.  Righter  &  A.  McCollam 

SW.  &  SE. 

- 

7 

625 

8 

Oct. 

18,  1837 

N.  Webster  &  J.  McCollam 

SW.&N.R.  river 

8  i 

625 

4 

Oct. 

18,  1837 

N.  Webster  &  J.  McCollam  - 

Southwestern 

- 

8! 

66f 

6 

Oct. 

25,  1837 

George  B.  Stewart 

N.  of  Red  river 

- 

9 

216! 

6 

Oct. 

25,  1837 

George  B.  Stewart 

N.  of  Red  river 

- 

9 

137! 

4 

Nov. 

20, 1837 

Terrell  &  Kelly 

Southwestern 

- 

12 

200 

6 

Nov. 

22,  1837 

G.  A.  Alexander  &  B.  F.  Owen 

N.  of  Red  river 

- 

6 

312! 

4 

Dec. 

16, 1837 

A.  G.  Phelps  &  McCain  Barrow 

Southwestern 

- 

12 

108! 

6 

Jan. 

16, 1838 

J.  N.  Walker  - 

N.  of  Red  river 

- 

12 

187! 

4 

Feb. 

9,  1838 

N.  Webster  &  J.  McCollam  - 

N.  of  Red  river 

• 

7 

5711 

7 

Mar. 

13,  1838 

John  G.  Berry  - 

N.  of  Red  river 

• 

12 

43f 

8 

Mar. 

14,  1838 

William  Fulsom 

St.  Helena 

- 

12 

166! 

6 

July 

30,  1838 

Seth  Kline  - 

St.  Helena 

- 

6 

66f 

6 

Sept. 

1,  1838 

J.  Boyd  &  J.  N.  Walker 

Southeastern 

- 

12 

60 

8 

Oct. 

25,  1838 

E.  Cranston  &  G.  F.  Connelly- 

N.  Red  riv.  &  SE. 

12 

375 

4 

Dec. 

1,  1838 

A.  F.  Righter  - 

Southeastern 

• 

12 

62! 

4 

Dec. 

15,  1838 

Earl  Cranston  - 

Northwestern 

• 

12 

166 

6 

Feb. 

9,  1839 

G.  F.  Connelly  - 

Southwestern 

- 

10 

50 

4 

Feb. 

11,  1839 

George  S.  Walmsley  - 

Northwestern 

12 

150 

4 

May 

15,  1839 

A.  F.  Righter  &  J.  McCollam 

Southeastern 

- 

11 

[r 

_ 

Dec. 

2,  1839 

A.  L.  Fields  &  J.  H.  Anderson 

Southwestern 

- 

12 

_ 

1  - 

Feb. 

18,  1840 

A.  F.  Righter  &  A.  McCollam 

Southeastern 

- 

4 

_ 

* 

Feb. 

22,  1840 

Seth  Kline  - 

St.  Helena 

• 

8 

100 

4 

Feb. 

29, 1840 

N.  Webster  &  C.  J.  Cabell 

N.  of  Red  river 

- 

3 

50 

4 

Mar. 

17, 1840 

J.  G.  Berry  - 

N.  Red  riv.  &  SE. 

12 

312! 

4 

Mar. 

17,  1840 

G.  S.  W  almsley  &  W.T .  W  almsley 

Northwestern 

• 

12 

250 

4 

*  $8  for  500  miles,  and  $4  for  the  balance. 


i 


Doc.  No.  38. 

C. 


129 


the  State  of  Louisiana,  30 th  September ,  1840. 


Amount  of  con¬ 
tract. 

Whole  number 
of  miles  re¬ 
lumed. 

Miles  suspended 
and  included  in 
miles  returned. 

Miles  relinq’hed. 

Amount  paid  on 

account. 

General  remarks. 

SI ,500  00 

\ 

Mis.  chs.  Iks. 

Field-work  delayed  by  sickness. 

300  00 

mm 

_ 

. 

Sent  back  for  correction. 

1,950  00 

589  42  70 

_ 

12,358  13 

Completed. 

1,150  00 

Completed,  but  left  for  examination  of 

2,500  00 

722  53  00 

2,890  65 

field-work. 

All  surveyed,  but  not  yet  examined. 

1,350  00 

511  67  50 

2,047  37.50 

Completed. 

250  00 
5,000  00 

1,751  19  66 

- 

62i 

14,011  96 

Completed  as  far  as  practicable. 

2,500  00 

322  5  80 

1,288  29 

Nearly  completed;  stopped  by  high  water. 

400  00 

37  3  88 

mm 

218  54.10 

Completed. 

1,300  00 

209  39  09 

mm 

1,256  93 

Completed. 

550  00 

_ 

mm 

Completed,  but  not'finally  examined. 

1,200  00 

145  43  26 

mm 

873  24 

Surveyed,  but  suspended  on  account  of 

1,250  00 

59  77  59 

239  87 

errors. 

Surveyed,  but  suspended  on  account  of 

650  00 

discrepancies  with  other  adjoining 
surveys. 

Nearly  completed,  but  stopped  by  high 

750  00 

water. 

Contract  completed;  not  finally  exam- 

4,000  00 

274  6  77 

1,918  59 

ined. 

Work  in  progress. 

350  00 

39  13  45 

mm 

313  34 

Contract  completed. 

1,000  00 
400  00 

- 

— 

166| 

- 

Surveyed,  but  not  yet  finally  examined. 

1,000  00 

__ 

Delayed;  difficulty  in  locating  the  claims. 

1,500  00 
400  00 

100  20  73 

- 

375 

400  03.65 

1,000  00 

152  38  25 

mx. 

914  85 

Completed. 

200  00 
600  00 

117  26  10 

- 

50 

469  30 

Completed, 

750  00 

mm 

-- 

M. 

Difficulty  in  locating  the  private  claims. 

2,000  00 
4,000  00 

Partly  surveyed,  balance  in  progress. 

400  00 

_ 

«• 

Surveyed,  but  not  yet  finally  examined. 

200  00 
1,250  00 
1,000  00 

9 


H.  T.  WILLIAMS, 

Surveyor  General  of  Louisiana. 
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Surveyor’s  Office, 

Jackson ,  Mississippi,  October  31,  1840. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  yonr  request  of  the  9th  ultimo,  I  herewith 
transmit  to  you  my  report,  with  triplicate  diagrams,  showing  the  amount  of 
surveying  yet  to  be  executed  in  this  surveying  district ;  also  the  amount  of 
field -notes  yet  remaining  in  this  office  to  be  transcribed  for  transmission  to 
the  General  Land  Office,  and  the  amount  of  field-notes  yet  remaining  to  be 
recorded  in  this  office,  &c. 

CHOCTAW  CESSION  OF  1830. 

Although  the  whole  of  the  lands  in  this  district  remaining  to  be  sur- 
veyed  at  the  time  of  my  last  annual  report  were  contracted  for,  yet. 
owing  to  the  difficulties  in  prosecuting  a  survey  in  this  region  of  country, 
the  compensation  heretofore  allowed  would  not  justify  the  expense  and 
privations  incurred  in  the  execution  of  the  surveys  ;  and  the  contracts  for 
the  surveying  of  a  large  portion  of  the  country  have,  therefore,  been  re¬ 
linquished.  Returns  of  the  surveys  of  a  small  portion  of  country  have 
been  received,  but,  owing  to  some  defects  in  the  surveys,  they  were  not 
approved.  Instructions  for  the  correction  of  errors  in  those  surveys  were 
given,  and  returns  of  the  corrected  surveys  are  expected  in  a  short  time. 
The  surveys  of  14  townships  in  this  district  yet  remain  to  be  contracted 
for;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  surveys  which  were  contracted  for  prior 
to  the  last  appropriations  by  Congress  for  surveying  in  this  district,  will 
not  be  prosecuted,  and  that  the  contracts  will  be  relinquished.  Those 
contracts  were  let  at  the  rate  of  $5  per  mile,  with  a  condition,  that  if  Con¬ 
gress  should  augment  the  compensation,  the  contractors  should  have  the 
benefit  of  it,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  General  Land  Office  ;  but  as  it 
has  been  signified  to  this  office,  by  your  communication  of  the  21st  of  No¬ 
vember,  1839,  that  no  approval  will  be  given  in  that  respect,  these  contracts 
will,  in  all  probability,  be  relinquished,  and  have  to  be  recontracted  for. 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  the  notes  of  129  townships  have  been  re¬ 
corded,  and  there  now  remain  only  the  unsurveyed  townships  in  this  dis¬ 
trict,  37  in  number,  to  be  recorded  and  transcribed.  None  of  the  maps  in 
this  district  have  been  recorded  which  remained  to  be  recorded  at  the  time 
of  my  last  annual  report;  and,  consequently,  the  number  then  reported, 
of  about  50  maps,  yet  remain  to  be  recorded. 

CHOCTAW  DISTRICT. 

In  this  district  one  fractional  township  remains  to  be  surveyed ;  the 
contract  for  the  surveying  of  which,  that  existed  at  the  time  of  my  last 
annual  report,  has  been  relinquished.  Of  the  notes  of  the  11  townships 
that  remained  to  be  transcribed  at  the  time  of  my  last  annual  report,  one 
township  has  been  transcribed;  leaving  yet  10  townships  in  this  district, 
the  field-notes  of  which  remain  to  be  transcribed  for  transmission  to  the 
General  Land  Office. 

Of  the  notes  of  53  townships  which  remained  to  be  recorded  at  the  time 
of  my  last  report,  the  notes  of  15  townships  have  been  recorded;  leaving 
yet  the  notes  of  38  townships  in  this  district  to  be  recorded.  The  maps  of 
11  townships  have  been  recorded,  and  the  maps  of  91  townships  have  been 
re-recorded,  (the  old  records  being  very  much  mutilated ;)  still  leaving  the 
maps  of  41  townships  to  be  recorded  in  this  district. 
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DISTRICT  WEST  OF  PEARL  RIVER. 

In  this  district  partial  notes  of  8  townships  have  been  found  since 
my  last  annual  report ;  leaving  yet  17  townships,  the  notes  ot  which 
are  not  on  file,  nor  on  record,  in  this  office,  and  amounting  to  about 
•1,100  miles  of  interior  sectional  lines,  and  about  400  miles  of  exterior 
boundaries.  The  field  notes  of  68  townships  have  been  transcribed  ;  leav¬ 
ing  yet  the  notes  of  31  townships  to  be  transcribed  for  transmission  to 
the  General  Land  Office  ;  and  the  notes  of  135  townships,  and  maps  of  111 
townships,  which  remain  to  be  recorded  in  this  office. 

DISTRICT  EAST  OF  FEARL  RIVER. 

In  this  district  30  townships  yet  remain  to  be  resurveved,  amounting  to 
1,800  miles  of  interior  sectional  lines,  and  about  400  miles  of  exterior 
boundaries. 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  the  notes  of  49  townships  have  been  tran¬ 
scribed,  leaving  yet  the  notes  of  36  townships  to  be  transcribed  for  trans¬ 
mission  to  the  General  Land  Office. 

The  notes  of  210  townships  yet  remain  to  be  recorded  in  this  office.  The 
maps  of  72  townships  have  been  recorded  in  this  district  since  my  last 
report. 


DISTRICT  EAST  OF  THE  TOMBIGBEE  RIVER. 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  there  have  been  transcribed  in  this  district 
the  field-notes  of  5  townships,  and  the  field-notes  of  23  townships  re¬ 
corded ;  leaving  yet  28  townships,  the  field-notes  of  which  remain  to  be 
transcribed,  and  the  notes  of  10  townships  to  be  recorded. 

None  of  the  maps  in  this  district  have  been  recorded. 

Estimate  for  the  remaining  work  in  the  surveying  district  south  of  Ten¬ 
nessee ,  October  1,  1840. 

4 

FOR  SURVEYING. 

2,300  miles  of  the  Choctaw  cession  of  1830,  at  $8 
per  mile  -  $18,400 

30  miles  in  the  Choctaw  district,  at  $8  per  mile  -  240 

-  $18,640  00 

RESURVEYING. 

1,800  miles  in  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river,  of  in¬ 
terior  sectional  lines,  at  $6  per  mile  -  -  $10,S00 

400  miles  of  township  boundaries  in  same  district, 

at  $8  per  mile  -----  3,200 

1,100  miles  of  intersectional  lines  in  the  district 

west  of  Pearl  river,  at  $6  per  mile  -  -  6,600 

400  miles  of  exterior  boundaries  in  the  same  dis¬ 
trict.,  at  $8  per  mile  -  3,200 


23,800  00 
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TRANSCRIBING  FIELD-NOTES  FOR  THE  GENERAL  LAND  OF¬ 
FICE. 

Notes  of  37  townships  in  the  Choctaw  cession  of 

1830,  at  $10  per  township  -  $370 

Notes  of  10  townships  in  the  Choctaw  district,  at 

$10  per  township  -  100 

Notes  of  31  townships  in  the  district  west  of  Pearl 

river,  at  $10  per  township  -  -  -  310 

Notes  of  36  townships  in  the  district  east  of  Pearl 

river,  at  $10  per  township  -  360 

- $1,140  00 

RECORDING  FIELD-NOTES  IN  THIS  OFFICE. 

Notes  of  37  townships  in  the  Choctaw  cession  of 

1830,  at  $10  per  township  ...  $370 

Notes  of  38  townships  in  the  Choctaw  district,  at 

$10  per  township  -  380 

Notes  of  135  townships  in  the  district  west  of  Pearl 

river,  at  $10  per  township  -  1,350 

Notes  of  210  townships  in  the  district  east  of  Pearl 

river,  at  $10  per  township  -  2,100 

-  4,200  00 


.  47,780  00 

Amount  of  appropriations,  for  the  objects  stated  above,  remain¬ 
ing  undrawn  in  the  Treasury  -  40,320  59 

$7,459  41* 


Estimate  of  appropriations  necessary  for  the  work  of  1841. 


For  salary  of  surveyor  general  -  $2,000  00 

For  2  clerks,  at  $1,000  and  $1,200  -  -  -  -  2,200  00 

Office-rent  -------  300  00 

Fuel  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  50  00 

Stationary  and  postage  -  -  -  -  150  00 


Sum  total  of  appropriations  necessary  for  the  work  of  1841  -  $4,700  00 


*  The  discrepancy  which  appears  between  the  estimate  for  work  yet  to  be  done  in  this  office, 
and  the  amount  unexpended,  remaining  in  the  Treasury  for  that  object,  is  owing  to  a  miscon¬ 
struction,  it  is  presumed,  of  our  report  of  last  year,  in  making  appropriations  from  said  report. 
There  being,  at  that  time,  1,500  miles  of  resurveying  interior  sectional  lines,  at  $6  per  mile, 
amounting  to  89,000;  and  it  appearing,  in  the  printed  report  sent  to  us,  to  have  been  carried  out 
8800  only,  and  that  sum  only  appropriated ;  also,  400  miles  of  exterior  boundaries,  at  88  per  mile, 
amounting  to  83,200;  and  it  appearing  in  the  printed  report  sent  to  us,  to  have  been  carried  out 
82,400,  and  that  sum  only  appropriated. 

Note  at  the  General  Land  Office. — The  printed  report  above  referred  to  corresponds  with  the 
original  on  file.  An  error  of  89,000  in  the  calculation  and  extensions  of  the  items  in  the  sur¬ 
veyor  general’s  original  estimate,  was  not  discovered  until  too  late  to  remedy  it  by  making  a 
corresponding  change  in  the  estimate  submitted  from  this  office. 
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The  transcribing  of  field-notes  for  this  office,  of  the  surveys  now  executed, 
would  have  been  completed  before  this  time,  but  for  an  order  for  the  sus¬ 
pension  of  that  work ;  but  as  that  order  was  revoked  by  your  communica¬ 
tion  of  November  7th,  1840,  the  work  will  be  resumed,  and  completed  in  a 
short  time. 

It  is  believed  that  all  the  recording  and  transcribing  for  this  office,  of  the 
executed  surveys,  can  be  completed  by  the  1st  of  July  next. 

A  portion  of  the  surveys  now  under  contract  will  probably  be  returned 
during  the  ensuing  winter. 

The  compensation  for  surveying  the  unsurveyed  public  lands  having 
been  increased  by  Congress,  it  is  believed  the  remaining  contracts  can  be 
let  and  completed  in  18  months  from  this  time. 

From  the  foregoing  statement,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  principal  business 
in  this  office  will  soon  be  brought  to  a  close. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  that,  after  the  1st  day  of  July  next,  one  offi¬ 
cer,  with  two  regular  clerks,  could  easily  transact  the  duties  of  surveyor 
general,  and  those  also  of  register  and  receiver  of  public  lands  for  the 
Mount  Salus  land  district. 

Very  respectfully, 

YOLNEY  E.  HOWARD, 

Surveyor  of  the  Public  Lands  south  of  Tennessee. 


Surveyor  General’s  Office, 
Florence ,  Alabama ,  November  16,  1840. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  last,  calling  for  the  annual  report  of  the  operations  of  this  surveying 
department  during  the  last  year,  and  the  estimates  for  the  year  1841. 

In  obedience  to  your  requisition,  I  have  to  report  that,  since  the  last  an¬ 
nual  report  from  this  office,  all  the  public  lands  embraced  within  the  Cher¬ 
okee  cession  have  been  surveyed  and  returned  to  this  office  ;  the  surveys 
thereof  examined  and  approved ;  and  the  township  plats  made  out  and  sent 
to  the  General  Land  Office. 

The  field-notes  have  also  been  copied,  and  are  ready  for  transmission  to 
the  General  Land  Office. 

The  plats  of  that  cession  are  also  ready  to  be  forwarded  to  the  register 
of  the  land  office,  whenever  established. 

There  are  some  five  or  six  islands  in  the  Tennessee  river,  embraced  with¬ 
in  the  Cherokee  cession,  which  will  be  surveyed,  and  returns  made,  in  due 
season.  The  above  done,  the  surveys  of  all  the  public  lands  within  the  lim¬ 
its  of  the  State,  north  of  the  31st  degree  of  latitude,  will  have  been  completed. 

The  surveys  of  the  private  claims,  north  and  south  of  the  31st  degree, 
have  not  progressed  with  that  efficiency  I  could  have  desired,  during  the 
last  season.  The  causes  which  tend  to  retard  that  work  are  numerous  and 
various.  The  difficulty  of  the  work,  and  the  swampy  and  overflown  con¬ 
dition  of  a  great  portion  of  the  country  adjacent  to  the  waters  of  the  Mobile, 
Alabama,  and  Tombigbee  rivers,  in  which  those  claims  lie,  make  the  survey 
and  location  of  those  claims  a  difficult  job.  I  have  also  found  it  almost  im¬ 
possible  to  procure  surveyors  who  will  undertake  under  the  above  disad¬ 
vantages. 

Tiiere  are,  also,  many  conflicting  claims  which  have  been  surveyed  and 
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-  .  T  am  informed,  dissatisfaction  still  exists  as  to  the 

re-surveyed  :  and,  as  I  am  mtorm  @  been  made.  i  would  there- 

manner  in  which  some  of  the  locatt  r  laws  may  be  so  modified  as 

fore  most  respectfully  su?ge&  a  ffiscretionary  power  of  making  the  lo- 
to  give  to  the  surveyor  general  the  discretionary  t[)  re[lfa;n  final 

cations  from  the  best  data  to  be  proo  d  ,  ^  cjncemed  Jn  llds  way,  only, 

and  permanent,  so  far  as  the  Gov.  .  r  brought  to  a  close, 

can  the  locations  ands“^  mmy  report,  and  the  map  which  ac- 

I  beg  leave  to  caU  youi ‘  last/ on  the  subject  of  the  missing 

companied  it,  of  the  2oth  of  .  y  mad0  (Q  accompany  this  report. 

field-notes,  and  t0 .  nToTco^reL  «Pm  the  matters  therein  submitted,  I 
shall  submit  the  following  as  the  estimates  for  the  yea 
Retracing  the  original  lines  of  50  townships-3,600  miles,  at  $4  - 
Salary  of  surveyor  general  * 

Salary  of  draughtsman  ’  ’  . 

Salary  of  clerk  "  ' 

Office-rent  and  fuel  • 

Contingent  expenses 

o 


$14,400 

2,000 

1,200 

1,000 

350 

200 


19,150 


,  i  *  ovlOHts  the  unexpended  balances  of  the  public 
The  document  marked  A  f  September  iast,  applicable  to  the  sur- 

t he™  nbfic ' hands,  £d  private  lan^  claims,  and  the  current  expenses 
of  this  office. 


I  ain°  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  scrvaj^  H  WEAKLEY. 


Hon.  James  Whitcomb, 

Commissioner  General  Land  Cjjice. 


Surveyor’s  Office,^ 

Florence ,  Alabama ,  January  25,  Ib40. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  a  diagram  of  the  State  ^'ubUc^surveyJ^itx 

instant,  carefully  compiled  from  the 

one 

on  file,  in  the  General  Cn  °y  Unship  of  which  there  are  no  field-notes 

Office  or  this  office,  havmg 

been  consumed  by  fire  in  Ge^"lb®r'  1  ’  wJU  rceive  that  the  original 

From  an  examination  of  t  p?  >  .  •  it  ;s  not  known  if  they 

field  notes  of  old  Madison  co«n^»  “  “ 7am  induced  to  believe  copies 
are  on  fi  e  in  the  General  Land  Office ,  Dim  «“  „_iater>s  0ffice  at  Hunts- 

of  the  original  field-notes  were  deposited  m  the  regtstei  s  office  a 

sr,s 

- » — - 
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and  transmit  to  the  General  Land  Office,  and  register’s  office,  descriptive 
notes — merely  giving  the  outlines  of  the  surveys.  Those  descriptive  notes 
do  not  furnish  the  lengths  of  the  sectional  or  township  lines;  the  distances 
on  said  lines  to  the  different  water-courses ;  their  width,  depth,  or  general 
bearings;  nor.  indeed,  any  information  which  will  serve  hereafter  to  define 
and  establish  the  original  landmarks”  and  “butts  and  bounds”  of  the 
surveys  :  hence  the  absolute  necessity  of  having  all  those  lines  retraced, 
and  records  made  of  the  original  “  landmarks.”  The  labor  of  re  surveying 
and  tracing  old  surveys  is  more  tedious  and  slow  than  in  making  new  sur¬ 
veys  ;  but,  as  the  times  are  hard,  and  many  seeking  employment,  I  can  pro¬ 
cure  a  sufficient  number  of  “  skilful  and  experienced  surveyors,”  who  will 
be  willing  to  undertake  for  the  present  compensation  allowed  by  law.  As 
the  Cherokee  cession  will  have  to  be  prepared  for  the  General  Land  Office, 
and  the  register’s  office,  before  the  expiration  of  the  pre-emption  l twin 
June  next,  the  present  regular  force,  and  two  additional  clerks,  will  be  kept 
employed  up  to  that  time.  I  shall,  therefore,  only  ask  an  appropriation,  for 
the  present  year,  to  pay  for  retracing  the  lines  of  fifty  townships — say  3,600 
miles,  at  $4  per  mile=  $14,400  ;  which  will  be  as  much  as  can  be  prepared, 
returned  to  the  General  Land  Office,  and  recorded  in  this  office,  during  the 
present  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS,  H.  WEAKLEY. 

Hon.  James  Whitcomb, 

Commissioner  General  Land  Office,  Washington ,  D.  C 1 


A. 

General  statement  of  the  disbursements  for  surveying  in  the  district  com¬ 
prising  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Balance  remaining  in  my  hands  on  the  30th  September  last, 

per  my  account  for  incidental  expenses  ...  $2,365  44 

Balance  due  me  on  the  30th  September  last,  per  account  ren¬ 
dered  “ for  surveys  at  augmented  prices”  -  -  1,212  96 

Balance  in  my  hands  -  -  1,152  48 

JAS.  H.  WEAKLEY, 
Surveyor  General  Public  Lands  in  Alabama , 


Surveyor  General’s  Office, 

Tallahassee ,  October  22, 1840. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  my  annual  report,  which  has  been 
delayed  for  the  reason  contained  in  my  short  letter  of  the  13th  instant. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  triplicate  manuscript  maps,  differing  from  those 
of  last  year,  by  having  laid  down  the  survey  of “  Forbes’s  Purchase,”  inclu¬ 
ding  the  fortress  of  St.  Mark’s  and  dependencies,  which  will  have  to  be  cut 
off  by  actual  survey  therefrom,  when  the  Supreme  Court  shall  finally  deter¬ 
mine  the  appeal  now  pending  before  it,  and  determine  the  limits  of  the 
property  of  the  United  States  at  that  point ;  when  the  residue  of  that  claim 
will  be  forthwith  reported  to  your  office. 
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The  amount  of  public  funds  subject  to  my  control,  in  deposite  at  the 
branch  of  the  Bank  of  Alabama  at  Mobile,  is  exhibited  in  document  A. 
Owing  to  the  disturbed  state  of  the  country,  from  Indian  depredations,  I 
have  not  considered  myself  justified,  as  well  in  point  of  humanity  as  official 
duty,  to  make  any  contracts  for  the  completion  of  the  small  amount  of 
surveys  authorized  by  you,  even  were  deputy  surveyors  willing  to  contract, 
unless  I  could  be  furnished  with  an  armed  force  for  their  protection.  Doc¬ 
ument  B,  therefore,  is  blank  in  this  particular. 

The  following  estimates  are  respectfully  submitted  : 

1.  Arrearages  per  last  estimate,  for  office-rent  and  fuel  from 

January  1,  1825,  to  December  31,  1840 — sixteen  years  -  $3,400  00 

2.  Contingencies,  office-rent  and  fuel  for  1841  -  -  400  00 

Stationary 

3.  Salaries.  Surveyor  general  -  2,000  00 

Three  clerks,  current  duties  of  the  office  (only  one  in  com¬ 
mission)  until  the  field  operations  can  be  again  commenc¬ 
ed,  by  removal  of  the  Indians  -  3,000  00 


Actual  estimate  requested 


8,800  00 


[Suspended  by  Indian  hostilities.] 

4.  Surveying  500  miles  private  claims,  at  $4  per  mile 

5.  Old  surveys,  ordered  in  1837,  at  $5  per  mile,  public  land  - 

6.  New  surveys,  ordered  in  1840,  at  $5  per  mile,  public  land  - 


2,000  00 

6,000  00 

10,000  00 


18,000  00 

7.  Connexion  with  public  lands,  amount  in  deposite  sufficient  1,764  61 


19,764  61 


Making  undrawn,  of  former  appropriations  and  in  deposite,  this  amount, 
which  will  be  sufficient  for  1841,  unless  the  Indians  are  removed,  when 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  will  make  a  special  estimate 
to  Congress  for  the  survey  of  such  amount  of  public  land  as  the  public 
interests  may  require. 

Accompanied  is  my  quarterly  account  for  the  third  quarter  of  the  present 
year.  My  salary  accounts  were  furnished  the  receiver  as  usual. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  BUTLER,  Surveyor  General . 

James  Whitcomb,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office . 


General  statement  of  disbursements  for  surveying  in  the  Territory  of 

Florida . 

Balance  remaining  in  my  hands  on  the  30th  of  September,  1840, 
per  my  last  account  rendered  -  -  -  $1,764  61 

ROBERT  BUTLER,  Surveyor  General 


Tabular  statement  of  contracts  for  surveying  in  the  Territory  of  Florida « 
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ROBERT  BUTLER,  Surveyor  General . 


